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THIS WEEK. 


Tuts Week, has been full of eventful incidents. A 
journal of sixteen pages is inadequate to the record 


EE ree 


them. 
‘Tae TREATY BETWEEN THE UniTeD STATES AND GREAT 


Briraly, negotiated between the Right Hon. Richarp 
Paxennam, and the Secretary of State, James Bucu- 
aan, for settling the boundaries of Orgcon, was sent by 
President Pouk, to the United States Senate, on the 16th 
inst. for ratification. 

The treaty is short, containing five articles; and 
corresponds substantially with the project mentioned in 
the first page of our last number The following are said 
to be the substance of the articles. 


ArticLE 1. Fixes the territorial boundary between 
the United States and Great Britain, West of the Rocky 
mountains, on the line of 49 degrees, till it reaches Queen 
Charlotte’s Sound, and then through the Straits of Fuca 
to the ocean, Which gives to Great Britain Vancouver's 

and. Seine 
— 2. Declares the navigation of the Columbia river, 
up to where it strikes the line of forty-ninth degree to be 
free to the Hudson’s Bay Company, during the continu- 
ance ofits charter, say 17 years. 

Art. 3. The rivers, ports and harbors north of the 
forty-ninth degree to be free to the consumers of both 

ations. 

MART. 4. Indemnity for the forts and trading stations 
ofthe Hudson’s Bay Company south of forty-ninth de- 
sree, and of the Americans north of the same, if any 
there be. ib ats 

Art. 5. Indemnity for private property of citizens or 
subjects who may be south or north of the forty-ninth de- | 


credit beyond the brief period which the president 





gree, if they wish to retire within their own territory. 
The senate occupied Wednesday and ‘Thursday in 
executive session, considering the Oregon treaty, when | 
at 5 o'clock, the question was decided—and the Treaty | 
RatIFIED. 
The vote stood, it is said:— 


For the ratification 4l 
Against it. 14 
majority. 27 


The proceedings it is supposed will not be published 
until the ratifications are exchanged. 


Sincere thanksgivings from the grateful hearts of 
millions of christian men and women on each side of 
the Atlantic, will ascend to Him, whose superintending 
kindness has, through his own agencies, saved kindred 
beings of his human family from all the horrors and 
miseries incident to hellish w4rk, into which too many o} 
the thoughtless,—and of the vicious, seemed recklesslY 


bent upon precipitating them. 

The following is believed to be the negative vote:— 
_Nays—Messrs. Allen, Atherton, Atchison, Breese, 
Bright, Cass, Cameron, Dickinson, Fairfield, Hann >gan, 
Jenness, Semple, Sturgeon, Westcott—l4. 

Absent—Mr. Jarnegin of Tenn 

All the remaining members of the senate voted in the 
afirmative—only one being absent on the occasion. 


We stated it our postscript, last no. that the senate had 
With only sEvVEN dissenting voices, advised the President 
fo accede to Mr. Pakenham’s proposals. ‘There were 
more than seven negative votes—accounts say ten or 
twelve; we refrain recording names until officially 


advised. citesinia 
MEDIATION OFFERED. 

As a matter of course, when it was decided in the 
British cabinet to settle their own dispute with the Unit. 
ed States amicably, they would become anxious for an 
immediate termination of the war between the United 
States and Mexico, otherwise they could hardly hope to 
keep Europe out of the fray. ‘The question in the cabi- 
het, as to offering the terms which Mr. Pakenham has 
offered, and which have been acceded to, was decided by 
a majority of but one vote, Mr. Peel, the minister, vot- 
ed in the negative, though he acquiesed on finding a 
majority against him. Had the declaration of war 
‘gaint Mexico been received, Mr. McLane is said to 
have expressed his conviction that no such terms would 
have been offered. Having been made, the British ca- 
Oi now offer their friendly interference as mediators 
Pe & peace between the United States and Mexico, 

rough Mr. Pakenham, and have despatched a similar 


ry expedients exhausted, and a resort to heavy di- 


Executive Sessions with open Doors.—Mr. ALLEN 
pec a resolution during the week, that in future all 
ousiness in the senate should be transacted with open 
doors. The subject came up for discussion on Thurs- 
day. Mr. A., advocated the measure. Decided in the 
negative, ayes 13; nays 38. 





Tue State or Nartonay Finances. The mes- 
sage of the president, in compliance with the call of 
the senate, as to his views on ways and means, and 
the treasury estimates under a state of war with 
Mexico, are inserted ina following page. It will 
be seen that the deficiency of means under existing 
laws would be many millions. His principal reli- 
ance for improving the revenue 1s, by diminishing 
the duties payable upon importations, so as to induce 
a much larger importation of foreign goods. The 
effect of this would be, according to our notion, to 
distress the community in far greater proportion 
than it would relieve the government. True, per- 
haps, the government could get the duties, but so 
sure ast it did the people would have the goods, thus 
flooded upon them, to pay for. Their prospect of 
paying forty or fifty millions more to Europeans per 
annum, for importations, than they now have to pay 
them, would be rather an embarrssing task, at the 
present prices for our produce. That it could be done, 
we verily do not believe. That the attempt would at 
once drain the country of its specie—and then 
spread ruin over the land, similar to what we have 
ee experienced, is most seriously to be dread- 
ed. 

There is no suggestion fur sustaining the national 


seems to contemplate the present war with Mexico 
will be confined to. Should that war unhappily be 
procrastinated—a case certainly within the scope of 
possibilities, another year would find, according to 
the project submitted, an empty treasury—tempora- 


rect taxation to retrieve credit, inevitable. 

That a reduction of duties would increase the re- 
venues, except for the moment, is extremely proble- 
matical. A sufficient flood of foreign goods would 
probably be inundated to prostrate our own estab- 
lishments. Then would come the pinch of poverty. 
We could no longer import because we could no 
longer pay, and would have no credit left except by 
showing that we had provided sufficient taxes to 
meet the interest of loans that would be required. 





FOREIGN. 

XP For latest from Europe, see last page. 

The steamer Great Western reached Liverpool on 
the Qlst in 13} days, left again the 30th ult. and ar- 
rived at New York on the 15th inst. with 117 pas- 
sengers besides servants. 

GREAT BRITAIN. 

Money Marker.—London, 29th May, 10 o’clock.— 
The English securities have been affected in a con- 
siderable degree by the news from America. The 
declaration of war by that country against Mexico, 
may, it is feared, involve us in fresh difficulties with 
the United States, and the Oregon dispute will now 
become a question of secondary interest compared 
with others that will, in all probability, arise from 
the hostilities of our trans-Atlantic neighbors. The 
favorable effect which it was anticipated would fol- 
low the large majority in the house of lords on the 
second reading of the corn law bil! has been quite 
stultified by this intelligence, and notwithstanding 
the good position of the account, prices are abouta 
half per cent. lower than they closed last night. 

Consols were for money 96}, fell to 92 and left off 
at93:. For account 963 to 963. Threeper cents 
reduced 951 to 3; 3: per cents 974 to 1-6. Kechequer 
bills 15’s to 19’s premium, and bank stocks 2053 and 
2063. The foreign market is also dull, a fallof 2 
per cent. j 

Tue Corn Market was rather depressed, with 
slow sales to retail buyers. Sales of grain limited. 

Western states flour 28s. per bbl. The account of 
the corn law bill having so large a majority on the 
first reading in the house of lords, depressed prices 
and holders were anxious to make sales. On the 
final passage of the bill, which was expected to oc- 
cur in a few days, an immense quantity of produce 

will be immediately released from bond and thrown 
intoj the market. The bulk of the produce so held 





rican produce. Its value has been estimated as high 
as five millions sterling. 
There isa cargo of wheat now lying in Goole, 
near Hall, containing 977 quarters brought from 
Ibraila, in Wallachia, weight 50 Ibs. per bushel, 
coast price free on board at the above named places, 
93. per quarter, freight to Goole, 8s. 6d. per quarter 
—total cost per quarter, 17s. 6d. 
Tue Corn Law Bit, is no longer in doubt. It 
passed the first reading in the house of lords on the 
morning of the 29th by a majority of 47 votes. It 
will of course pass finally. 
The bill was opposed by Earl Grey, Lord Ashbur- 
ton, the Earl of Egtintoun, Lord Beaumont, and the 
Duke of Beaufort; and sustained by the Earl of Es- 
sex, Earl Dalhousie, and the Duke of Wellington.— 
The latter, in substance, said. “It was painful to 
him to have to force this measure upon the conside- 
ration of the house in opposition to the feelings of 
those with whom he had been so long, and, with 
such satisfaction to himself, united in ties of friend- 
ship. The course he had taken, however, he would 
be ready to take again to-morrow, if called upon by 
what he conceived to be his duty to the crown. His 
own conscience was satisfied, and he could only re- 
gret it if others did not take the same view he did of 
his duty to his most gracious sovereign.” 
The house then divided, and the numbers were— 
For the second reading—Present 138; proxies 73; 
total 211. 

For the amendment—Present 126; proxies 38; to- 
tal 164. 

Majority for the second reading 47. 

The vote is received with despairing bitterness by 
the protectionist journals. 


Suear Dories.—On the 24th Lord John Russell 
gave notice, in the house of commons, that, in the 
committee on the sugar duties, he should move the 
reduction of the duty on all foreign sugar, to the 
rate proposed for sugar the produce of free labor, 
and, if that should be agreed to, for the abolition 
of all differential duties on foreign and colonial su- 
gars. 

The sugar question is the one on which it is sup- 
posed (by some) that Sir Robert Peel will retire 
from the ministry. 

In the house of lords the Duke of Wellington 
moved an address to the queen congratulating her 
majesty on the addition to her domestic happiness, 
in the birth of another princess, which was unani- 
mously agreed to. 


In the house of commons Mr. O’Connell moved 
that the order of the 27th of April for the committal 
of Mr. W. 8S. O'Brian be discharged, on the ground 
that the committee of selection which had directed 
his attendance on a private bill committee was not 
itself properly constituted. He was discharged. 

Tue Orecon Norice.—The question of whether 
or not the president of the United States had given 
the notice respecting the joint occupation of the 
Oregon territory to the British government, having 
formed a controversy in the English and American 
press, we have the satisfaction of stating, upon the 
highest authority, that such notice has been given, 
and that the Great Western carries out, on her pre- 
sent trip, the answer of the British government, 
which we have reason to believe, is of a conciliatdé- 
ry and friendly character. | Wilmer’s Times. 


IneLanp.—In Ulster, the laboving classes are suf- 
fering as severely from the want of potatoes, as in 
the south and west. 

The accounts of the new potato crop in Ireland 
are, upon the whole encouraging. 

The hay harvest is unusually forward, cutting has 
already commenced, 


CANADA. 

Quesec, June 13. Another awful fire. The Theatre 
Royal destroyed—Dreadful loss of human life. It has 
again pleased the Almighty to afflict our alread 
our already chastened city. Last night at 1 o’cloc 
a fire broke out in the Theatre Royal, Lewis street, 
formerly the riding school, at the close of Mr. Har- 
ris’ exhibition of his Chemical Dioramas. The cam- 
phine lamp was overset, and the stage at once be- 
came enveloped in flames. The house had been 
densely crowded, some had fortunately left before 
the accident. A rush was at once made to the stair- 
case leading from the boxes, by those who, in the 
excitement of the moment, forgot the other passa- 




















Proposition to Mexico. 
Vou. XX. Sic. 16. 


under the’queen’s lock, is American flour and Ame- 


ges of egress. In an incredibly short space of time 
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the whole of the interior of the building was in- 


veloped in one sheet of flame. The newly erected | ceed tothe presidency. He was preparing to march 

rm. covering the pit, and communicating at| with the body of troops called The Reserve, for Ma- 
each end with the stage and boxes, favored the pro- | tamoros. 
The staircase communicating | not made public. 


s of the flames. 
with boxes was a steep one, and it had fallen with 
the weight of those who had crowded upon it. One 


foot was interposed between the hapless crowd and | had called a meeting for the purpose of procuring 
eternity, and on that space we, with five or six | resources. 
others, stood, the fierce flames around us, and the pe per month demanded of them. The states 


dense smoke repelling all efforts to extricate us.— 
As far back as we could see there was a sea of heads, 
of writhing bodies, and outstretched arms; noise 
there was none. But few means of escape presented 
themselves to the doomed at the extreme end in 
view. The funereal vale of smoke which gradually 
enshrouded them appeared calmly to drop them into 
eternal sleep. By our side was one brother striving 
to extricate another, but abandonment was unavoid- 
able. One poor creature at our feet offered his entire 
worldly wealth for his rescue. The agonizing ex- 

ression of the faces before us can never be effaced 
From our memory. The flames at the time were 
above and around us, but human aid was of no avail. 
In five minutes its mass of human beings who had 
but a few moments previous been in the enjoyment 
of a full and active life were exposed to our view a 
mass of calcined bones. 

Up to this hour forty-six bodies have been reco- 
vered from the ruins. Most of them have been re- 
cognized. The loss of life is greater than in the 
two dreadful conflagrations of last summer. Sad 
Wailing pervade the city. Scarcely a street can be 
thaversed in which the closed shutters or the hang- 
ing crape do not betoken a sudden bereivement.— 
Fathers, sisters, children of both sexes, indulge in 
the deepest lamentation, over the calamity which 
has fallen upon many, for those who were thus sud- 
denly and awfully summoned in the presence of their 
Creator. [ Quebec Mercury. 


FRANCE, 

Has her Father Matthew.—An apostolical priest, 
the Abbe Laroque, is working more wonders in the 
French galleys and central prisons than ever Mrs. 
Fry accomplished in the British jails. Lately, in one 
receptacle alone, he brought seven hundred and six- 
ty-five convicts to the communion table. The bishops 
are eager to preside wherever he arrays his nume- 
rous penitents. 

Escare oF Louis Bonaparte. On the 25th May, 
the prince succeeded in effecting his escape from 
the fortress of Ham, after a close imprisonment of 
some years. Having assumed the disguise of a work- 
man, he contrived to elude the vigilance of the sen- 
tries and regained his freedom without any molesta- 
tion from the battalion of infantry that formed the 
garrison of the castle, and to arrive safely in London, 
where we believe he is at present. The London 
Morning Herald says: ‘‘As the prince escaped at 7 
o’clock on the morning of the 25th, and as the event 
was not discovered for ten hours afterwards he could 
easily have reached the Belgian frontiers, only 20 
leagues distant, long before the telegraph itself could 
have been set to work.” ‘The papers say he embark- 
ed at Saint Valery. He intended to go to Florence. 


Brussels, May 26.—The minister of the interior 


has brought forward a law authorising the importa- 
tion of corn and provisions until December, free of 


duty. 
SPAIN. 
All is quiet in Spain. 
MEXICO. 


REVOLUTIONARY MOVEMENTS. Mazatlan and Te- 
pec, principal ports on the Pacific, have declared 
against Peredes, and in favor of the return of Santa 
Anna. 

The heavy demands made on the departments and 
on the clergy for funds had rendered Paredes unpo- 

ular. The death of the archbishop, was a death 

low to the monarchical scheme, of which he was 
the main stay. The federalists of themselves, were 
not in sufficient force to contend with Paredes, but 
united with Santa Anna’s adherants they would be 
an overmatch for him. Santa Anna and Almonte 
were expected at Vera Cruz, from Cuba. 

Qur latest dates are from the Havana Diario del 
Marina, of June 9, containing Vera Cruz dates of 
June 1. 

The consuls of neutral powers had protested against 
the United States blockade of the port, issued 20th 
May. Many families were leaving the city for the 
interior. Allairs were as in 1838, when blockaded 
by the French, except that the castle 1s in better 
condition. ‘There are, including the water battery 
lately constructed, 2UU pieces of heavy ordnace bristl- 
ing from its portholes. Bravo, who commands, is a 
generous and liberal as well asa brave man. 

Tue Mexican cConcrREsS, assembled on the 27th 
May. Busramenre, (ex-president) was elected to 
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Gen. Bravo, was to occupy the 
presidency ad interim. 
Suspensions of payments continue—Government 


The clergy say they cannot pay the 


ave but limited resources. 


ARABIA. 

The caravan for Mecca.—Seven thousand pilgrims, 
which set out in high spirits and brilliant array in 
February last, liad returned in a most miserable 
plight, reduced and broken up by cold, hunger, and 
disease. Only three thousand five hundred survived 
—Persians and Turks. They lost twelve hundred 
horses and fifteen hundred camels. Their provisions 
and baggage vere pillaged by Arabs, hordes of whom 
infest the whole route from Damascus to Meeca.— 
The prophet does not protect his own. 


INDIA AND CHINA. 

The dates from Calcutta, April 7, Madras 13th, 
Bombay the 15th, China, March 29th. The Bom- 
bay Times of April 15th, says: ‘The last fortmght 
has proved perfectly barren of intelligence. The 
commander-in-chief, like the governor general, has 
quit the Punjaub. The British garrison retains its 
position at Lahore, where the people are Conducting 
themselves with propriety; but there seems a consi- 
derable amount of turbulence up an down through- 
out the country. ‘The cantonments were being ar- 
ranged in the Jullenderdoab and their garrisons as- 
signed to them. The Bombay troops had begun to 
arrive at Pora about the Ist week of April, and were 
to be distributed in the manner formerly prescribed. 
The people in western India were beginning to suffer 
from scarcity, mainly brought about by the deficien- 
cy of Jast season’s rain. 








NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 





EXECUTIVE JOURNAL. 
APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT. 

By and with the advice aud consent of the Senate. 
James Fiora, of New York, to be consul of the 
United States for the city of Manchester, England. 
Peter T. CrutcuriE.p, tobe receiver of public 
monies for the districts of lands subject to sale at Little 
Rock, in the state of Arkansas, to take effect on the 
16th June, 1846, when the term of service of the pre- 
sent incumbent will expire. 
It is said that the President of the U. States has nom- 
inated John K. Kane Esq., of Philadelphia, as Judge 
of the Eastern District of Pensylvania,in place of Judge 
Randall deceased. 





THE TREATY-MAKING POWER. In the house of rep- 
resentalives, on the 16th inst., 

Mr. McDowe nu, offered a preamble, asserting 
that ,,whereas, all power in our republic resides with 
the people,” &c., &.—Therefore, 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this house it is the 
duty of the president and senate to postpone further 
consideration and action upon the same, and submit 
it to the people for their decision and instruction. 
Resolved further, That if the treaty-making power, 
in secret conclave, altempt to settle a question of the 
magnitude and importance of the Oregon question, 
it will furnish another example of senatorial and 
execulive supremacy that is incompatible with the 
constitution and the rights of the people, and will 
call for a prompt corrective, to place the rights, 
honor, and welfare of the country in the keeping of 
those who will best preserve and appreciate them. 

Resolved, That the object and purpose of those 
who desire the preservation of the liberty, honor, 
and true interests of this republic are best attested 
by open, manly action upon them, that needs no mid- 
nigh: veil to hide them from the public view and 
scruliny#—end that past experience attests that any 
other course but serves to steal the power of the 
many to that of the few, and thus enables one de- 
partment of this government to enlarge its circle of 
of action, and draw within its sphere from the other 
all that is necessary to make it supreme. 





THE TARirr, is now about to become—has be- 
come, the all-absorbing topic. 

According to the decisions of a recent caucus of 
the administration members of congress, at which 
however, the members from Pennsylvania, and some 
of the members east and west of that state, declined 
to attend, the anti-protective tariff bill was taken up 
in the house of representatives on Monday, the 15th 





It Was generally believed that Paredes would suc-{ It is understood that a substitute bill to be propos, The Somers 
ed by Mr. Hununerow is the favorite project in the in h ’ 
house. It somewhat modifies the bill prepared by g ascertain hoy 

The day for departure had been fixed, but The Steam; 


the secretary of the treasury, and which was refer, 
red to the committee of the house having the su}, the 8th from 
ject in charge, and reported by Mr. McKay, wit) fm bearer of des 
the modifications of that committee, of which he jy fm squadron, wh 
chairman. ruption. At 
Clearing away the field for action on the bill of fi news of the « 
bills, occupied the house until Thursday, when the moras, and ir 
DEBATE was fairly commenced—Mr. Jones, of Ga, Mi iake the intel 
leading the way,—by a defence of the executiy, lan, who wot 
for ordering the troops from the Nueces to the Riy da ay ge at 
Grande!” The committee of ways and means, of ys 1 th 

which Mr. J. is a member, it appears have amend.fm? * 
ments of their own to offer to the tariff bill, to whieh Mazatlan, ac 
by a circuitous route, Mr. J. at length arrive on the 30th / 
through British corn laws,—British “free trade,» [of May, and 
and British precedence, which he loudly called Upon reached Maz: 




























the house to follow. ‘England had set us a nobkfm The St. M 
example.” “We want revenue,—and protection 
conflicts with revenue. [ call therefore upon the ee a 


friends of the administration to give us a revenue ta. 
riff. I call upon them to redeem their pledges a 
the Baltimore convention.” (Laughter. ] 


Mr. McLane, an administration member from 
Pennsylvania, replied to Mr. Jones, and defending 
the tamff of 1842, assailed the editors of the ‘Union A French | 
for whose publications he insisted that the executivegmeomplete the 1 
ought not to be held accountable, when they thygmroint Mala to 
everlastingly are thrusting British free trade opin.m™so far, of the | 
ions before the house for the guidance of the mem.fmmeen effected j 
bers.. Mr. McL. knew the interest of his own state a 
and the sentiments of his own constituents, and 1 
man should step between him and them. He attri. 
buted the prosperity of Pennsylvania in a great de. 
gree to their having, so long ago as 1780, taken mea T 
sures for the abolition of slavery in the state, an/ Leading famili 
their always sustaiming the protective policy. He authority—y 
congratulated upon the approaching termination off We mentior 
the Oregon dispute. of Sonora wa 
Mr. Houmes, of N. Y., followed in “an exceeding having mature 
pungent speech upon the Mexican war.” of that state. y 

Mr. MclIxivaine, of Pa., defended the tariff ofln the south 
1842, until the expiration of his hour. ants,) on the 

Mr. Youne, of Kentucky, closed the debate of thilendent repub 
first day on the tariff. lready introd 
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U.S. Mmirary Acapemy. The members of th 
graduating class at West Point have received ordemmmte., and, as br 
to remain until the Ist of next month, that the Gowmptis article to 
ernment may have an opportunity to command thei. 
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NAVAL JOURNAL 

Paciric Sevapron. At Mazatlan May Ist. 

The Savannah, of 50 guns,—Com. Sloate. 

The Lavant sloop ot war, Page, 24 guns, 

The Warren, sloop of war, Hull, 24 guns, 

The Cyane, sloop of war, Marven, 24 guns 

The Erie, store ship. 

The Congress and Portsmouth were hourly expect 

The Britisn squadron, in port,consisted of the Collis 
wood, 80 guns; Talbot, 26; Juno; 25; brig Spy, te 
der, 3 guns; Others were hourly expected. The bi 
tish squadron now on the coast of the Pacific, consi 
of fourteen ships, three ofthem line of battle ships. 
The british brig Frolic at Guayamas, was taking 
treasure for England. 

The American officers apprehended that the Brit 
admiral had orders to prevent the Americans from! 
king Mazatlan, which in case of war with Mexicot 
American squadron would of course attempt. 

It is stated that Capt. Srockron, now on his voy 
in the Congress U. S. frigate, is to command the sq 
ron on the western coast of Mexico. It is also him 
that the squadron will be increased by the Colum! 
ship of the line, now in the East Indies, and anol 
ship—the whole to be commanded by Com. Bid 

The Truxton U.S. brig, Commander Carren™ 
went to sea from Norfolk on the 8th inst. 















































Gur Squapron.—Capt. Grecory, now comma 
the squadron which is blockading Vera Cruz, com 
ing of the Raritan. Faimouth,and Somers. He ade 
sed a letter to Genl. Bravo, the Mexican Com 
dant, stating that in consequence of the Mexical 
thorities having permitted two American vessels 
depart unmolested, subsequent to the notice of blo 
ade, he had released two Mexican vessels captured | 
Vera Cruz, by the squadron. : 

The American brig Eugenia Briscoe, of N. 1 
though pursued by the boats of the squadron, go!” 


















instant, and is now under debate in committee of the 





preside. 


whole, Mr. Cogn, of Ga., in the chair. 


Vera Cruz, as she did when the French squadro? 


ages orders 
bleckading that port. " 


hot—mac 
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Propos. He The Somers, U.S. brig, wasdispatched te Yucatan,to 
‘tin the HM ascertain how the land lays. 
iared by The Steam frigate Mississippi, arrived at Pensacola on 
Rigger the 8th from Vera Cruz, bringing Dr. Wood, U. S. N. 
> wie pearer of despatches to government from the Pacific 
ch he ig Mf squadron, who passed through Mexico without inter- 
ruption. At the postoffice at Guadalxara, he met the 
e bill of fm news of the capture of Captain Thornton, near Mata- 
vhen the fm moras, and immediately employed a trusty person to 
of Ga, BB take the intelligence to Commodore Sloat, at Mazat- 
XeCutive MM jan, who would probably receive the intelligence five 
the Rig days in advance of the Mexicans, who had not ex- 
Cans, o[MB pressed the intelligence. J. Parrott. Consul at 
greene Mazatlan, accompanied him. They left Mazatlan 
“hate H the 30th April, were at Guadalaxara on the 9th 
rade.”_\ggo! May, and their express was expected to have 
led upor reached Mazatlan again, by the 17th May. 
a vnobkfm The St. Marys, was off Tampico. 
rotection#™ The Columbus and Vincennes are both under orders 
upon the lit, the Pacific squadron; the Saratoga and Dale have 
eae, aM siled for the same destination. 
e"ses i The Water Witch, at Norfolk, is to proceed to Wash- 
f ington, undergo slight repairs and then leave for the 
of dink Gulf of Mexico. 
an ion | A French vessel is about to sail for America to 
axecutivemmeomplete the hydrography of the bay of Panama from 
they thugmroint Mala to the Bay of Choco. The first soundings 
ade opinmso far, of the coasts of the Pacific are said to have 
the mem.mmpeen effected in 1843 by the French ship the Danae. 
Own Slale orammrec ons a 
s, and uo 
He attri. MEXICO. 
td 
5 ple THINGS IN MEXICO. 
state, andii{cading families—government plunderers—opposition to 
icy. Hel authority—priesthood and monarchy, &c., &c. 
ination off We mentioned briefly, yesterday, that the province 





of Sonora was in a state of revolution; that without 
having matured any design, it was the general wish 
of that state, with Sinaloa, Durango, and Zacetecas, 
bn the south, and California, (the Mexican inhabi- 
ants,) on the north, to form themselves into an inde- 
rendent republic. Our informant, Coptain O'Brian, 
lready introduced to our readers, has had equal op- 
portunities of learning the state of feeling in the 
more eastern provinces of Tamaulipas, Coahuila, 
., and, as briefly as possible, we shall endeavor in 
his article to illustrate the condition of the whole of 
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mand thee 
mination @@ 20 begin: General Urrea, who last August com- 
manded in Sonora, pursuing the unlicensed system 
Which the example of the government sanctioned, 
nder different pretences, pushed his forced loans 
ipon the leading inhabitants, to the most intolerable 
y Ist. xlent—shamelessly, at the same time, applying 
em to his own purposes. Pitica is the principal 
9 own of the state, and the only one where the march 
ns, f intelligence is at all to be detected. It isa very 
ins ld city, but modern streets, schools, &c., prove that 
he spirit of the time is felt there. A Scotchman of 
rly expectelgmeulerprise and ability has establi-hed a seminary, 
the Collingamed the children of all the respectable families are 
ig Spy, t it to receive an English education—even, with 
a The nae consent of their parents, to the neglect of their 





mn language!—so clearly do they foresee and heart- 
desire, a change which is inevitable. In one 
ouse out of every four, English is spoken. The Io- 
ig0 family is the principal one in the state; their 
ealth 1s enormous, and the two sons, within a year 
so, have returned from England, whither they 
gcre sent to receive a military education, that they 
ight be prepared for their career under the new 
der of things. The Senior Inigo, having been 


ific, consi 
attle ships. 
as taking 












at the Brit 
cans from! 
h Mexicot 
mpt. 





















































yn his voyi@m "dered and oppressed by Gen. Urrea, last Au- 
nd the squjm.s” Sent forth and led back with his sons, against 
is also ini. Y> the Yaquis, a powerful tribe af Indians, 
he Colum! tr whom they exercise control. Urrea, at the 
t a aa me, was in command of seven hundred men—that 
a . 





» he had them in jail to prevent desertion. On the 











































Com. bitproach of dnnigo they turned upon their general, 
> Canren™@@pived his enemies, and, returning took him prison- 
st. Lone that time the Innigos have been unmo- 
ow comma To give an idea now of matters in a less remote 
Crur, cond wey of this wretched country, the Conde Harulis 

He adit of the most powerful houses of Zacatecas—a 
can Comm of portion of which province is comprised in his 
Mexican “a, €. He owns ninety haciendas, each of which is 
an call Ber than our neighboring town of St. Charles 







ile his own residence, or rancho, has a population 
/6,000, with three large churches. Pile keeps 
rede: about him accoutrements for one thousand 
‘ros, while his strong box is never void of a 
a large sum in specie. During his absence on 
Occasion, a Mexican colone}—whether under 
merior orders, or robbing on his own account, we 
ade a descent upon his dwelling, and 


otice of blo 
Pls captured 













, of N. Ya 
adron, gol™ 
squadro! 
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carried off $130,000. The Conde having been sent 
for, pursued the colonel, recovered the amonnt he 
had Jost, and finding $200,000 more he retorted by 
capturing and keeping the whole! This owner of 
cities makes no scruple in expressing his desire that 
Uncle Sam would step in and protect himself and 
wealth. 

We have spoken of the indifference—contempt— 
opposition, which prevails in the northern—the thin- 
ly populated states; but even in the more southern 
provinces—Tamaulipas and Zacatecas—where the 
population is dense, the cry for a change of things is 
loud—with this difference, that, ready at any moment 
to upturn present power, the herd could, and proba- 
bly would, fight fiercely against Americans, through 
the fanatic prejudice inspired by their priests, whose 
grossness is only equalled by their artful manage- 
ment of the masses. These priests, (touching whom 
more anon,) are in favor of French rule—a mon- 
archy and an establishad church! Their opposition 
would be general throughout the country, although 
there are enlightened exceptions—for instance, the 
Bishop of Sinaloa, who regards the United States 
most favorably. Father O'Reilly, too, an influen- 
tial Irish priest at Santa Barba, above San Francisco, 
in California, advocates American progress, al- 
though the idea of Mormon immigration disturbs him 
considerably.—St. Louis Reveille. 





CALIFORNIA. 

{From Waddy Thompson's Recollections of Mexico. } 

The inhabitants of California are for the most part 
Indians, a large proportion naked savages, who not 
only have no sympathies with Mexico, but the most 
decided antipathy. 

Mexico has no troops there, and the distance of 
the department prevents any being sent. 

Captain Suter, who was one of Bonaparte’s offi- 
cers, and, I believe, is a Swiss, has for many years 


had an establishment there, and is the real sovereign | 


of the country if any one is, certainly so de facto if 
not de jure. The government of Mexice has done 
none ot these things, such as settlement, extending 
her laws, and affording protection, which alone give 
toa civilized people a right to the country of a sa- 
vage one. As to all these, the natives of California 
are as much indebted to any other nation as to Mext- 


upon them—it is literally a wolf, and belongs to the 
first occupant. Capt. Suter has two forts in Cali 
fornia, and about two thousand persons, natives and 
Europeans, in his employment, all of them armed 
and regularly drilled. 1 have no doubt that his 
force would be more than a match for any Mexican 
force which will ever be sent against him. He has 
once or twice been ordered to deliver up his forts, 
and his laconic reply has been, ‘‘Come and take 
them.” 

From ail the information which I have received— 
and [have been inquisitive on the subject—I am 
well satisfied that there is not on this Continent any 
country of the same extent as little desirable as 
Oregon, nor any in the world which combines as 
many advantages as California. With the exception 
of the valley of the Wallamette, 


and the valley of the Wallamette is of very small 
extent. In the South the only port is at the Colum- 
bia river, and that is no port at all, as the loss of the 


To say nothing of other harbors in California, 
of San Francisco is capacious enough for the navies 


If man was to ask of God a climate, he would ask 
just such an one as that of California, if he had ever 
been there. There is nv portion of our Western 
country which produces all the grains as well; 1 
have been told by more than one person on whom I 
entirely relied, that they had known whole fields to 
produce—a quantity so incredible that 1 will not 
state it. The whole face of the country is covered 
with the finest oats growing wild; sugar, rice, and 
cotton find there their own congenial climate. Be- 
sides all these the richest mines of gold and silver 
have been discovered there, and the pearl fisheries 
have always been sources of the largest profits; and 
more than these, there are the markets of India and 
China with nothing intervening but the calm and 
stormless Pacific ocean. 

The distance from the head of navigation on the 
Arkansas and Red rivers to a navigable point of the 
waters of the Gulf of California isnot more than 
five or six bundred miles, let that distance be over- 
come by a railroad, and whata vista is opened to the 
prosperity and power of our country. I have no 
doubt that the time will come when New Orleans 
will be the greatest city in the world. That period 





would be incalculably hastened by the measures 
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which I have indicated, which would throw into her 
lap the vast commerce of China and India. Great 
Britain, with that wise and far-seeing policy for 
which she is more remarkable than any other govern- 
ment, has already the practical ‘possession of most of 
the ports of the Pacific ocean—New Zealand, the 
Sandwich Islands, and very soon the Society ‘Islands 
also. We have a commerce in that ocean of ‘more 
than fifty millions of dollars, and not a single place 
of refuge for our ships. 

I will not say what is our policy in regard to Cali- 
fornia. Perhaps it is that it remain in the hands of a 
weak power like Mexico, and that all maritime 
powers may have the advantage of its ports. But 
one thing I will say, that it will be worth a war of 


twenty years to prevent England acquiring it, which 


| have the best reasons for believing she desires to 
do, and just as good reasons for believing that she 
will not do if it costs a war with this country. {[tis, 
perhaps, too remote from us to become a member of 
the Union. It is yet doubtful whether the increase 
of our territory will have a federal or a centralizing 
tendency. If the latter, we have too much territory: 
and 1am by no means sure that another sister-re- 
public there, with the same language, liberty, and 
laws, will not, upon the whole, be the best for us.— 
If united in one government, the extremities may be 
so remote as not to receive a proper heat from the 
centre—so, at least, thought Mr. Jefferson, who was 
inspired on political questions if mortal man ever 
was. Iam not one of those who have a rabid crav- 
ing for more territory; on the contrary, I believe 
that we have enough. I know of no great people 
who have not been crowded into a small space—the 
Egyptians, the Romans, the Greeks, and another 
people who have exercised a greater influence 

man and his destiny than all others, the Jews; and, 
in our own time, the English. 1 want no more terri- 
tory, for we have already too much. If I were to 
make an exception to this remark, it would be to ace 
quire California. But I should grieve to see that 
country pass into the hands of England, or any other 
of the great powers. 


Whenever the foreigners in California make the 
movement of separation, it must succeed. The de- 
partment of Sonora, not half the distance from 
Mexico, has been in a state of revolt for the last 
four years, and the government has been unable to 
suppress it. The civil war there has been marked 
by acts of horrible atrocity, which are almost with- 
out a precedent in any country. It is true that they 
do not eat the flesh of their enemies, but they leave 


| them hanging on the trees to feast the birds of prey. 


There is scarcely a road in the whole department 
where such spectacles are not daily exhibited. 








THE FIRST NATIONAL FAIR, 

Held at the City of Washington; commencing on 
Thursday the 2lst. May, and closed on Wednesday, 
evening, the 3rd. June 1846. 


The exhibition was truly national. The firing of 
a salute and the soundof national airs from a band of 





there is scarcely | music prepared for the occasion, announced the open- 
any portion of Oregon which is inhabitable except ing of the doors at meridian, of the ist, Thousands 
for that most worthless of all, hunting population— | of impatient spectators crowded for admission. 


Pains have been taken to spread the impression 


Peacock, and others of our vessels, have proved.— | abroad that the tariff men commenced the work of 
that showing manufactures at Washington, thereby to 


influence members of congress in theit votes upon 


of the world, and its shores are covered with enough | the question of repealing the tariff of 1842. 
timber (a species of live oak) to build those navies. 


But the truth is just the contrary. Mr. Homer, a 
Boston importer, came to Washington with an as- 
sortment of British samples and certain others 
which he termed American samples, either inferior 
in quality or held at higher prices. For these he ob- 
tained one of the committee-rooms of congress, and 
exhibited them to such members as he saw fit. 

But some members dropped in who were not in- 
vited, who pronounced the exhibition most unfair 
and deceptive. These spoke and wrote to other 
friends of American manufactures, and it was re- 
solved to hold a Fair at Washington, in which Ame- 
rican products, qualities and prices, should be truly 
and fairly exhibited. So said, $0 done; the Fair was 
got up; not in the Capitol, but in a house built on 
purpose, and paid for by those who got up the Fair; 
and io this Fair, Mr. Homer was invited to select 
his table and show his British specimens in contrast 
with real American fabrics. He declined to do it.— 
Why so? Had he not chosen the samples most ad- 
vantageous to British production? Certainly. Then 
why not compare them with those chosen on the 
other side? Why should he insist on selecting and 


' exhibiting for both parties? And how can a reputa- 


ble journal assert that the truth and fairness of his 
comparison is ‘“‘silently confessed?”’ ' 
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“The President and his Lady, together with the) building erected by the manufacturers, at the expense 
other ladies of his family, and accompanied by the | of some $5,000, for the purpose of making a grand 
Secretary of War, the Postmaster General, and the | demonstration upon Congress with a view to prevent 
Attorney General, visited the National Exhibition of| that body from interfering with the immense monopoly 
Manufactures on Saturday the 25th, and spent an | enjoyed by that privileged class under the provisions 
hour or two in viewing the vast and varied display of | of the present Tariff, I noticed many very handsome 
American skill and industry there gathered together. | specimens of carpeting, and other manufactures, 
The President expressed himself highly gratified, as| which are displayed for the approaching exhibition. 
he certainly must have been much impressed, if not) And amoug other facts that I learned about their 
surprised, by the extent and beauty of the exhibition.” | heautiful fabrics was this: that many of them had prices 
Sized upon them very much lower than the same quality and 
description of goods can be imported for from foreign 
countries. 

The beautiful imperial carpeting sent from the 
Thompsonville manufactory, in Connecticut, is priced 
at ¢2 per yard—a price very much lower than the 
merchants can obtain the same for in the large 
quantities. he 

Now, this fact proves one of two things—viz: that 
these fabrics are offered at a lower price than the 
manufacturer can afford to sell them for, or that he 
does not need protection. 

Of course, Congress will take the manufacturer 
at his word. And if he can produce as good if nota 
better fabric, as his foreign rival at a lower price, there 
is no need of taxing the consumer for his particular 
benefit. The argument in favor of protection is re- 
moved at once.* . 

That it is a fact that the American manufacturer 
can manufacture a better fabric at a lower price than 
his foreign rival, is stoutly contended for, I understand, 
by the zealous advocates of the protective system.— 
This was the alleged reason on their part for getting 
up this great political Whig fair, which is to be held in 
this city next week. Its avowed design is, to show to 
Congress and the world, that the American manufac- 
turer can make a better fabric for the same price 
than his foreign rival; and consequently to prove that the 
American manufacturer stands in no need of high duties 





An edifice was constructed at an expense of about 
$5000, for the accomodation of the Fair. A pavilion 
in the form of a T; 260 feet in length in one direction 
and 240 feet in the other, 60 feet wide each, besides 
spacious sheds the whole length on each side for the 
accomodation of carriages, machinery, agricultural 
implements, and other heavy apparatus. The whole 
interior was beautifully decorated with cambric of 
various colors, tastefully displayed. It was lighted 
and ventilated by skylights during the day, and 
brilliantly illuminated by gas at night. 


PUBLIC NOTICES AND COMMENTS OF THE PRESS. 

“It is particularly gratifying to observe’ remarked 
the National Intelligencer of the 23d, ‘“‘that the 
numerous visitors who throng the spacious building do 
not parade through it as though they had been brought 
together from mere curiosity to behold a rare and 
novel spectacle, but they are busily employed in 
examining the qualities, inquiring into the prices, and 
other circumstances, attending the various specimens 
of manufactures; thus enabling themselves as Ameri- 
can citizens strongly interested in the question, by 
ascertaining the value of the American system,to act 
knowingly upon it. This is all the manufacturers can 
require: they can have no more anxious wish than that 
the public, the consumers of the articles which they 
produce;**Aould have the means of judging for them- 


“Yesterday, says the Richmond Enquirer, of 22d the 
great tariff fair commenced at Washington. It wil] 
doubtless, present a magnificent display of American 
ingenuity. Were it stripped of its political character, 
we should hail it with pleasure—and even now, 
though its avowed object be to operate upon the 
members of Congress to continue the injustice of 
“protection,” we are not sorry that the attempt is 
made; for unless we are deceived, it will have the 
opposite effect, and open the eyes of the people’s 
Representatives to the impropriety of special legisla- 
tion.” 

“We were glad to observe among the visiters to-day 
many persons of high influence in the country, and 
some who have hitherto,been unfavorable to a protec- 
tive tariff. It may be trusted that a walk through the 
Fair, and a considerate contemplation of the objects 
presented, may have a favorable effect upon their fu- 
ture course.” 

“The interest of this exhibition increases every day, 
and we expect that it will be fully arranged (which it 
has not yet been) early in the present week. Weare 
very doubtful whether the building, spacious as it is, 
will be found capacious enough for the immense quan- 
tity of articles which are and will be forwarded for 
exhibition.” 


CONGRESSIONAL NOTICE OF THE FAIR. 


The subject was adveried to in the House of Re- 
presentatives on the 26th of May, and is thus 
alluded to by the Washington correspondent of the 
United States Gazette. 


Mr. Payne, while the house in committee of the 
whole were considering the civil and diplomatic bill, 
made one of his characteristic attacks upon the pro- 
teclive system, upon the manufacturers of the north, 
and upon the National Fair. He wished to know 
whether anything was to be done with the revenue 





- selves. To this test the manufacturers may very 

| safely and confidently trust the question of the en— 
couragement due to American industry.” 

41 In their notice of the third day's exhibition, the 

a Editors of the National Intelligencer, observe: ‘““We 


to protect him from the competition of the foreign manu- 
Sacturer. 

As the friend of a moderate revenue tariff, I am 
‘rejoiced that the manufacturing monopolists have 
‘concluded to make this demonstration upon Congress, 
and thus to establish the fact to the world, that they 
stand in no need of what they call protection, but 
which, in other words, means no more than the 
privilege of taxing the great mass of their fellow- 


are sorry to find that there are persons who, either 
from ignorance or malevolence, state that a system of 
deception is endeavored to be practiced by the pro- 
moters of this Fam; that the prices marked on the | 
7 goods are not those for which the propeltors would | citizens in order to enrich themselves. The privilege 
dispose of, them, and othe r similar assertions. The | o¢ dividing profits at the rate of from 20 to 100 per 
manufacturers bave nothing to fear from the fact or! cent on their capital stock each year, through the aid 
argument. But mustepresentation may work its way | of an un just Tariff—a system of legislative robbery— 
: unnofiged because undiscovered, ane ps oaly pou | cannot be surrendered without a great effort. Money 
bls nounced when detected. Durin Oo oiterings 1" + | will be poured out like water to prevent it. The 
te in the Fair on Saturday Deke accidentally met wie: two | manufacturers can not only afford to pension Senators 
. persons who were detailing to small groups of listen- ‘to act in Congress as their agents and attorneys; but 
1 ors. statements such as we have alluded to. We | they can spend profitably $100,000 in getting up a 
it ny authorized by more than one of the principal ex- great fair, to operate upon the representatives of the 
hibitors of goods to state that all such assertions as | people. All this is nothing, in comparison with the 
we have alluded to are false, wherever, whenever, immense privilege of pillaging their countrymen, 
f and by whomsoever they may be made.” | which they haa of olher 
We were at some pains to ascertain for ourselves | My opinion is, that the effect of this great demon- 
in relation to these facts, and are free to verify the | stration of the chiefs of the spinners and weavers of 


statement above made, to its full extent. the North will be only to excite scorn and contempt 





can be no doubt; numbers of the anti-protective | designed to affect. 
journals called upon their business friends and the | During the bank panic of 1834, the myrmidons of 
advocates of “free trade,”—to be upon the spot, pre- | federalism threatened to march an army of ten thou- 
pared for a close inspection and to prevent deception. | sand men to this city to encamp on Capitol Hill until 

Congress restored the deposites. 
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The Richmond Enquirer of the 23d concludes an | 
editorial by observing:— 

“We hear that some of our merchants mean to 
visit the Fair, to test the fairness of the manufacturers. | y jth a similar result. 

n aofuageed > ong sty orders at the ww pe 1ces | In conclusion, I would suggest that the merchants 
ced by them for the public inspection, the merchants | of the country would do well to attend this fair, and 
will make their contracts. In that case, the manufac- | purchase their supplies, at the prices affixed lo the samples 
turers admit that they can manufacture cheaper than to be there exhibited. If the manufacturers refuse to 
abroad, and, therefore, do not need “protection.” If} gy) large orders at such prices, they will only show 
they will not sell large quantities upon the same terms | to the world that they have come here for the purpose 
as set forth on their labels, their apr gocke €X-| of deception. If they will agree to fill large orders 
posed. ae may BA afford, out of their aa prot-| at those prices, they will only prove that they need 
sushi tenets of Wee eats ok il te ede no protection. On one of the horns of the dilemma 
! ; . : ” 
to fill large standing orders at the same prices’. That ye nites 
is the quzstion. In any event, we have them on the 
hip.” 

Tin thesame paper is a communication over the sig- 
nature of “Fair Piay,” commended in an editorial, 
for its “strength, precision, aud unanswerable logic” 
—which says:— 

‘Having occasion yesterday to stroll into the large 


“operative’’) to beleaguer Congress, in order to prevent 
the modification of the tariff, and, I trust and believe, 


*Is not the argument in favor of reducing the duties 
just as effectually removed? If protecting American 
industry fora time, enables the American manufacturer 
to bring to market a cheaper article than his foreign 
competitor can produce of the same quality, is not all 
motive for a change removed?—can there be any excuse 
for sending elsewhere for that which our own workmen 
can produce as cheap and of as good quality?—Ed. Reg. 




























That a critical examination was instituted, thane) in the bosoms of members of Congress, whom it is | 


We are now to) 
have an army of gentlemen manufacturers, (not the | 
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system at this session? He believed that nine-tenths 
| of the democracy of the country demanded a reform 
| of the tariff. A bill had been reported six weeks 
| ago, and it still slept upon the clerk’s table in the 
deep silence of the tomb. He hoped congress would 
yet be aroused to action upon this subject. He re- 
ferred to the resolutions of the Baltimore Conven- 
tion upon this subject, and called upon all who ap- 
proved the doings of that convention to redeem their 
pledges when they come to act upon that bill. The 
| democratic party he insisted, had pledged itself at 
the Baltimore Convention on the subject of the tariff, 
and he had travelled in various states of the Union 
‘since that convention was held, and he had found 
| the democracy unanimous in demanding a reform in 
the tariff. He hoped the whigs would co-operate in 
this great duty to their country, that they wou!d look 
to the interests of their posterity, {that they certain- 
_ly will,j and would sacrifice all party feelings to the 
| permanent prosperity of their children. A very rea- 
‘sonable request and hope, certainly, and one that 
will be complied with to the letter. It is the great 
and paramount object of the whigs to promote the 
permanent prosperity of the country, and of course 
their posterity, and they have been striving to do s0 
for more than twenty years past, and to counteract 
the destructive notions and acts of such men as Mr. 
Payne, and the politicians of his school, and, thank 
fortune, they have in a measure succeeded. Mr. 
| Payne did not doubt that all that avarice and cup!- 
'dity could invent would be attempted to prevent this 
'result, (the repeal of the tariff.) Millionaries would 
band together to effect this object. A fair had been 
gotten up, he said, in this city. and free tickets had 
been presented to members of congress, with a view 
to warp their judgments, and thus contro] the legis 
lation of the house. The object was to induce con- 
gress to keep up the protective policy. 
* * % x % x 


Mr. P. spoke of the building which had been 
erected for the fair, 500 feet long and 60 wide, and 
‘seemed to think there was a cat in this meat tub— 
‘something which looked very like acat. There w3$ 
'something about it he could not understand—and 10 
‘that there was no mystery; there is a great deal 
‘about it which he cannot comprehend. He did not 
| believe that high duties made Jow prices, and if they 
did, why did these manufacturers want high duties 











for? He could not believe that men could gather 
together from all quarters at such an expense, [c 


the sake of lowering the prices of their goods! 
was the cat in the meat tub to him. He did not smell 
a rat, but he thought he saw a cat. 

” * * * ¥ * 

Mr. Seaborn Jones said the committee of ways and 
means were desirous to bring forward the tarilf su 
ject; but could not until the appropriation bills 
|'were disposed of. It is not their intention, it wou 
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seem from this, to take up the tariff immediately; 
not until the > appropriation bills are acted on 
disposed of. 

et Collamer, of Vermont, and Mr. Stewart of 
Pa., took occasion to day to reply to the remarks of 
Mr. Payne. Mr. Collamer said he did not know 
whether a debate would be allowed by the majority, 
upon the tariff or not, but if it were not, it would be 
because they dare not meet the friends of the pro- 
tection in the open field of fair argument. 

Mr. Stewart poured a broadside of hot shot into 
Mr. Payne. He told him that the exhibition of Ame- 
rican fabrics was ridiculed because the fabrics were 
American and not British. That had they been Bri 
tish fabrics they would have been extolled by the 
free traders to the skies. That a British agent could 
come here and occupy one of the commitlee rooms 
in the capitol, to exhibit British manufactures, and 
it was all right; members rushed into the room to 
see how much cheaper and better British goods were 
than American. There was no ridicule there, no, 
it was all right, it was an argument in favor of the 
reduction of the tariff; but when American manu- 
facturers, whose fabrics had been misrepresented, 
undertook to show the world what they had done 
and were doing under the fostering protection of the 
turiff of °42; when they presented their manufac- 
tures here to show that they were not only better 
than the British manufactures, but cheaper, why it, 
was alla humbug! These men cannot bear to see 
Americans going ahead—their patriotism, is more 
comprehensive, and looks to British interests—they 
would rather see all our goods imported and our- 
selves dependent upon foreigners for necessaries and 
comforts of life. Mr. S. said he was at the fair this 
morning, that eye sore of the free trade men, and 
saw some seven or eight hundred children, the scho 
lars of the free schools of this city. These were | 
American, but he supposed the free traders would | 
much prefer to import our children also. [A great | 
laugh. } 








The Baltimore American, remarked that:—‘The 
grand display of the products of American industry 
now exhibited at Washington, seems to givegreat an- 
noyance to some whose democratic predilections in 
favour of British goods have become embodied in the 
form of apolitical principle. The first announcement 
of the design of the Fair caused an uneasy agitation 
among this class of devotees, and alarmed the British 
emissary who, with samples in hand, represented Man- 
chester and Birmingham in the American Capitol. 

Every step in the preliminary preperations, every in- 
dication of earnestness and public interest, manifested 
as the occasion drew near, tomake the exhibition wor- 
thy of the great cause of American industry, gave rise 
to increased apprehensions. It is no wonder that the 
actual opening of the Fair, with a magnificence be- 
coming its character and objects should now inspire 
positive alarm. 

“A correspondent of the Union, like the individual 
who whistled to show that he was not afraid, under- 
takes a jest on the occasion of the Fair—an elaborate 
piece of facetiousness, of which the following is a spe- 
cimen: 

“The great manufacturing interestin the great nation 
of the United States, notsatisfied with all the monopo- 
lies it has hitherto enjoyed, has at last, as a finishing 
stroke, brought itself into competition with the mena- 
gerie, now exhibiting in this ciiy, and it is becomiuga 
question at every corner, which will eventually keep 
the field. At the outsetof the contest, bets were two 
to one in favor of the menagerie, but since the lordly 
manufacturers have brought down the price of their 
tickets of admission to the great National Fair to 12 1-2 
cts (!!!) the odds are taken off, and wagers now, when 
taken at all, are in favor of the knights of the spindle 
especially so far as the collection of numbers is con- 
cerned, it being sagely concluded that many of the lit- 
tle "uns, who in this matter are each to count one, will 
have a ‘levy when they can’t raise a quarter.” 

The humour of this is too exquisite to last long; and 
accordingly the witty joker soon degenerates into the 
abusive lampooner, who talks of “loom nobility,’’— 
“haumbugging the people’s representatives’—selling “‘a 
good article at a losing price’, for the purpose of de- 
ceiving”—and other such phrases common to the voca- 
bulary ofsuch adepts. An inspection of the various 
products of domestic labor now collected at Washing- 
ton, from the fabrics of the extensive manufacturer to 
the workmanship of the solitary artizan in his shop, 
would be calculated, so one would think, to inspire re- 
spect and admiration in the bosom of every beholder 
capable of such feelings in the sight of things worthy 
to inspire them.” 


habits and the diligent cultivation and highest exercise 


Another correspondent of the Union,” designates 
this beautiful pavilion, filled with every species of 
Agricultural implements and the productions of every 
branch of American mechanical industry and skill,— 
“the clapboard Northern Cotton House” 


The New York Evening Post, the leading *‘free trade’’ 
Journal of that city, introduces a leading editorial thus:— 

“Tue Manuracrorers’ Fark at Wasuincron.—But 
for the interesting events on the T'exan frontier, the great 
Manufacturers’ Fair now holding at Washington would, 
we have little doubt, be the main topic of the news- 
papers. It is got up with an oriental magnificence such 
as never attended any public exhibition of the kind in 
this country. The agents and treasures of the great 
factories owned by co.nbina ions of powerfu! capitalists, 
the aristocracy of the country, have lavished upon it an 
expense which well sustains the reputation of the prince- 
ly revenues shared, once in six months, among their 
principals. Menand women throng to it in crowds as 
they throng in Paris to the spectacles of the three days, 
and pay their money for the privilege of squeeziag through 
the thronged passages between, the counters on which 
the fabrics are exposed. ‘The object of this fair is to 
persuade the members of Congress not to vote for a re- 
duction of the present tariff. It would not surprise us, 
however, if the members were to draw from it a different 
lossen from what is expected of thein. 

“A correspondent of the Washington Union, speaking 
of the flannels from the Virginia Wooilen Company, at 
Richmond, as cheaper than any other exhibited at the 
fair, remarks that the agent, Mr. Jones, considers the 
duty in the tariff lately prepared by the Committee of 
Ways and Means as amply sufficient forthe success of 
hiscompany. He notices fabrics from several small 
factories in Virginia and Maryland; brown cottons from 
the Laurel Factory in Maryland, and cotton shirtings 
made by Gambrill, Carroll & Co., of the same state, 
cheaper and more perfect in texture than those woven 
in the looms of the lees incorporation at the east. 

“Our Washington correspondent mentions that Colonel 
Pratt, of Prattsville, who has sent some fine specimens 
of leather to the fair, says that with attention and in- 
dustry his manufacture would succeed without protec- 
tion. tis precisely so wiih the cotton and woollen 
manutactures. Attention and industry are required,and 
who is there that has a right to ask to be dispensed from 
the necessity of attention and industry? Protection and 
prohibitory duties are but premiums on American idle- 
ne8s, instead of encouragements to American industry. 

“If you would spoi] a young man let him begin the 
world with a fortune. If you would make a useful and 
thriving man of him, if you would ensure laborious 


of his talents, Jet him begin the world with nothing. Let 
him scramble for himself, and make his own way to 
fortune. 
“It is precisely so with manufacturing pursuits. This 
“fostering of our infant manufactures,” as the prohibition- 
ists call it in their cant, this favoring and pampering the 
capitalists) who choose to make cotton or woollen cloths, 
is the very worst policy fur a nation which desires the 
perfection of its manufactures. It is allowing the young 
tellow to setout in life with anestate. It spoils him by 


pressed of them by the opponents of an American Tanfi? 
Oh, these are quite a different concern. Why should we 
fear them? “Free trade” washes out all objections to 
them. They, io be sure, oughi to be encouraged, court- 
ed—our onerous ‘black tariff’ should be taken out of their 
way forthwith. Let us offer them every inducement to 
send the products of their operatives, and of their 
tremendous establishments, to compete with our rough 
hewn, single handed and toiling workman. 


But what a different picture would almost every man in 
our community draw from his own observation, if not from 
his own experience, fresh from recollections too well 
filled from real life. Which of us cannot, name the men 
and point to evidences of their honest efforts, who have 
year after year, nay for a whole life time struggled on 
with ardent hopes of succeeding in their enterprizes,but 
who in spite of frugality, industry, and perseverance, 
have been kept miserably poor for want of a fair share 
of encouragement in theirown market, and from their 
own kin, and neighbors? Is this you “starting out in 
life with an estate?” Aye, just such anestate as your 
“free trade” doctrines have entailed upon him and his. 

Some foreign pedler of far inferior articles it may be, 
has been courted and encouraged and patronized, at 
his expense. Foreign operatives starving under heavy 
exactions and deprivations, send a cheaper commodity, 
undersell our mechanics, and starve them and their 
families down to their own condition. 

And this, at last, is the true question at issue; whether 
our manufacturers, mechanics, and laborers, shall, for 
all future time, be brought to compete with the half- 
starved, double tasked, and down-trodden operatives of 
urope, rather than by a generous encouragement and 
protection enable them to obtain a fair startin the race 
of competition. 


What occupation, what business in life is there that 
does not, at first starting, require countenance and en- 
couragement? How many thousands for wantof such 
countenance, are kept wretched and povexty-stricken 
through weary years, exhausting all the ardour of youth, 
_all the energies of manhood, until grey hairs find them 
| poorer than when they commenced the struggle of life? 

And these men are now to be taunted by the advocates 
of foreign isterests with the bitter sarcasm of “having 
started in life with an estate?” not of funds, or of posses- 
sions, but of protection, under the laws of their own 
country? 

These are the men that are now called upon to sacrifice 
what little of protection the last three years have extended 
to them, and under which they had begun to feel the 








exempting him from that attention and industry to which 
it is best that all men shOuld be held. The true policy 
is to thrust our manufactures into the open field of com- 
petition with all the world.” 


Now so far as we have been able to perceive, there are 
precious few of either our manufactures or manufacturers 
that have “started out in life with an estate.’ Another 
and an opposite picture would be far truer to the life. Most, 
we might almost say all of our manufacturers start out 
destitute of any other capital than that of their ingenuity, 
industry, and perseverance. Instead of having been 
pampered and spoiled, they that have succeeded, have 
done it through toil incessant. And what is their reward 
for the prosperity which they may have won, and for the 
encouragement which their example and their means 
have diffused to the communities around them?—what 
encouragement, what countenance is afforded them by 
their fellow citizens of the ‘free-trade’ school? Why 
absolutely it would seen as if nothing in nature was so 
horrible to the vision of these men, as a successful, and 
therefore wealthy manufacturer; provided always, that he 
be a manufacturer on this side of the Atlantic—for, how- 
ever strange it may seem, yet the fact is, that these same 
men have no aversion, whatever—no fears of—no dis- 
like to,even a MILLIONAIRE manufacturer, if his establish- 
ment be situated beyond our own borders. Your “‘free 
trade” partizan has a keen eye to discriminate between 





the foreign nabob the product of whose looms and 
shops must necessarily pass through the hands of the 
foreign factor, and him whose work shops being in our 
own vicinity, requires no such qualifying process. The 
one is all that is evil—is death and destruction to every 
interest, at least to HIS interest; the other, why a success- 
ful foreign manufacturer, or foreign capitalist, or foreign 
lords of the loom, or EARL of the tilt-hammer, is by no 
means to be dreaded; what apprehension is ever ex- 


first ray of the sunshine of prosperity? Ed. Nat, Reg. 


Tue Bactimore Patrior remarked:—“The streams 
of visitors to the great National Fair continue to pour 
into Washington in undiminished numbers. The 
spectacle which this glorions array of the skill, in- 
dustry and ingenuity of our countrymen presents is 
indeed one of which the Nation has just reason to be 
proud; and it is not wonderful, therefore, that each 
successive day in Washington witnesses the presence 
of crowds of new faces—of both sexes and all con- 
ditions—examining with eager interest and patriotic 
pride the innumerable variety of objects that have 
been concentrated in this vast exhibition. All who 
go to the Fair are, of course, under the influence of 
high anticipations, and yet none come away without 
being highly gratified and, in many cases, truly sur- 
prised, at these proud evidences of the advanced 
condition of the industrial arts under that system 
which recognises as a measure ct’ sound policy, true 
wisdom and bounden duiy, the protection of home 
industry. We ourselves have had the pleasure of a 
somewhat critical examination of the various items of 
which the Fair is made up, but not having had the 
convenient opportunity of “taking notes,” we prefer 
to omit the mention of details rather than run the 
chance of doing apparent injustice to contributors 
whose names and works might not be recollected.— 
All the great and leading elements which furnish 
occupation to the industry of the country—cotton, 
wool, iron, leather, &c. &c. are here displayed in the 
innumerable forms and combinations which labor and 
skill, operated by aggregate capital or individual 
enterprise, have produced. The cottdn, woollen and 
worsted goods give evidence of the most striking im- 
provement in the styles and qualities, at the same 
time that the prices of thera show a cheapness of cost 
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to the consumer so moderate as to satisfy the most 
exacting. Long lists of other articles, less prominent 
in importance when taken singly, yet as a whole con- 
tributing largely to the supply of the demands made 
for purposes of utility, comfort and luxury, are also 
to be seen in great variety, excellence, tasie and 
beauty. We are proud tosay that Baltimore occupies 
a prominent place at the Fair, both on account of the 
number and variety of specimens exhibited, and the 
masterly style of their manufacture and finish. The 
excellence and elegance of our city’s contribution of 
industrial products are spoken of by most visiters, and 
have deservedly placed her manufacturers and artizans 
in an elevated position.” 


Fancy Laces.—Mr. Joseph 
Weed, manufacturer of fancy laces, Neapolitan and 
Pamela braids for bonnets,from Kensington,Philadelphia, 
esterday presented Mirs. Polk, the President’s lady, a 
eautifa bonnet, made of glass and silk, of which there 
are several others like it exhibited at the manufacturers’ 
fair, now open at Washington. Mr. Weed was in- 
troduced to Mrs. Polk, at the President’s mansion, by 
Mr. Charles J. Ingersoll, representative of Kensington, 
and presented her this elegant specimen of the fine arts, 
which was most courteously accepted. mg can 
pig ooss the brilliant whiteness, smoothness, and lustre 
of this wonderful imitation of the finest muslin or cam- 
bric.— Washington Union. 


Viretsta BroapMEapow Srret.—We are informed 
that the Broadmeadow Steel Company, of this city, have 
forwarded very fine samples of the steel made at its 
works, to the great National Fair, now in progress at 
Washington; and also a parcel of beautiful tools, manu- 
faciured of its steel, similar to those exhibited some time 
since at the Fair at Richmond. ‘These tools, the irun 
and steel, and the iron of which the steel was made, are 
all of Virginia manufacture; thus exhibiting, ina manner 
which would do credit to any of the older nations of 
Europe,-the results of our own enterprise, from the 
raising of the native ore to the last touches of the polish- 
ing wheel. And, whatis not less creditable to the man- 
ufacturers than interesting to the whole country, is the 
fact that this steel has borne the severest tesis, by the 
best workmen in the city, (with all their prejudices 
against it asa new article,) and it has been pronounced 
equal to thatimported from abroad. Such a result ought 
to be mast gratifying to every American, particularly at 
a time when we know not at what moment the sword 
may be unsheathed against us by the nation on which 
we are most dependent for so valuable an article. The 
Company, we are pleased to learn, has completed most 
ot its works, machinery, é&c., for duing a large, and we 
hope @ profitable, business. It is preparing to put its 
steel in market, which it can do under certificates of the 
most flattering character.—Richmond Whig. 





The American Sentinel, one of the warmest of the 
Philadelphia Administration Journals, had the following 
leading editorial. 

Tre Mammots Fair, Wasutneron —The great Fair 
at Washington, is a theme of general approbation. It 
will cast a light upon home indusiry, at the very point, 
where the light ought to beam with most power. Many 
years have elapsed Since our fathers declared that they 
ought not only to be Independent in name but in reality. 

e have seen it mentioned, in some of the papers, with 
a note of admiration,that specimens of American manu- 
factures will be brought to the Fair, for exbibiuon from 
old Virginia. ‘This seems to excite the especial wonder 
of some, but it ought to be borne in mind, that the electors 
of President in Virginia many years ago after having 
voted for Thomas Jefferson as Chief Magistrate, at a 

blic dinner drank some of the most decided toasts ia 

avor of home industry that are to be found any where 

upon record, During that era of excitement in favor of 
domestic industry, a troop of horse paraded on the 4ih of 
July, ia Petersburg, Va. clad in uniform of American 
manufacture. We might give far more details, as to 
Southern anxiety then, upon the prosperity of our do- 
mestic articles, but we forbear. Atsomé other time,we 
may take that subject up. We would simply remark, 
that congress then did not hesitate to put a duty on 
Foreign Coal to proiect the Virginia mines, which still 
exist. Butto return. The Fair, we hope, will be wel! 
supplied, with articles from the East, West, North, and 
South, It will exhibit, what our manufacturers will be 
able to do for our couniry in the event of war. We shall 
see to what a high state we have arrived in making 
every thing essential to the comfort of human existence. 
* The Fair,” will spread before the nation the march of 
mind. It will imprint upon the memories of those who 
shall see our handiwork, to whata nigh destiny we 
are approaching, that when our hundred millions shall 
cover our land, that we will be a great world within 
ourselves, and that we willbe the great con: umers of the 
cotton of this country. The day is not far off, when the 
states, will be bound by stronger ties than we fee draw- 
ing us together at this time. Itis yearly advancing.— 
The states of this immense empire, will then look to each 
other, as their own and best customers. “The Fair” 
should be well-attended, by all who glory in the pros- 
perity of our Republic. The ladies should lend their 

proval to.this splendid exhibition of American talents. 
The reat display will doubtless astound some of the 
best friends ofthe tariff. It will open up volumes in the 
history of home industry, that have never been seen 
before. It willshew what American genius can achieve, 





and settle one prtetapestic n forever, that men who have 
done so much by the fostering care of the government, 
deserve the hearty and abiding thanks of the whole 
American nation. wd American citizen who shall 
closely inspect the wonderful display that will meet his 
eyes at the great exhibition, may well be me of his 
country and the mighty genius of our people.”’ 





The following is the concluding notice taken of 
the exhibition by the National Intelligencer. 

“This gratifying and important national exhibition 
is over, so faras the mere exhibition extends. But 
its effects upon the forty thousand (probably fifty 
thousand) persons who have visited it are yet to be 
developed. These effects cannot but be permanent; 
we have no right to suppose that they will not be 
also emmently salutary, and productive of lasting 
good to the cause of domectic industry and ingenuity; 
the all-important interest of Home Manuracrures. 

In this National exhibition, New EneLanp has, as 
might have been expected, held the first place. She 
has nobly come up to the work, and established the 
cause of American manufactures upon the firmest 
basis. New York has not been-so prominent in the 
business as we have hoped and expected she would 
have been. New Jersey and Pennsytvania have 
gallantly assisted the exhibition, and DeLaware has 
done more than her proportion. We are proud of 
the position which our neighbors of Maryianp and 
Viremia occupy in this National assemblage of 
National productions. Maryland, we were aware, 
was heart and hand in the work; we knew of her 
noble establishmenis at the Laurel Factory, in St. 
Mary’s county, on the Patapsco, round Baltimore, 
and generally throughout the State, and expected 
much from her; yet she has exceeded our expectation. 
But we were not prepared for such a display, so ex- 
cellent in quality, so moderate in price, and so various 
in description, as Vireinia has exhibited. All hail 
to the Ancrent Domrmton! We will no longer allow 
her to be classed by our opponents as an anti-manu- 
facturing State. Her offerings to this National ex- 
hibition have silenced that slander! The manufac- 
turing spirit has also extended to the cotton-growing 
States of Norrm Caroxiima and Geroreia; and what 
can be so well adapted to the development of the 
energies of these patriotic States as the creation of a 
home market for the consumption of their staple 
productions? As American citizens, knowing no 
distinction between East and West, and North and 
South, but feeling convinced that the interest of the 
whole is most closely connected with the subject of 
Domestic Industry; we rejoice in this Fair as having 
afforded the most gratifying testimony that a common 
ground is about to be established, on which those 
who have hitherto differed in opinion may have their 
honest difficulties solved, by the substitution of facts 
for figures, and plain straightforward demonstrations, 
palpable to the senses, for the mysteries of political 
economists and the speculations of closest politicians. 
But we have agrateful work before us,which, though 
tardy in our attention to it, we assure our readers is a 
labor of love; and gladly should we devote our time 
and our columns to any extension of the subject which 
our correspondents might desire, if other most impor- 
tant parts of the great National drama of the day did 
not require our attention and our space.” 


THE EXHIBITION. 


The space we have taken in urder to show what 
has been said of the Nationa Fair, abridges that 
which otherwise would have been appropriated to 
something like a detailed description of what was 
there exhibited, with which design we first com- 
menced this article. The former was readier to our 
hand, and perhaps equally useful as a record for fu- 
ture reference. The latter is an interminable as- 
sortment, to describe which would require volumns, 
instead of a few pages. For two weeks the co- 
lumns of the daily journals have been occupied in 
the detail, and, and yet ail allow that their lists are 
exceedingly short of embracing the whole. 

We shall merely refer to some as a specimen of 
the rest. We resort to various publications of the 
day, of course, but are more frequently indebted to 
the National Intelligencer than to any other of the 
journals. 


Amongst the first objects to attract attention, on 
entering the pavillion, was a complete set of rose- 
wood furniture for a bed chamber, as a specimen of 
the handiwork of Philadelphia manufacturers, The 


bed-stead was in the antique gothic style, elaborately 
carved. 


——= 


HOUSEHOLD FURRITURE. 

The grand display of richly ornamented and clagg;. 
cally-executed Hovsrnotp Furniture, immediately 
on our right hand on entering the Fair, imperatively 
attracted our attention. The principal articles form 
a suit of bedroom furniture, in roséwood and marble, 
from the manufactory of Crawrorp Riwp ie, of Phi). 
adelphia. It consists of a richly carved and ornamen. 
ted bedstead, valued by itself at $2,500; two bureaus. 
a cheval glass, wardrobe, washstand, toilet stand, and 
six chairs, all in the richest and most correct Gothic 
style, and valued together at $8,000. It is not easy to 
imagine any thing more costly in point of finish than 
these articles.* - There are other «rticles of rich furpj- 
ture from Mr. Rippie’s manufactory. Messrs. J & A, 
Crovt, of Philadelphia, have furnished very beautify! 
centre tables, manufactured from the following Ame. 
rican wood; tulip, poplar, birdseye, cherry, American 
ash, curl walnut, and maple root. Messrs. Quantoy 
& Lutz, of Philadelphia, have some fine specimens of 
furnitureware in chairs, chiffoniers, &c. Messrs, 
Wuire, of Philadeiphia, have contributed a very rich 
rocking-chair, music-stool, &c. We regard all these 
specimens of the skill and taste of our artisans as high. 
ly creditable to the producers, whilst the very fact of 
their production affords prima Factia evidence of a de- 
mand for them, and this demand, we think, this exhi- 
bition cannot fail to increase. 


*We learn from Washington papers that the Right 
Hon. Ricnarp Paxennam, Minister of Queen Victoria 
at the city of Washington, has purchased this splendid 
set of furniture, the price of which was $8000. Letter 
writers are ata loss to decide whether the Minister in- 
tends to present this specimen of American workmanship 
to Queen Victoria, or whether he designs them to 
accomodate a bride of his own, which all seem to agree 
that he ought no longer tv postpone obtaining. 


WooLLeN manuFactures. The display made by our 
countrymen in this important department of manufac. 
tures, one of the earliest to attract the attention of the 
British government, and by that government fostered 
with a care that for hundreds of years has never slum. 
bered for a moment, was truly a proud trophy. We 
gazed upon the exhibit with a heart beating high with 
exultation at such evidences of achievement. The fa- 
brics of the loom were rich, and varied, and beautiful. 
Though prepared to witness improvements in this de- 
— the variety, and number of articles, and their 

auty, and more than all, their prices did surprise us. 
We can give but a faint idea by type,—reader, ima- 
gine an assortment from each of the following: 

Northampton and Webster’s woollens, Massachusetts, 
$2 85 per yard. 

The Middlesex and Lowell Woollen Mills, of the 
same s‘ate, cloth $1 374 to $1 50 per vard. 

East Norwich woollens 90 cts. to $1 per yard. 

Pontusuck cloth $2 per So ‘ 

The Hamilton Woollen Company,Southbridge, Mass. 

The Denny Manufacturing Company, Barre, Mass. 

Northampton Woollen Company. 

The New England Manufacturing Company, Ver- 
ment, Connecticut. 

W. & D. D. Farnum, Waterford, Mass. 

Webster Woollen Company, Webster, Masse. 

C. & J. Dupont, Wilmington, Del. 

Northfield, Massachusetts, cloths at $1 37}. 

F. Windsor, woollens, Connecticut, $1 per yard. 

Waterford woollens, Mass. $1 50 per yard. 

G. Vern, woollens $12 per yard. 

Amesbury, Mass., woollens 50c. to $2 50 per yard. 

H. Hyde’s Falls River, Mass., woollens $5 to 80 cts. 
per yard. 

Morrison’s woollen goods, Mass. 40 to 70 cts. per yd. 

Woollens from Troy, N. York 70 cis. per yard. 

Woollen goods from Philadelphia at 25 cts, per yard. 

Worsted stuff goods for summer clothing, a fine a 
sortment from Andover, Mass. 

Superior flannels from do. 

Beautiful white woollens, of American wool, from 
Richmond, Virginia; fine and cheap, brilliant red flan- 
nels do. 

Do. from J. Heern’s manufactory, Waterville, Vi: 

White and colured flannels from A. & A. Lawrence, 


ston. 

Do. from A. J. Sawyer, Dover, New Hampshire, all 
of American wool. 

Bellerica, Mass., woollens. 

Wovullens trom Rochester, N. Hampshire. 

Do. of various colors, from Concord, N. H. 

White and red flannels from Delaware co., Penn. 
_ A great variety of woollen checks, some of fine qual: 
ity and good design, from Salisbury, Massachusetts, 
from A. & A. Lawrence, Bosion, trom ‘T’. H. Dickin 
son, Philadelphia, Gilbert & Co., Ware, Mass. 

Various sainples of negro cloth, from Parker & Co. 
Rochester, N. Hampshire, from Parker & Co , Boston, 
and from Chelinsiord, Mass. 

Sainples of Georgia plains, from Geo. Schley, of Au 
gusta, Georgia. 

Georgia stripes, or India goods, from do. _ 

Samples of woollen manufactures from W. P. Elia 
son, of Orange court-house, Virginia. F 

Messrs. Wethered, of Baltimore county, Marylan¢, 
had an assortment of almost every variety of woollen 
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Large piles of plaids and checks from Lowell, Mass.; 
very beaatiial fancy cassimeres from Norwich, East 
Windsor, Vernon, and Somers, Conn.;_ and from Ded- 
ham, Waterford, Templeton, and Fall River, Mass 

Fine and strong woollen cloths from Coventry, Conn.; 
Troy and Albany, and from _S. Harris, N. York; from 
Morrison, North Adams, Amesbury, Uxbridge, and 
Pittsfield, Mass.; from Providence, Rhode Island; and 
Peterborough, New Hampshire; fro.a the Coaquanock 
Factory, Philadelphia; and from Walsh & Leaming and 
W. Daire, of that city. 

D. Blackmore, of North Adams, and W.& D. D. 
Farnum, of Amesbury, Massachusetts, exhibited an as 
sortment of very fine cloths. 

Beautiful cassimeres from Waterford, Massachusetts, 
and Norwalk, Conn.; and alsa from the Crescent Fac- 
tory, near Philadelphia. 


Felt beaver and felt pilot cloths, made without either 
spinning or weaving, from Norwalk, Conn. 

Fine woollen cloths, of various colors, from Wilming- 
ton, Delaware; Skaneatles, Dexter, and Jefferson coun- 
ty, N. York; Southbridge, Pittsfield, Templeton. Web- 
ster, Northampton, Barre, and the Middlesex Waollen 
Mills, Lowell, Mass., from Oriska, Oneida county, N. 
York, made of wool grown in that county; and from 
Walden, New York; from Northfield, Vermont, and 
Hotchkiss & Loomiss, Conn. Some of these cloths ap- 
pear to be of very superior texture and finish. 


Mixed cotton and woollen cloths from Joseph Ripka, 
Philadelphia, and J. & R. Wethered, A. Newman, and 
Ww. & D. Watt, of Penn. 

Very fine specimens of blankets. 

Printers’ blankets and boiler felting from Patterson, 
N. Jersey. 

Printed wool scarfs from Taunton, Mass. 

Table covers from Frankford, Penn. 

Excellent woolien hose, of every variety, and other 
goods from Germantown, Penn. 

There are also fine samples of zephyr worsted. and 
worsted and woollen knitting yarn, &c. from Moses 
Hay, Philadelphia. This we are quite aware is an im 
perfect list, and probably incorrect description of this 
fine exhibition of American woollen manufactures; it 
may serve, however, to give some idea of the extent to 
which they have been carried. ’ 


Among the cloths I should notice several pieces of 
drabs, for coach linings, and such as are usually worn 
by Friends—of fine quality, at the very low price of 
$1 75 to $1 874 per yard, from the Pontoosue Woollen 
Company's Mills, Pittsfield, Mass. Exhibited by Wy- 
man, Appleton & Co., agents, Baltimore. 

[TO BE CONTINUED.] 





STATE OF THE FINANCES. 





MESSAGE 
Of the President of the United States, in answer to a re- 
solution of the senate of June 3, 1346, calling for in- 
formation relative to the finances, &c. 


To the Senate of the United States: 

In answer to the resolution of the senate of the 3d 
inst., [ communicate herewith estitnates prepared by the 
war and navy department, of the probable expenses of 
conducting the existing war with Mexico, during the re- 
mainder of the present and the whole of the next fiscal 
year. I communicate, also, a report of the secretary of 
the treasury, based upon these estimates, containing re- 
commendations of measures for raising the additional 
means required. It is probable that the actual expenses 
incurred during the period specified may fall considera- 
bly below the estimates submitted, which are for a larger 
number of troops than have yet been called to the field. 
As a precautionary measure, however, against any pos- 
sible deficiency, the estimates have been made at the 
largest amount which any state ot the service may re- 
quire 

It will be perceived from the report of the secretary of 
the treasury, that a considerable portion of the addition- 
al amount required may be raised by a modification of 
the rates of duty imposed by the exis’ing tariff laws 


‘1 ° . A : ° 
I'he high duties at present levied on many articles total- | 


ly exclude them from importation, whilst the quantity 
and amount of others which are imported are greatly 
diminished. By reducing these duties to a revenue stan- 
dard, itis not doubted that a large amount of the arti- 
cles on which they are imposed would be imported, and 
& Corresponding amount of revenue be received at the 
treasury from this source. By imposing revenue duties 
On many articles now permitted to be imported free of 

uly, and by regulating the rates within the revenue 
Standard upon othérs, a large addiional revenue will be 
Collected. Independently of the high considerations 
Which induced me, in my annual message, to recom- 
mend a moditication and reduction of the rates of duty 
imposed by the act of 1842, as being not only proper in 
telerence to a state of peace, but just to all the great in- 
eresis of the country, the necessity of such imodifica- 
ton and reduction as a War measure must now be man- 
fest. The country requires additional revenue for the 
Prosecution of the war. It may be obtained, to a great 
Pg by reducing the prohibitory and highly protec- 

ve duties imposed by the existing laws to revenue rates; 
Y Imposing revenue duties on the free list; and by mo- 


fy " : 
"ying the rates of duty on other articles. 


Pe he modifications recommended by the secretary of 
on reasury in his annual report in December last, were 
pie to a state of peace, and the additional duties 

Suggesied by him, are with a view strictly to raise 





revenue asa war measure. At the conclusion of the 
war these duties may and should be abolished, and re- 
duced to lower rates. 

It is not apprehended that the existing war with Mex- 
ico will materially affect our trade and commerce with 
the rest of the world. On the contrary, the reductions 
proposed would increase that trade, and augment the 
revenue derived from it. 

When the country is in a state of war, no contingen- 
cy should be permitted to occur in which there would 
be a deficiency in the treasury, for the vigorous prose- 
cution of the war; and to guard against such an event 
it is recommended that contingent authority be given to 
issue treasury notes. or to contract a loan for a limited 
amount, reimbursable at an early day. Should no oc- 
casion arise to exercise the power, still it may be import- 
ant that the authority should exist should there be a 
necessity for it. 

It is not deemed necessary to resort to direct taxes or 
excises—the measures recommended being deemed pre 
ferable as a means of increasing the revenue. lis hoped 
that the war with Mexico, if vigorously prosecuted, as is 
contemplated, may be of short duration. I shall at all 
times be ready to conclude an honorable peace, when- 
ever the Mexican government shall manifest a like dis- 
position. ‘The existing war has been rendered necessa- 
ry by the acts of Mexico; and whenever that power 
shall be ready to do us justice, we shall be prepared to 
sheathe the sword, and tender to her the olive branch of 
peace. JAMES K. POLK. 

Washington, June 16, 1846. 


Treasury Deparrmenrt, June 15, 1846. 

Sir: I have duly considered the resolution of the 
senate, of the 3d of June, 1846, together with the 
estimates of the secretary of the navy, of the 9th 
inst., and of the secretary of war, of the 13th inst., 
submitted by vou to this department, and respectfully 
report to you as follows: 

It appears that the aggregate estimated ex pendi- 
tures of the war and navy department for the fiscal 
years terminating on the 30th of June, 1846, 
and the 30th of June, 1847, amount to $23,952,904, 
over and above the estimates made by these depart- 
ments in December last, and then submitted in my 
annual report to congress. In that report it was 
supposed by this department, that upon the expendi- 
tures then estimated for a state of peace, there 
would remain on the first of July, 1847, a balance in 
the treasury of $4,332,441 07. Deducting this ba- | 
lance from the exeess of expenditures above estima- 
ted by the war and navy departments, there would 
result a deficiency of $19,620,463. 

It is believed, however, that this deficiency will, 
from augmented receipts accrued and accruing for 
the fiscal years, 1846 and 1847, be diminished four 
millions of dollars, which would reduce the deficit, 
vn the Ist of July, 1847, to $15,620,463. 

It is ascertained by experience, that for the cer- 
tain, prompt, and convenient payment of the public 
creditors, at all times and places throughout our ex- 
tended territory, and the supply of the mint and | 
branch mints for coinage, a sum of four millions of | 
dollars, especially during a state of war, must re- 
main on hand in the treasury, which would again 
raise the sum to be provided for before the 30th of 
June, 1847, to $19,620,463. 


It is believed, however, that a sum equal to $5,- 
534.057 of additional revenue may be produced by 
the modification of the tariff herein proposed— 
namely, to adopt, as a basis, the bill reducing the 
tariff reported by the committee of ways and means, 
to the house of representatives, on the 14th of | 
April last, together with the augmented and addi- | 
tional duties now proposed and enumerated in | 
schedule A. This change of the bill reported by | 
the commilitee, omilting the fourth section, would | 
make an addition to the revenue to be produced by 
that bill, of $4,034,057. 

After a very careful examination of the addition. 
al data which it has been in my power to obtain since 
the month of February last, it is my conviction that 
the bill of the committee will produce a net revenue | 
of at least twenty-six millions of dollars. If to this | 
be added the additional duties proposed to be levied 
in schedule A, the bill of the commitiee, with the | 
modification embraced in that schedule, would pro- 
duce a net revenue of $30,034,057. This would 
make an addition of $5,534,057 to the revenue that 
would be produced under the act of the 30th of Au- 
gust, 1842. If, then, we deduct this $5,534,057 from 
the deficit above estimated, it would still leave a de- 
ficit of $14,086,406. 

If, in addition to the modifications of the tariff 
above suggested, the warehousing system were 
adopted, as recommended in my annual report of 
December last, it would make an addition to the 
annual revenue from customs of one million of dol- 
lars, which, deducted from the above deficit would 
leave a deficiency still remaining of $13,086,406. 

It is true that the introduction of the warehousing 
system might diminish the revenue during a portion 











would add one million of dollars per annum to the 
permanent annual revenue from customs is not 
doubted. 

_ It is believed, also, that the reduction and graduae 
tion of the price of public lands in favor of settlers 
and cultivators, as recommended in your message of 
December last, would make an annual addition of 
half a million of dollars to the revenue derivable 
from the proceeds of the sales of the public lands 
by bringing into market many millions of acres of 
the public domain which are wholly unsaleable at 
the present minimum price established by law. Dee 


ducting this sum of half a million of dollars from 


the deficit last above mentioned, would leave still 
unprovided for the sum of $12,586,406, which must 
be met by loans, treasury notes, direct taxation, or 
excises. 

In addition to the strong objections which have 
been urged against direct taxes and excises, it would 
be difficult to put in operation such a system in all 
the states and territories, so as to realize the requir- 
ed amount in cash, before the 30th of June, 1847.— 
A system of direct taxes and excises, it is believed, 
would not meet the sanction of the people, unless in 
the emergency of war with some great maritime 
nation, ongosing our commerce to t hazard, and 
greatly reducing the revenue from duties on imports. 

The only remaining means for supplying this dee 
ficit within the required period, is by loans or trea- 
sury notes; and 1 accordingly recommend, with a 
view to the most vigorous prosecuting of the exist- 
ing war with Mexico, so as to bring it to a speedy and 
honorable termination, that a contingent authority 
should be vested 1n this department, with your sanc- 
tion, to issue treasury notes or effect a loan of a sum 
in the aggregate not exceeding the last abovemen- 
tioned deficit of $12,586,406. 


I think it would be most advantageous to the goy- 
ernment that a portion of this money should be rais- 
ed by treasury notes, and the remainder by loans, 
limiting the interest in both cases to a rate not ex- 
ceeding six per cent. per anoum, and forbidding the 
negotiation in either case below the par value. If 
the authority were limited so as to cover this deficit, 
and the power given to resort to loans or treasury 
notes, or both, as the emergency might require, the 
money might be raised at a much lower rate of in- 
terest than if the department were confined to loaus 
alone, or to treasury notes. The experience of the 
government has demonstated that there are periods 
when loans are most available, and that there are oc- 
casions when treasury notes are much better adapted 
to meet the emergency; and the power to select both, 
or either, from time to time, would render the nego- 
tiation more certain, and probably save a very large 
amount of interest to the government. If the war 
should be speedily terminated, it is possible that a re- 
sort to loans or treasury notes might not be required, 
or if so, for an inconsiderable amount. ‘The same 
power that is now given by law to redeem the loan, 
even before its maturity, whenever the funds of the 
government will permit, so as to liquidate any public 
debt as speedily as possible, should be continued, as 
also the authority for the re-issue of the treasury 
notes as heretofore provided by law, as well as for 
their receipt in revenue payments, 


The additional duties designated in schedule A are 
recommended as a war measure, and to terminate 
with the restoration of peace, or as soon thereafter 
as the state of th public finances will permit their 
discontinuance. 

I have the honor to be, sir, most respectfully your 
obedient servant, R. J. WALKER, 

Secretary of the Treasury. 

To the Presipent. 
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In the House of Representatives, June 9, 1846. 
The select committee of the house of representa- 


‘tives appointed to investigate certain charges made 


by the Hon. Charles J. Ingersoll against the Hon. 
Daniel Webster, for official misconduct while he 
held the office of secretary of state of the United 
States, beg leave to report: 

That they have given to the subject referred to 
them a patient and Jaborious investigation, and have 
collected a large mass of testimony, the result of 
which, only without going into its details, they deem 
it necessary to present to the house. 

The committee, in the first place, directed their 
attention to the first charge against Mr. Webster; 
that, without the knowledge of the president of the 
United States, and contrary to usage, he had taken 
out of the hands of the ordinary disbursing agent 
and into his own a portion of that part of the foreign 





of the first year succeeding its adoption; but that it 


intercourse fund, commonly known as “The Secret 
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Service Fund,” and appropriated it to his own use. 
The committee find that, by law, this fund is com- 
miited to the exciusive control of the president of 
the United States, who may, if he thinks proper, 
keep the money himself, and disburse it from his 
own bands; or he may commit the keeping and dis- 
bursement of it to such agent or agents under his di- 
rection as he may deem it expedient to appoint. In 
consequence, as the committee presume, of the many 
and important duties which necessarily constantly 
occupy the whole time and attention of the president 
of the United States, so as to render it very trouble- 
some and difficult for him, in person, to keep and dis- 
burse this fund and make up its accounts, he has al- 
ways, from the first establishment of the govern- 
ment, entrusted the discharge of these duties to other 
hands. 

As the secretary of state of the United States is 
peculiarly the confidential adviser of the president 
to whatever concerns the foreign relations of the 
country, he would seem to be the natural and appro 
priate agent for the discharge of these duties, if he 
could perform them without detriment to other pub- 
lic business of higher importance. Accordingly, the 
committee find that, in the administration of Genera] 
Washington, the elder Adams, and part of that of 
Mr. Jefierson, while the office of secretary of state 
was held in succession by Mr. Jay, Jefferson, Ran- 
dolph, Pickering, Marshall, and part of the time 
that Mr. Madison held that office under Mr. Jeffer- 
son, the whole of this fund was, under the direction 
and supervision of the president of the United States, 
received, kept, and disbursed by the secretary of 
state. 


In the early part of Mr. Jefferson’s administration 
the secretary of state, without any law requiring it, 
seems to have been relieved from the discharge of 
this duty, and the keeping and disbursing of this 
fund, under the president’s direction, appears to have 
been passed over into the hands of agei:ts, whose ac- 
counts, after receiving the sanction of the president, 
are settled at the treasury. But po change has been 
made in the law or in the powers or duties of the 
president in respect to this fund from the time of 
Gen. Washington to the present day. This change 
must have been made for the convenience of the 
secretary of state, and not from any want of confi- 
dence which Mr. Jefferson had in Mr. Madison. 

The committee have examined Mr. Tyler, the late 
president of the United States. He testified that 
when he came into the presidency he found the for- 
e:gn relations of the country in a very delicate con- 
dition in certain particulars, which the committee do 
not deem it expedient to specify, requiring, in his 
opinion, the employment of confidential agents; and, 
for reasons assigned by him to the committee, he re- 
garded his secretary of state as the fittest person to 
select and employ them. Under an impression en. 
tertained by both him and Mr. Webster that this was 
the usual and proper mode, he suggested that the 
money should be disbursed by Mr. Webster; and for 
the purpose placed in his hands a portion of the for- 
eign intercourse fund which was then lying in depo- 
site with Mr. Stubbs, the ordinary disbursing agent. 
This had not been done before for a longtime. A 
knowledge of the modern usage in respect to the 
keeping and disbursing this fund, it is not improba. 
ble, led Mr. Ingersoll into the erroncous belief that 
this money had come improperly, and without the 
president’s sanction, at Mr. Webster's instance, into 
his hands. 


But there can be no doubt that the president had 
ample authority to commit to his secretary the keep- 
ing and disbursing of this money, and that he alone 
had a right to judge of its expediency. The com- 
mittee find from the testimony that all the money pul 
into bis hands was placed there with the knowledge 
and sanction and by the order of the president, and 
so much of it as was necessary, was disbursed in ac- 
cordance with his views. A balence, not needed fur 
the purposes contemplated, was afterwards returned 
by Mr. Webster to Mr. Stubbs, the disbursing agent, 
with whom, the testimony shows, there is usually on 
deposite a larger amount of money than is required 
to meet present demands. With these remarks the 
committee dismiss this and proceed to notice the se- 
cond charge. 

in that charge Mr. Ingersoll] accuses Mr. Webster 
with using the public money to corrupt the party 
presses. Among the agents employed by Mr. Web- 
ster under the authority of the president, as above 
explained, was Francis O. G. Smith of the state of 
Maine, There is in the department of state, among 
the papers relating to the secret service fund, a let- 
ter from that gentleman to Mr. Webster, which con- 
tains an expression that, unexplained, might justly 
lead to the impression that he (Mr. Smith) had used 
the money of the government in that way. The 
committee have fully iyestigated this charge.— 
They do not deem it necessary or expedient to go 





into a specification of the acts of this agent, who 
was employed in the secret service, or to enquire in- 
to the propriety of employing agents for secret ser- 
vice within the limits of the United States and pay 
ing them out of the contingent fund for foreign in- 
tercourse, but will content themselves with simply 
remarking that the testimony they have taken fully 
explains whatever is of obscure or doubtful meaning 
in this letter, and removes every foundation for a be- 
lief or even a suspicion that the public money was 
used or attempted to be used to corrupt party presses. 
— This brings the committee to the third and last 
charge; that when Mr. Webster went out of office, 
he was a public defaulter. 

From an examination of his accounts, it appears 
that when he retired from office, there was of the 
moneys that had been entrusted to him an apparent 
balance of $2,290 in his hands, as stated by Mr. In- 
gersoll. The expenditure of this sum remained to be 
accounted for by him. There seems to have been 
delay in procuring vouchers from the agents whom 
Mr. Webster had employed for the moneys advanced 
by’him to them. Fora payment of a thousand dol- 
lars, which he claimed to have made out of the funds 
in his own hands, he alleged the voucher had been 
lost, mislaid, or not procured, and it has not yet been 
found or obtained, though efforts were made by him 
to find or procure it. These causes occasioned a de- 
lay in the settlement of his accounts for some eigh- 
teen or twenty months. 


In the autumn of 1844, the period having arrived 
when it was necessary for Mr. Stubbs to close his 
accounts at the treasury, and Mr. Webster not hav- 
ing then procured the necessary vouchers, he pro- 
posed to pay the apparent balance against him, with 
the understanding that the government should refund 
to him if he subsequently procured the evidence of 
his payments. This proposition, which proceeded 
from Mr. Webster, was acceded to by the president 
of the United States. In the month of November 
of that year, Mr. Webster procured a voucher for a 
payment of $200, and paid in each $2,090, the resi- 
due of the apparent balance in his hands. This mo- 
ney was remitted by him in part from Boston and in 
partfrom Philadelphia. In the following winter he 
visited Washington, and on the Ist of February, 
1845, presented vouchers for payments made by him 
while in office, and not before credited to him, to the 
amount of 1,050, which the president of the United 
States directed to be refunded, and that amount was 
then repaid to him. Mr. Webster was urged by 
Mr. Stubbs to collect and transmit his accounts and 
vouchers, that Mr. Stubbs might close his accounts 
with the treasury, but the committee find no evidence 
of any threat of exposure having been made by the 
president which induced the payment of the appa- 
rent balance against him. 


If it be assumed that Mr. Webster was correct in 
his impression that he had paid the above mentioned 
thousand dollars out of the funds in his hands, and if 
to this amount be added the vouchers for $1,250, 
procured by him after his retirement from office, 
making together $2,250, and this last amount de- 
ducted from $2,290, the apparent balance against 
him, it will show that the real balance in his hands 
when he went out of office was $40 only. On re- 
viewing his accounts, the keeping of which was for 
the most part entrusted by him to Mr. Stubbs, the 
disbursing agent, the committee have been led to 
doubt whether on a final settlement an item of $500 
was not by mistake carried to his credit which had 
been before allowed him. This error was pointed 
out to the committee by the disbursing agent, by 
whom the account was drawn up and the settlement 
made. He proves that it was at his own suggestion, 
ard not that of Mr. Webster, that this item was car- 
ried to his credit in the final settlement. It is not 
necessary to go into the particulars of the history of 
this item and of the cause of the mistake, if one was 
made. The committee deem it sufficient to remark 
that no blame is imputed to Mr. Webster, who they 
are satisfied was not aware, and probably is not now, 
that this item had been before credited to him; nor 
is the disbursing agent who drew up the items of the 
final settlement jiable to the charge of negligence. 
If it be assumed that this item was twice allowed to 
him, and that the final settlement was made in all 
other respects correct, then in refunding to Mr. 
Webster, he should have been repaid $550 only in- 
stead of $1,050. But if Mr. Wedster was not mis- 
taken in the belief that he had paid the thousand dol- 
lars above mentioned, then the government still owes 
him $500. 

The committee deem any comment on the above 
facis connected wiih this charge unnecessary. Ip 


their opinion there is no proof in relation to any of |. 


the charges to impeach Mr. Webster’s integrity or 
the purity of his motives in the discharge of the du- 
ues of his office. The value of this opinion is per- 





haps to some extent enhanced by the fact that, in| 
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their investigation, the committee, in observance of 
the usage in similar cases, have taken the testimony 
without notice of him, in his absence, without com. 
munication with him, or explanation from him. [| 
conclusion, they beg permission to remark that their 
investigation has brought out facts (which are embo. 
died in the testimony) connected with the foreign re. 
lations of the country, the disclosure of which public 
policy would seem to forbid. On this subject, the 
entirely concur with the president of the Uniteq 
States in the views so fully and strongly enforced by 
him in his message at the present gession, in answer 
to a resolution of the house requesting a communi. 
cation to it of the same facts that are embodied jp 
the testimony taken by the committee, and which, 
for reasons then assigned, he declined to communi. 
cate or make public, except with a view to an im. 
peachment, and to furnish the proof necessary to at. 
tain the great ends of public justice. He expressed 
the opinion that, even in that case, the house should 
adopt all wise precaution to prevent the unnecessary 
exposure of matters the publication of which might 
injuriously affect the public interest. No dissent 
from the views of that message was expressed by the 
house. The committee, therefore, think that these 
facts were laid open to their view with an implied 
understanding, both on the part of the president and 
of the house that they would be made public only in 
the event of an impeachment, and of their being ne. 
cessary for bringing to justice great public delin- 
quents. Inasmuch, therefore, as no evidence has 
been exhibited to the committee, which can lay any 
foundation for an impeachment, all the reasons 
which induced the president to decline to make these 
facts public in the call of the house, return in their 
full force against their disclosure now. 

They therefore recommend that they may be dis. 
charged from the further consideration of this sub. 
ject, and that the testimony taken by them (which 
accompanies this report) be sealed up, endorsed 
‘“‘confidential,” and deposited in the archives of the 
house, not to be opened unless by its order. And 
they report resolutions accordingly: 

Resolved, That the testimony taken in this investi- 
gation be sealed up by the clerk, under the supervi- 
sion of the committee, endorsed ‘‘confidential,” and 
deposited in the archives of the house, and that the 
same be not opened unless by its order. 

Resolved, That this report be laid on the table and 
printed, and that the select committee be discharged 
from the further consideration of the subject. 

Signed and submitted by Samvet T. Vinton, 

Jerrerson Davis, 
Danie. P. Kine, 
SeEaBoRN JONES. 

[Two of the above signers are whigs, the other 

two are locos. ] 


The minority of the committee made a report, 
which we have not yet met with a copy of. Their 
objection we understand to the above report was, 
that it did not embrace the following letter, which 
Mr. Ingersoll in his researches amongst the files of 
the department, had laid his hands upon, and on 
which he predicated the charges he made againil 
Mr. Webster. The report refers to the letter bul 


refrained from quoting it. 
[ PRIVATE. } 


Portland, Aug. 1842. 

Dear Sir: 1 suppose we may consider the long 
disputed boundary now settled, and the people o! 
Maine feel that great credit is due to your efforts 10 
bringing a forty years debate toa close. I feel gra- 
tified in the result, from a conviction of many years 
standing, that a new mode of approaching this sub 
ject, and such an one as you have adopted, would 
accomplish it, while another forty years of circult- 
ous diplomacy would have availed nothing. 


Considering the matter settled, 1 presume you cal 
fee} justified in enabling me to fulfil certain assural 
ces which 1 made to a few individuals at differen! 
points in this state, whose services and influence 
had occasion to resort to, in order to adjust the tone 
and direction of the party wishes, and through them 
of public sentiment, to the purposes so desirable 0 
accomplishment under your administration. For J 
own services you can also make such allowance Ul 
der the contingent fund as you may deem propel, 
merely remarking that all that was contemplated “ 
my original Jetters ia May, 1841, on the subject ® 
far as Maine and the voice of the people are 00 
cerned, has been happily realized. ; 
To the individuals alluded to above, three 1n port 
ber, I gave the assurance that in the event of 2 a 
tlement of the boundary they should’ be allowed ® 
reasonable remuneration for their time and yt 
fal expenses, and [ should like to remit them $10 
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sas enobeit in my power. Nevertheless, I assum- 
i no authority to bind your department in any offi- 
pe } manner on the subject, but the whole rests in 
_ confidential intercourse with them, and I leave 
it, after stating the facts, wholly at your discretion. 
1 resume that the contingent fund will be ample, 
and your control of it ample to do whatever you 
thine herewith a bil] with a voucher, with entire 
consent for you to fill the blank as you may think 
roper and I do it thus seasonably lest there be 
round for the ramor (as I hope there is not) that 
ou will shortly claim a right to retire from the ad- 
ministration of the state department. hee 
[| beg you to believe that whether you remain in 
your present, or any other position of the public ser- 
vice, my best wishes will attend your efforts, and | 
shall be most happy in any opportunity of my being 
serviceable to you in this region of our country. 
I am, most truly, your friend and obed’t servant, 
Signed Francis O. J. Smita. 
Hon. D. Webster, &c. &c. 
The house have ordered the printing of both re- 
ports by a yote of 157 to 16. 


Ir a debate in the house on the 16th Mr. Yancey 
who had, when the subject was up before, taken the 
lead in vindicating Mr. Ingersoll’s course and in hold- 
ing Mr. Webster to accountability, took occasion to 
remark, as reported in the “Union” of that day. 


“The reports on these charges have now been 
made. I have read them, and concur with both of 
them. With the majority, | believe that the morale 


of Mr. Ingersoll’s charges has been refuted, while 


there was suficient apparent ground for Mr. Inger- 
soll to have entertained suspicion that all was not 
right.” 
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OFFICIAL REPORTS. 
Washington, June 12, 1846. 
To the senate and house of representatives: 

[transmit herewith, for the information of con- 
gress, Official reports received from the officer com- 
manding the army on the Mexican frontier, giving a 
detailed report of the operations of the army in that 
quarter, and particularly of the recent engagements 
between the American and Mexican forces. 

JAMES K. POLK. 
War Department, June 11, 1846. 

Sir: I respectfully submit herewith reports of 
Brevet Major General Taylor and accompanying 
documents, giving a detailed account of the battles 


of “Palo Alto” and of the “Resaca de la Palma,” in | openings were constantly made through the enemy’s | yice on 
STexas, which took place on the 8th and 9th ultimo; 


and also of the bombardment of the fort opposite 
Matamoros. Very respectfully, your obedient ser- 
vant, W. L. MARCY, Secretary of War. 
To the PresipenrT. 





REPORTS FROM GENERAL TAYLOR. 
Headquarters of the Army of Occupation, 
Camp near Matamoros, May 16th, 1846. 
Sir; [have now the honor to submit a more de- 


plailed report of the action of the 8th inst. 


The main body of the army of occupation march- 
ed under my immediate orders from Point Isabel on 
the evening of the 7th May, and bivouacked seven 
miles from that place. 

Our march was resumed the following morning.— 
About noon, when our advance of cavalry had reach- 
ed the water-hole of ‘Palo Alto,” the Mexican 
lroops were reported in our frcat, and were soon dis- 
fovered occupying the road in force. I ordered a 

alt upon reaching the water, with a view to rest 
and refresh the men and form deliberately our line 
of battle. ‘The Mexican line was now plainly visible 
Across the prairie, and about three-quarters of a mile 
distant. Their left, which was composed of a heavy 
force of cavalry, occupied the road, resting upon a 
thicket of chaparral, while masses of infantry were 
‘covered in succession on the right, greatly outnum- 

ring our own force. 

ur line of battle was now formed in the follow- 
'§ Order, commencing on.the extreme right: 5th in- 
“ntry, commanded by Lieut. Colonel Mcintosh; Ma- 
ft Ringgold’s artillery; 3d infantry, commanded by 
Tee L. M. Morris; two 18-pounders, command- 
by Lieut. Churchill, 3d artillery; 4th infantry, 
res nnanded by Major G. W. Allen; the 3d and 4th 
aoe Composed the third brigade, under com- 
om of Lieutenant Colonel Garland, and all the 
ae Corps, together with two squadrons of dragoons, 
tong Captains Ker and May, composed the right 
wan’ under the orders of Colonel Twiggs. ‘The left 
ormed by the battalion of artillery commanded 
‘eutenant Colonel Childs, Captain Duncan’s 


» battery and the left of our position. 








| 





light artillery, and the 8th infantry under Captain 
Montgomery, all forming the first brigade, under 
command of Lieutenant Culonel Belknap. The train 
was parked near the water, under directions of Cap- 
tains Crossman and Myers, and protected by Captain 
Ker’s squadron. 

About two o’clock we took up the march by heads 
of columns in the direction of the enemy, the 18- 
pounder battery following the road. While the co- 
lumns were advancing, Lieutenant Blake, ‘lopo- 
graphical Engineers, volunteered a reconnoissance 
of the enemy’s line, which was handsomely per- 
formed, and resulted in the discovery of at least two 
batteries of artillery in the intervals of their cavalry 
and infantry. These batteries were soon opened 
upon us, when I ordered the columns halted and de- 
ployed into line, and the fire to be returned by all 
our artillery. The 8th infantry, on our exteme left, 
was thrown back to secure that flank. The first 
fires of the enemy did little execution, while our 18- 
pounders and Major Ringgold’s artillery soon dis: 
persed the cavalry which formed his left. Captain 
Duncan’s battery, thrown forward in advance of the 
line, was doing good execution at this time. Captain 
May’s squadron was now detached to support that 
The Mexican 
cavalry, with two pieces of artillery, were now re- 
ported to be moving through the chaparral to our 
right, to threaten that flank, or make a demonstra- 
tion against the train. ‘The 5th infantry was imme- 
diately detached to check this movement, aad, sup- 
ported by Lieutenant Ridgely, with a section of Ma- 
jor Ringgold’s battery, and Captain Walker’s com- 
pany of volunteers, effectually repulsed the enemy— 
the 5th infantry repelling a charge of lancers, and 
the artillery doing great execution in their ranks.— 
The third infantry was now detached to the right as 
a still further security to that flank, yet threatened 
by the enemy. Major Ringgold, with the remaining 
section, kept up his fire from an advanced position, 
and was supported by the 4th infantry. 


The grass of the prairie had been accidentally 
fired by our artillery, and the volumes of smoke now 
partially concealed the armies from each other. As 
the enemy’s left had evidently been driven back, and 
leit the road free, and as the cannonade had been 
suspended, | ordered forward the 18-pounders on the 
road nearly to the position first occupied by the 
Mexican cavalry, and caused the first brigade to take 
up a new position, still on the left of the 18-pounder 
battery. The 5th was advanced from its former po- 
sition, and occupied a point on the extreme right of 
the new line. The enemy made a change of position 
corresponding to our own, and after a suspension of 
nearly an hour the action was resumed. 

The fire of artillery was now most destructive: 


ranks by our fire, and the coustancy with which the 
Mexican infantry sustained this severe cannonade 
was a theme of universal remark and admiration.— 
Captain May’s squadron was detached to make a de- 
monstration on the left of the enemy’s position, and 
suffered severely from the fire of artillery, to which 
it was for some time exposed. 


The fourth infantry, which had been ordered to 
support the 18-pounder battery, was exposed to a 
most galling fire of artillery, by which several men 
were killed and Captain Page dangerously wounded. 
The enemy’s fire was directed against our 18-pound- 
er battery and the guns under Major Ringgold, in its 
vicinity. The Major himself, while coolly directing 
the fire of his pieces, was struck by a cannon ball 
and mortally wounded. 

In the mean time the battalion of artillery under 
Lieut. Col. Childs had been brought up to support 
the artillery on our right. A strong demonstration 
of cavalry was now made by the enemy against this 
part of our line, and the column continued to ad- 
vance under a severe fire from the 18-pounders.— 
The battalion was instantly formed in square, and 
held ready to receive the charge of cavalry, but 
when the advancing squadrons were within close 


range a deadly fire of canister from the 18-pounders | 


dispersed them. A brisk fire of smal] arms was now 
opened upon the square, by which one officer (Lieut. 
Luther, 2d artillery) was slightly wounded; but a 
well-directed vulley from the front of the square si- 
lenced all further firing from the enemy in this quar- 
tev. It was now nearly dark and the action was 
closed on the right of our line, the enemy having 


been completely driven back from his position and | 


foiled in every attempt against our line. 

While the above was going forward on our right, 
and under my own eye, the enemy had made a se- 
rious attempt against the left of our line. Captain 
Duncan instantly perceived the movement, and, by 
the bold and brilliant manoeuvring of his battery, 
completely repulsed several successive efforts of the 
enemy to advance in force upon our left flank. Sup- 
ported in succession by the 8th infantry and by Capt. 
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Ker’s squadron of dragoons, he gallantly held the 
enemy at bay, and finally drove him, with immense 
loss, from the field. The action here and along the 
whole line continued until dark, when the enemy re- 
tired into the chaparral, in rear of his position. Our 
army bivouacked on the ground it occupied. During 
the afternoon the train had been moved forward 
about half a mile, and was parked in rear of the new 
position. 

Our loss this day was nine killed, forty-four 
wounded, and two missing. Among the wounded 
were Major Ringgold, who has since died, and Capt. 
Page dangerously wounded, Lieut. Luther slightly 
so. I annex a tabular statement of the casualties of 
the day. 

Our own force engaged is shown by the field re- 
port herewith to have been 177 oflicers and 2,111 
men; aggregate 2,288. ‘The Mexican force, accord- 
ing to the statements of their own officers taken 
prisoners in the affair of the 9th, was not less than 
6,000 regular troops, with ten pieces of artillery, 
and probably exceeded that number—the irregular 
force not known. Their loss was not less than 200 
killed and 400 wounded—probably greater. This 
estimate is very moderate, and formed upon the 








number actually counted upon the field, and upon the 
| reports of their own officers. 


As already reported in my first brief despatch, the 
conduct of our officers and men was every thing that 
could be desired. Exposed for hours to the severest 
trial—a cannonade of artillery—our troops display- 
ed a coolness and constancy which gave me through- 
out the assurance of victory. 

I purposely defer the mention of individuals until 
my repor: of the action of the 9th, when I will en- 
deavor to do justice to the many instances of dis- 
tinguished conduct on both days. In the mean time 
| refer for more minute details to the reports of indi- 
vidual commanders. [| am, sir, very respectfully, 
your obedient servant, Z. TAYLOR, 
Brevet Brig. Gen. U. S..4., commanding. 
The Apsuranr Genera of the Army, Washington. 











| Head quarters Army of Occupation, 

| Camp near Fort Brown, Texas, May 17, 1846. 

| Sir: In submitting a more minute report of the af- 
| fair of **Resaca de Ja Palma,” I have the honor to 
| state that, early on the morning of the 9th instant; 
| the enemy, who had encamped near the field of the 
day previous, was discovered moving by his left 
flank, evidently in retreat, and, perhaps at the same 
lime to gain a new position on the road to Matamo- 
ros, and there again resist our advance. 

1 ordered the supply train to be strongly parked at 
its position, and leit with it four pieces of artillery— 
| the two 18-pounders, wlich had done such good ser- 
the previous day, and two 12-pounders, 
|which had not been in the action. The wounded 
| officers and men were at the same time sent back to 
Point Isabel. I then moved forward with the co- 
lumns to the edge of the chaparral or forest, which 
extends to the Rio Grande, a distance of seven 
miles. The light companies of the first brigade un- 
der Captain C. T. Smith, second artillery, and a se- 
lect detachment of light troops, the whole under the 
command of Captain McCu.il, fourth infantry, were 
thrown forward into the chaparral, to feel the ene- 
my and ascertain his position. About 3 o’clock, I 
received a report from the advance that the enemy 
was in position on the road, with at least two pieces 
of artillery. The command was i:nmediately put in 
motion, and about 4 o’clock | came up with Captain 
McCall, who reported the enemy in force in our 
| front, occupying a ravine which intersects the road, 
and is skirted by thickets of dense chaparral. Ridge- 
_ly’s battery, and the advance under Captain McCail, 
were at once thrown forward on the road and into 
the chaparral on either side, while the fifth infantry 
and one wing of the fourth was thrown into the for- 
est on the left, and the third and the other wing of 
the fourth on the right of the road. These corps 
were employed as skirmishers to cover the battery 
and engage the Mexican infantry. Captain McCall’s 
command became at once engaged with the enemy, 
while the light artillery, though in a very exposed 
position, did great execution. The enemy had at 
least eight pieces of artillery, and maintained an in- 
cessant fire upo. our advance. 

The action now became general, and although the 
enemy’s infantry gave way before the steady fire and 
resistless progress of our own, yet his artillery was 
still in position to check our advance—several pieces 
occupying the pass across the ravine which he had 
chosen for his position. Perceiving that no decisive 
advantage could be gained until this artillery was s1- 
lenced, 1 ordered Captain May to charge the batiery 
with his squadron of dragoons. This was gallantly 
and effectuaily executed; the enemy was driven 
from his guns, and General La Vega, who remained 
alone at one of the batteries, was taken prisuner,— 
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The squadron, which suffered much in this charge, 
not being immediately supported by infantry, could 
not retain possession of the artillery taken, but it was 
completely silenced. In the mean time the eighth 
infantry had been ordered up, and had become 
warmly engaged on the right of the road. This 
regiment and a part of the fifth were now ordered to 
charge the batteries, which was handsomely done, 
and the enemy entirely driven from his artillery and 
his position on the left of the road. 

The light companies of the first brigade, and the 
third and fourth regiments of infantry, had been de- 
ployed on the right of the road, when, at various 
points, they became briskly engaged with the enemy, 
A small party, under Captain Buchanan and Lieu- 
tenants Wood and Hays, fourth infantry, composed 
chiefly of men of that regiment, drove the enemy 
from a breastwork which he occupied, and captured 
a piece of artillery. An attempt to recover this 
piece was repulsed by Captain Barbour’s third infan- 
try. The enemy was at last completely driven from 
his position on the right of the road, and retreated 

recipitately, leaving baggage of every description. 

he fourth infantry took possession of a camp where 
the head-quarters of the Mexican general-in chief 
were established. All his official correspondence 
was captured at this place. 


The artillery battalion (excepting the flank com- 
panies) had been ordered to guard the baggage train, 
which was parked some distance in rear. ‘That bat- 
talion was now ordered up to pursue the enemy, and, 
with the 3d infantry, Capt. Ker’s dragoons, and Capt. 
Duncan’s battery, followed him rapidly to the river, 
making a number of prisoners. Great numbers of 
the enemy were drowned in attempting to cross the 
river near the town. The corps last mentioned en- 
camped near the river—the remainder of the army 
on the field of battle. 

The strength of our marching force on this day, 
as exhibited in the annexed field report, was 173 offi- 
cers and 2,049 men—aggregate 2,222. The actual 
number engaged with the enemy did not exceed 
1,700. Our loss was three officers killed, thirty-six 
men killed and seventy-one wounded. Among the 
officers killed I have to report the loss of Lieut. loge, 
Qd dragoons, who fell at the head of his platoon 
while gallantly charging the enemy’s battery; of 
Lieut. Cochrane, of the 4th, and Lieut. Chadbourne, 
of the 8th infantry, who likewise met their death in | 
the thickest of the fight. The officers wounded were 
Lieut. Col. Payne, inspector general; Lieut. Dob- 
bins, 3d infantry, serving with the light infantry ad- 
vance, slightly; Lieut. Col. MeIntosh, 5th infantry, 
severely, twice; Capt. Hooe, Sth infantry, severely, | 
(right arm since amputated;) Lieut. Fowler, oth in- 
lantry, slightly; Capt. Montgomery, Sih inlantry, 
slightly; Lieuts. Gates and Jordan, 8th infantry, se- | 
verely, (each twice,) Lieuts. Selden, Maclay, Bur-| 
bank, and Morris, 8th infantry, slightly. 


1 have no accurate data from which to estimate 


the enemy’s force on this day. He is known to have | 


been reinforced after the action of the 8th, both by 
cavalry and infantry, and no doubt to an extent equal 
to his loss on that day. It is probable that 6,000 | 
men were opposed to us, and in a position chosen by 
themselves, and strongly defended with artillery.— 
The enemy’s loss was very great. Nearly 200 of his 
dead were buried by us on the days succeeding the 
battle. His loss, in killed and wounded and missing, 
in the two affairs of the 8th and 9th, is, I think, mo- 
derately estimated at 1,000 men. 


Our victory has beendecisive. A small force has 


overcome immense odds of the best troops that | 


Mexico can furnish; veteran regiments perfectly 


commands of cool and fearless conduct. Lieut. 





equipped and appointed. Eight pieces of artillery, 


several colors and standards, a great number of pri- | 


large | at the affair of the 9th. 


soners, including fourteen officers, and a 


gomery, commanding respectively the 4th, 3d, aad 
8th regiments of infantry, were zealous in the per- 


formance of their duties, and gave examples to od 

ol. 
Mclatosh repulsed with his regiment « charge of 
lancers in the actior:; of Palo Alto, and shared with 
it in the honors and dangers of the following day, 


being twice severely wounded. Lieut. Col. Belknap 
headed a charge of the 8th infantry, which resulted 
in driving the enemy from his guns, and leaving usin 
possession of that part of the field. 


Captain Duncan and Lieut. Ridgely deserve spe 


cial notice for the gallant and efficient manner in- 


which they manceuvred and served their battéries.— 
The impression made by Captain Duncan’s battery 
upon the extreme right of the enemy’s line at the 
affair of Palo Alto contributed largely to the result 


of the day; while the terrible fire kept up by Lieut. 


Ridgely in the affair of the 9th inflicted heavy losses 
upon the enemy. The 18-pounder battery, which 
played a conspicuous part in the action of the 8th, 
was admirably served by Lieut. Churchill, 3d artil- 
lery, assisted by Lieut. Wood, topographical en- 
gineers. The charge of cavalry against the enemy’s 
batteries on the 9th was gallantly led by Captain 
May, and had complete success, Captain McCall, 
4th infantry, rendered distinguished service with the 
advanced corps under his orders. Its Joss in killed 
and wounded will show how closely it was engaged. 
I may take this occasion to say that in two former 
instances Captain McCall has rendered valuable ser- 
vice as a partisan officer. In this connexion 1 would 
mention the services of Captain Walker, of the Tex- 
as rangers, who was in both affairs with his compa- 
ny, and who has performed very meritorious services 
as a spy and partisan. J must beg leave to refer to 
the reports of subordinate commanders, and privates, 
who were distinguished by good conduct on both 
days. Instances of individual gallantry and personal 
conflict with the enemy were not wanting in the af- 
fair of the 9th, but cannot find place in a general re- 
port. The officers serving in the staffs of the dif- 
ferent commanders are particularly mentioned by 
them. 


I derived efficient aid on both days from all the 
officers of my staff. Captain Bliss, assistant adjutant 
general, Lieut. Colonel Payne, inspector general; 
Lieut. Eaton, A. D. C.; Capt. Waggaman, commis- 
sary of subsistence; Lieut. Scavitt, engineer, and 
Lieuts. Blake and Meade, topographical engineers, 
promptly conveyed my orders to every part of the 
field. Lieut. Colonel Payne was wounded in the 
affair of the 9th, and 1 have already had occasion 
to report the melancholy death of Lieut. Blake, by 
accident, in the interval between the two engage- 
ments. 

Major Craig and Lieut. Brereton, of the ordnance 
department, were actively engaged in their’ appro- 
priate duties, and Surgeon Craig, medical director, 
superintended in person the arduous service of the 
field hospitals. 1 take this occasion to mention gen- 
erally the devotion to duty of the medical staff of 
the army, who have been untiring in their exertions, 
both in the field and in the hospitals, to alleviate the 
sufferings of the wounded of both armies. Captains 
Crossman and Myers, of the quarter-master’s de- 
partment, who had charge of the heavy supply train 
at both engagements, conducted it in a most satisfac- 
tory manner, and finally brought it up, without the 
smallest loss, to its destination. 


1 enclose an inventory of the Mexican property 
captured orf’ the field, and ulso a sketch of the field 
of “*Resaca de la Palma,” and of the route from 
Point Isabel, made by my aid-de-camp, Lieut. Eaton. 

One regimental color (battalion of Tampico) and 
many standards and guidous of cavalry were taken 
I would be pleased to re. 


amount of baggage and public property, have fallen | ceive your instructions as to the disposition to be 


into our hands. 
The causes of victory are doubtless to be found 


in the superior quality of our officers and men. | 
bave already, in former reports, paid a general tri- 
bute to the admirable conduct of the troops on both 
days. it now becomes my duty, and I feel it to be 
one of great delicacy, to notice individuals. In so 
extensive a field as that of the 8th, and in the dense 
cover where most of the action of the 9th was 
fought, I could not possibly be witness to more than 





a small portion of the operations of the various 


corps, and | must therefore depend upon the reports | 


of subordinate commanders, which | respectfully en- | s ! 
| right wing of the army, under my command, during 


close herewith. 


made of these trophies; whether they shall be sent 

to Washington, &c. 1am, very respectfully, your 

obedient servant, Z. TAYLOR, 
Brevet Brigadier General, U. S. 4., Commanding. 

The ApjorantT GENERAL, of the Army, Washington, 
D. C. 


REPORT FROM COL. TWIGGS. 
Headquarters, right wing, Army of Occupation, 
Camp near Matamoros, May, 11, 1845. 


Sir: I have the honor to make the following re 
port of the transactions of the different corps ef the 


Col. Twiggs. the second in command, was particu- | the actions with the enemy on the 8th and 9th in- 


larly active on both days, in executing my orders 
and directing the operations of the right wing.— 
Lieut. Col. Mcintosh, commanding the 5th infantry; 


Lieut. Cui. Gariand, commanding the third brigade; | nd 
_gold’s company of light artillery, two squadrons of 


Lieut. Col. Beiknap, commanding the Ist brigade; 
Lieut. Col. Childs, commanding the artillery batta- 


stant, About 25 P. M. on the 8th we found ourselves 
jatthe Palo Alto, within one mile of the chaparral 


which borders the Rio Grande nine miles from the 
river. \ijy command being composed of Major Ring- 


dragoons, the Sth infantry, and the 3d and 4th infan- 


lion; Major Allen; Capts. L. N. Morris, and Mont-| try, composing the third brigade. 





‘ $< 
The enemy, at the distance of about half a»; 





























































































opened their batteries on their right, which, hey 
immediately responded to by our two 18 Pounders 
in charge of Lieutenant Chucchi!!, brought on yy, 
action of the 8th instant. Major Ringgoiv’s bat . 
was ordered to the right and front of the 18 pound 
ers, at a distance of about seven hundred yards f, 
the enemy, when the battery was opened with gr, 
effect, as was shown the next day by the number of 
the enemy’s dead found along his line. The infap 
in the mean time was formed in the rear of the q, 
tillery, receiving with the greatest possible COOlney 
the enemy’s fire, and only anxious for the order , 
rush in and participate actively in the affair. 


A regiment of the enemy’s lancers was obseryg 
to move to our right, apparently to gain possessig, 
of our wagun train, a few hundred yards in rear_ 
The 5th infantry and two pieces of Major Ringgold, 
artillery, under the command of Lieut. R. Ridgely 
were ordered to check this movement. Hayiy 
gained ground to the right, some four or five hundrej 


yards, the Sth was formed in square to receive , 


charge from the lancers, who advanced to withiy 
fifty yards, when the opposing side of the squay 
fired into and repulsed them, having received in thy 
mean time several irregular discharges from thy 
enemy. The ljancers reformed, and continued the 
movement to get in rear of our right flank, when| 
ordered the 3d to move to the right ard rear, arounj 


a pond of water, and prevent their progress in thy 


direction. Seeing their movement frustrated in thj 
point, the lancers commenced a retreat in good 
der, marching apparently by squadrons, when Fig 
Lieutenant R. Ridgely, of Major Ringgold’s battery 
assisted by Brevet Second Lieut. French, opened, 
fire o them, and scattered them in all directions~ 
In this affair the enemy lost some twenty-eight 
thirty men. This portion of the right wing serve 
in about this position until the close of the action. 
In the mean time Major Ringgold, with the remain 
ing two pieces of his battery, continued to play a 
the enemy with great success. The gallant majy 
was mortally wounded by a cannon vall toward 
the close of the action, and his horse shot unde 
him at the same time. The army and the county 
will long deplore the loss of so brave and accomplish 
ed an officer. 


The second squadron of dragoons, commanded ly 
Captain May, who, during the day, was under tit 
immediate orders of the general commanding, being 
ordered to turn if possible the left flank of the ene 
my, the 4th infantry was ordered to support hia- 
Having advanced in our right and front some fou 
hundred yards under a very severe fire from two 
the enemy’s batteries, it was found the force he hal 
to oppose was eight or nine hundred cavalry; het 
tired agreeably to his orders, and the 4th infanty 
was accordingly withdrawn. In this operation Cp 
tain May’s squadron had five men wounded and sit 
horses killed, and the 4th infantry one man killed, 
one officer (Captain Page) mortally, and one mit 
severely wounded. Night coming on, the right wif 
tuok position in front of the wagon train, and slep 
on their arms on the ground first occupied by tt 
enemy. The perfect coolness of Lieutenant Ridge 
ly, and the great precision with which he fired Bi 
pieces, whilst acting in concert with the 5th, desert 
notice, the last and most effective shot he havi 
aimed himself. | 

On the morning of the 9th, some of the enet 
being discovered in the edge of the chaparral, ¥# 
advanced the Sth infantry on the right, with thea 
squadron of dragoons in front, Major Ringgolll 
battery, commanded by Lieutenant Ridgely, on ™ 
left of the 5th, and the 3d brigade on its left. & 
advancing, the enemy having retired, we enle 
the chaparral and approached to within eight hi 
dred yards of Resuca de la Palma, where the ened 
had taken position to fight. The advance § 
having kept upa fire till our arrival, Lieuteosl 
Ridgely was ordered in front of the 5th with® 
battery, and having advanced cautiously to wil 
about four hundred yards of their battery i1™ 
road, the enemy opened on him with grape. Lit 
Ridgely pushed forward rapidly about 100 )% 
further, and returned their fire with great spiri® 
success, advancing on them whenever their ™ 
slackened. At times the two batteries were 1% 
canister at each other when not more than one 
dred yards apart. Haviug advanced in this mall” 
about five hundred yards, Captain May’s squad Z 
was ordered to charge the enemy’s guns. Das 
forward in columns of fours, (the maim road we 
ling of no other formation,) the squadron ciate 
across the ravine through seven ol! the ened) 
pieces, driving the gunners from them; Cap! “a 
with Lieutenants Inge, Stevens, and Sackelh © 
the Ist and 2d platoons of the squadron charging 
guns in the road and on the right of il a 
Graham, accompanied by Lieutenants Winsb!? 
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Morris, 


{ ught to 
* pieces, making séveral prisoners of war. 


‘ thoes the unequalled, charge of 
in May’s squadron, the enemy was unable to 
rad . In this affair, Lieut. Inge, 2d dragoons, 
and Lieut. Cochran, 4th riage f were killed, and 
Lieut. Col. McIntosh, Captain 
SDubbins were wounded. I would respectfully call 
the attention of the commanding general to the gal- 
Jand conduct of Col. McIntosh, 5th, and Col. Gar- 
land, 4th infantry, (commanding the 3d brigade,) 


the unsurpassed 


fire a piece. 


























































In the charge Lieut. Inge fell st the 
latoon, whilst leading it on gallantly, 
through their batteries. Corporal Mc- 
taken prisoner, nine privates and eigh- 


illed, Sergeant Maley, nine pri- 


d ten horses wounded. 


The 4th infantry, under the command of Brevet 


Major Allen, the ' 
tosh, and the 3d commanded by Captain L. N. 
retained possession of the enemy’s artillery, 


5th, commanded by Lieut. Col. 


pulsing at different times largely superior parties 


bear against them, and finally brought off 


After 


oe, and Lieutenant 


ieutenants Ridgely, Shover, and French, 3d artil- 


ery, Captains May and Graham, Lieutenants Win- 
hip, Stevens, Pleasanton, and Sackett, 2d dra 
oons, and Captain Buchanan, Lieutenants Hays 
and Wood, 4th infantry, &c.; the latter two hav- 
ng captured a piece of artillery, defended by one 
hundred and fifty or two hundred, with but a few 


The enemy having been routed with great loss, 
his day’s action closed with much honor to the Ame- 
ican army, spreading terror amongst the Mexican 
people. In this action every officer and man per- 
ormed his duty most gallantly. 


C.ptain Arnold and Lieut. McDonald, 2d dra- 


roons, my aids on the 8th and 9th instant, perform- 
d the several duties assigned them with prompt- 
ness, coolness, and courage. 
ne during the whole of the affairs,except when de- 
ached carrying orders. The detailed account of the 
ommanders of each regiment and corps is herewith 
ubmitted. 


They accompanied 


] am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


D. E. TIWGGS, 


Colonel 2d dragoons, commanding right wing A. O. 
Capt. W, W.S. Briss, Assistant, adj’t. general, 
Army of Occupation, camp near Matamoros. 


REPORT 


OF COLONEL GARLAND. 
Battlefield, near Matamoros, 


Headquarters 3d Brigade, May 11, 1846. 
Coronet: | have the honor to enclose herewith, 


or the information of the Commanding General, the 
Beports of Capt. Lewis Morris, of the 3d, and Brevet 
ajor Allen, of the 4th infantry, giving a detailed 
ccount of the services performed by the regiments 


nder their respective commands in the actions which 


bok place on the 8th and 9th instant. 


[have only this moment received these reports, 


ith my brigade, 


hing to them if 1 were disposed to do so. 


nd,as | am under orders to march immediately 


have not a moment to add any 
Both of 


itse regimental commanders used every effort to 


leet the enemy and to overcome him. 
mctome to wiffess the gallant rivalry between 
Mic wo corps; they shared liberally in the dangers 

id exertions which brought about our signal success. 
Witnessed with great satisfaction, in a dense cha- 
tral, Capt. Morrison, of the 4th, overcoming ob- 
lacles, which I believed insurmountable, in order to 


ach the enemy. 


l himself, 


Nantry. Brigade 


tions, 


Col, D 


Sin: | have 
” Of the colonel 


Lieut. Col. 


It was plea- 


Of Capt. McCall, 4th infantry, whose merits are 
lily appreciated. by the commanding general, | can 
ake ho remark, as he was detached with a separate 
Mmand under the special instructions of the gene- 


t gives me great pleasure to speak in terms of 
e approbation of the efficient services of my prin- 
pal staff officer, Lieutenant Beaman, of the 4th 


Major Lieut. G. O. Haller, A. C. 


» also rendered me valuable service during the two 


Most respectfully, 1 am, Colonel, your ob’t serv’t, 


JOHN GARLAND, 
4th inf., commanding 2d brigade. 


. E. Twiees, 2d dragoons, 
commanding right wing .4rmy of Occupation. 


REPORT OF MAJOR ALLEN. 


Headquarters Fourth Infantry, 


Camp on the battlefield, May 10, 1846. 
the honor to report for the informa- 


in obedience to orders received yesterday, when the 
firing commenced, the 4th infantry deployed as skir- 
mishers on the right and left of the road, and ad- 
vanced towards the point where the firing seemed 
most lively. After rushing on for some short dis- 
tance, it was discovered that the enemy were pour- 
ing in a heavy fire of grape and musketry from a 
small breastwork just in front, defended by one piece 
of artillery and about 150 or 200 men. Capt. Bu- 
chanan, being nearest this point, and finding himself 
the senior officer, collected some 25 or 30 men of 
the regiment, portions of his own company and com- 
panies D, H, and K, together with Lieutenants Hays 
and Woods, charged the works, completely routed 
the enemy, and captured the piece. The regiment 
still continued to move forward, until it emerged 
from the thicket into the main camp of the enemy, 
containing the headquarters of the commanding ge- 
neral of the Mexican army, their ammunition, some 
300 or 400 mules, saddies, and every variety of 
camp equipage. I regret extremely to announce the 
death of First Lieutenant R. E. Cochrane, of my 
regiment, who fell at the very edge of the camp, 
whilst gallantly leading his men intoit. The nature 
of the chaparral was such, that, in going through 
it, it very frequently became unavoidably necessary 
to divide the regiment into several detachments, 
each of which met the enemy at different points, 
and always put him to flight. [I cannot pass over in 
silence the brave and distinguished behavior of 
Lieutenants Hays and Woods, as well as that of 
Sergeant Major Maloney and Corporals F'arrall and 
McFarlin, who, whilst their gailant commander, 
Captain Buchanan, was briskly engaged in driving 
back the infantry, 1ushed forward with six men to 
the cannon, and whilst Lieut. Hays was endeavoring 
to dispatch one of the mules attached to it, Lieut 
Woods sprung to the handspikes, turned the piece in 
such a direction as to lock one of the wheels against 
a tree, and thereby prevented its being moved, and 
succeeded in defending and securing it. The con- 
duct of the officers and men on this day, as well as 
on the 8th, reflects the highest credit on the Ameri- 
can soldier, Ov the 8th Capt. Page was severely, if 
not mortally wounded, and one man killed and one 
wounded. Qn the 9th, First Lieut. R. E. Cochrane 
and three men were killed; Lieutenants Wallen and 
Hays and six men wounded—Lieuts. Wallen and 
Hays very slightly. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. W. ALLEN, 
Brevet Major commanding 4th infantry. 
To Lieut. Col. J. Gartanp 
Commanding 3d Brigade. 


P. S.—For further particulars you are referred 
to the accompanying report of Capt. Buchanan. 
G. W. A. 


I have the greatest pleasure in expressing my 
warmest thanks to the adjutant of the 4th infantry, 
Lieut. A. Haskins, for his coolness and gallantry and 
efficient assistance throughout the whole of both af- 
fairs. GEO. W. ALLEN. 

Brevet Major commanding 4th infantry 


REPCRT OF CAPT. ROBT. C. BUCHANAN. 


Camp on the battlefield, May 10, 1845. 
Sir: In compliance with your request, | have the 
honor to report that, in the deployment of the 4th 
infantry, | found myself in command of companies 
of B, D, and K, on the left of the road, as we en- 
tered, and, having been ordered to cross to the right 
and advance, did so. After crossing the pond I had 
with me Lieutenants Hays and Woods, and about 
twenty men of different regiments, mostly, however, 
of the 4th. Upon deploying my men on the crest 
of the hill, I discovered one of the enemy’s pieces 
about fifty yards in front, which was detended by 
about 150 infantry. Il charged and took the piece, 
and attempted to spike il, but, not being able to do 
so, took it back to a place of safety. The enemy 
had a breastwork in my rear, and opened a heavy 
fire on me, when, with about ten men, I dislodged 
him, and drove him across the road. Too much 
credit cannot be given to Lieutenants Hays and 
Woods, of the 4th. They were among the very first 
to reach the piece, and to them belongs the credit of 
its capture. Whilst 1 was engaged in driving the 





REPORT OF CAPT. L. N. MORRIS. 


Headguarters 3d infantry, 
Camp on battlefield, near Matamoros, May 10, 1846. 


to your order, immediately before the battle of the 
9th instant at this place, I deployed the 3d infantry 
as skirmishers on the right of the road, the left rest- 
ing on the road; the regiment advanced rapidly to 
the front; and, soon after the firing commenced, I 
found my command so far advaneed as to be exposed 
to a cross fire from our own and the enemy’s batte- 
ries, and, in consequence of the very dense chapar- 
ral, the regiment became very much scattered. I 
passed an order down the line for the officers to col- 
lect all the men they could and bring them into the 
engagement, which was altogether on the left of the 
road. lLreturned myself with all the men I could 
collect, turned Duncan’s battery, and joined in the 
action on the left flank, with Lieutenants Johns, Bee, 
Williamson, and Hatch, 3d infantry; Lieutenant and 
Adjutant lrons passed into the right with a few men 
and joined a party under Captain McCall. The offi- 
cers near me on this occasion did all that could be 
desired of gallant soldiers: they directed the men 
with coolness, judgment, and activity: the soldiers 
too, about thirty in the detachment, did themselves 
great credit. I regret that I cannot give a more full 
account of what the regiment accomplished. As 
stated before, it became scattered, and each officer 
was compelled to act independently. Some few 
have to regret that they could not find their way out 
of the chaparral in time to join in the battle. Cap- 
tain Barbour did good service with his detachment, 
by driving back a body of cavalry attempting to re- 
cover a piece of artillery taken by some offivers and 
men of the 4th infantry. I must not omit to notice 
in this report the conduct of Corporal O'Sullivan, 
of company E, 3d infantry, who fired at a body of 
the enemy and immediately rushed in upon them and 
seized a lieutenant by the collar, disarmed him, and 
delivered him a prisoner to Lieutenant Graham.— 
He afterwards went with a party under Sergeant 
Kendall, of F company, 3d iniantry, captured a gun 
from the enemy, rolied it out into the road, and 
turned it over to an officer of the Sth infantry.— 
There were many other acts of individual daring; 
but, where aj! behaved well, it isdeemed unnecessa- 
ry to multiply instances. 


I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your 
ob’t sery’t, L. N. MORRIS, 
Caplain 3d infantry, commanding regiment. 
Lieut. Col. J. GarLanp, 


Commanding 3d Brigade Army of Occupation. 


REPORT OF MAJOR T. STANIFORD. 


Headquarters 5th infantry, 
Camp on the field of battle, May 10, 1846. 

Sir: In obedience to your orders | have the honor 
to report that, in the action of Palo Alto, on the 8th 
instant, the Sth infantry was placed on the extreme 
right of our line. After sustaining the cannonade 
of the enemy for about three quarters of an hour, 
the regiment was ordered to turn the left flank of 
the enemy, and was detached for that purpose, ad- 
vancing nearly half a mile to the right and front; 
the cavalry of the Mexicans, with two pieces of ar- 
tillery in view, extending themselves, apparently for 
the purpose of outflanking us. On the near ap- 
proach of the enemy’s cavalry, the regiment was 
thrown into square, with Captain Walker, of the 
Texas Rangers, and twenty mounted men on our 
right. The enemy commenced an irregular fire 
upon our square as they advanced, wounding three 
or four of our men, and continued to do so until 
within about fifty yards, when our fire was deliver- 
ed from one front of the square, killing several men 
and horses and causing the enemy to retire. Our 
fire was followed by the rifles of the mounted men. 
At this moment Lieutenant Ridgely, with two pieces 
of his battery, came to our support, and poured ina 
destructive fire of grape and canister on the enemy, 
now in full retreat towards his right. The regiment 
remained on this ground for about half an hour, 
when we were ordered to take position on the right 
of the new line, which had been formed by throw- 
ing forward our right; the enemy having changed 
his frout nearly perpendicular to his first line.— 











enemy from his breastwork, these officers, with their 





men, repulsed a party that charged them in order to 
recapture the piece. I cannot refrain from calling | 
your allention to Sergeant Major Maloney and Cor- 
poral Farrell, who behaved with remarkable coolness 
and gallantry. Every body did his duty nobly, as 
becomes American soldiers. 
| have the honor to be, your ob’t servant, 
ROBERT C. BUCHANAN, 
Captain 4th infantry. 





commanding the 3d brigade that, 





To Maj. G. W. ALLEn, commanding 4th infantry. 


Here we received a severe fire from the enemy’s 
batteries, wounding a corporal of the color com- 


| pany and the color sergeant slightly. As it wasnow 


near night, we were ordered up for the protection of 
the train; the cannonading from both sides ceasing 
at dark. 


In the battle of the Sth, the 5th being in advanc® 
and the enemy being discovered in front, the regi~ 
ment was ordered into the chaparral on the left of 
the road, and directed to advance as skirmishers and 
push for the enemy, The chaparral at first was 


‘dense and almost impassable; consequentiy the re 


Sir: I have the honor to report that, in obedience . 
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iment became much separated and extended, ren- 

ering it impossible to advance with much regulari- 
ty. A severe cannonading from both sides now be- 
gan, mingled with a tremendous fire of musketry.— 
In a few moments the order was given to charge the 
‘enemy’s batteries; which was promptly done by ca- 
valry and infantry, and the enemy’s guns were all 
captured. In this brilliant exploit the 5th bore a 
conspicuous ‘part, a portion of the regiment success- 
fully resisting the attempt of the enemy to recap- 
ture those guns on the right of his battery; the re- 
mainder of the regiment being extended towards the 
right and mingling in the severe and close engage 
ment which was there going on, and was so glorious- 
ly terminated, 

During the action of this day, Lieutenant Colonel) 
McIntosh and Capt. Hooe were severely and Lieut. 
Fowler slightly wounded; loss of the rank and file, 
nine killed and twenty-five wounded; many of them 
severely. 

In conclusion, [ will only add, that all, both offi- 
cers and men, did their duty in a most gallant man- 
ner, determined to conquer the enemy or perish in 
the conflict. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your 
ob’t serv’t, T. STANIFORD, 

Major Sth inf., cammanding regiment. 

Col. D. E. Twiees, 

Commd’g. right wing Army of Occupation. 


REPORT OF LIEUT. RIDGELY. 
Camp near Matamoros, May 10, 18.6. 

Sir—In compliance with your directions I have 
the honor to report that the company which I now 
have the honor to command took up its position in 
the line of battle about 3 o’clock P. M. on the after- 
noon of the 8th, at distance of about 800 yards from 
the enemy’s line. After receiving a few rounds of 
artillery, we advanced about 100 yards, where we 
opened our battery with considerable execution, as 
proved the next day; but in consequence of their 
making a flank movement to our right, I was detach- 
ed with two pieces to operate with the 5th infantry, 
who had been sent forward to oppose the movement. 
My section had already lost one man and two horses 
badly wounded. As 1 was taking positton on the 
right of the Sth, who were in square, they fired a 
volley from one of its faces on the enemy, whose ca- 
valry had charged. [at once unlimbered and com- 
menced firing. Very shortly I saw their artillery 
and cavalry, which latter was in large forre, retir- 
ing. lam happy to state our fire proved effective, 
and the movement was frustrated. Brevet second 
lieutenant French had the immediate charge of 
one of the pieces. We continued changing position 
from point to point until dark, when we encamped. 
I then learned that brevet major Ringgold, who had 
been with the other section, had been badly wound- 
ed. The section was brought up by lieut. Shover, 
who had kept it actively employed during the entire 
afternoon. 


The following morning, about noon, 1 took my 
osition in rear of the 5th infantry on our way to 
Ghisimoros, marching in column of sections whenever 
racticable. After having advanced about five miles, 
F wee ordered to the front with my battery, and was 
there informed the enemy were immediately in our 
front, occupying the road with their artillery. Capt. 
Walker, of the Texas Rangers, was sent to point out 
to me their exact position. After moving very cau- 
tiously for a short distance, 1 discovered them about 
400 yards in advance, in the road, and almost instant- 
ly their artillery opened. I moved rapidly to the 
front for about 100 yards and returned their fire, 
which was kept up very spiritedly on both sides for 
some time, their grape-shot passing through our bat- 
tery in every direction. So soon as it slackened, | 
limbered up and moved rapidly forward, never 
unlimbering unless seeing them in front, or perceiv- 
ing from the fire of their infantry they were on my 
flanks. Frequently the several pieces fired canister 
on them when not over 100 or 150 yards. After 
having advanced in this manner for about 500 yards, 
Captain May, 2d dragoons, rode up and said, ‘* Where 
are they? | am going to charge.” 
volley, and he most gallantly dashed forward in ‘‘co- 
lumn of fours” at the head of his squadron; | follow- 
ed as quickly as possible at a gallop, only halting 


when | came upon the edge of a ravine, where || 


found three pieces of artillery, but no cannoniers; 
however, their infantry poured into me a most gall- 


I gave them a| 


havior of my non commissioned officers and men 
generally; and respectfully beg leave to cali the 
attention of higher authorities to the fact that the 
officers during the greater portion of the engage- 
ment, and always when closely pressed, had to per- 
form the duties of not only one but tio cannoniers, 
handling their own shot and firing their own pieces, 
in consequence of the very limited number of men. 

In conclusion, sir, 1 am proud to state that until 
the enemy’s artillery was taken and they completely 
routed, no other artillery was required, or at least 
used, but the battery 1 have the honor to command. 

Il am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

RANDOLPH RIDGELY, 
Ist Lieut. 3d art'y, comm’g light company C. 


REPORT OF CAPTAIN MAY. 


Dragoon camp, Resaca de la Palma, 
On the Batile Grownd May 10, 1846. 

Sirn—Having been detached from the headquarters 
of my regiment with my squadron, and acting under 
the immediate orders of the commanding general 
during the actions of the 8th and 9th instant, it be- 
comes my duty to report the services which the 
squadron { had the honor to command rendered dur- 
ing those actions. 

You are aware that my first orders on the 8th 
were to strengthen the left flank of the army, and 
sustain lieutenant Duncan’s battery: in this position 
I lost two horses killed and two wounded. 

About half an hour before sunset I received orders 
to proceed to the enemy’s left flank and drive in his 
cavalry. In execution of these orders, and while 
passing the general and his staff, the enemy concen- 
trated the fire from their batteries upon us, killing 
six of my horses, and wounding five men. I succeed- 
ed in gaining a position on the enemy’s left with a 
view of charging his cavalry, but found him in such 
force as to render ineffectual a charge from my small 
command, and therefore returned, in obedience to 
my instructions, to my first position, where I re- 
mained until the close of the action, which terminat- 
ed very shortly afterwards. Thus ended the service 
of my squadron on the 8th instant. 


On the morning of the 9th my squadron was ac- 
tively employed in reconnoitering the chaparral in 
advance of the field of the 8th, and on the advance 
of the army | took my position as the advance guard. 
When about half a mile from the position which the 
enemy were reported to have taken, I was ordered 
to halt and allow the artillery and infantry to pass, 
and await further orders. I remained in this posi- 
tion about three quarters of an hour, when ] receiv- 
ed orders to report with my squadron to the general. 
I did so, and was ordered by the general! to charge 
the enemy’s batteries, and drive them from their 
pieces, which was rapidly executed, with loss of 
lieut. Inge, seven privates, and eighteen horses kill- 
ed, and sergeant Muley, nine privates and ten horses 
wounded. Lieut. Sackett and sergeant Story, in the 
front by my side, had their horses killed under them, 
and lieut. Inge was gallantly leading his platoon when 
he fell. We charged entirely through the enemy’s 
batteries of seven pieces—captain Graham, accom. 
panied by lieuts. Winship and Pleasonton, leading 
the ebarge against the pieces ou the left cf the road, 
and myself, accompanied by lieuts. Inge, Stevens 
and Sackett, those on the direct road, and gained 
ihe rising ground on the opposite side of the ravine. 
The charge was made under a heavy fire of the ene- 
my’s batteries, which accounts for my great loss.— 
After gaining the rising ground in the rear I could 
rally but six men, and with these 1 charged their 
gunners, wlio had regained their pieces, drove them 
off, and took prisoner general Vega, whom I[ found 
gallantly fighting in person at his battery. 1 ordered 
him to surrender, and on recognising me as an of- 
ficer he handed me his sword. 


I brought him under a heavy fire of their infantry 
to our lines, accompanied by lieut. Stevens and a 
sergeant of my squadron. I then directed lieutenant 
Stevens to conduct him in safety to our rear, and 
presented his sword to the commanding general. 

From this time until the enemy were routed, I 
was engaged in collecting my men, who had become 
scattered in our lines. | succeeded in assembling 
half of my squadron, and joined the army in pursuit 
of the evemy, until he crossed the Rio Grande, from 
which I returned to camp. 

J] cannot speak in terms of sufficient praise of the 





ing fire at from 25 to 50 paces; and here ensued a! steadiness and gallantry of the officers and wen of 


most desperate struggle, but, our infantry coming up,| my command. 


they were completely routed. Their cavalry coming 
so near that | once cut at them with my sabre, | dic 
not advance as rapidly as I desired, as | perceived | 
was not at times supported by the infantry, it being 
impossible for them to get through the chaparral, 

1 cannot, sir, speak in too high terms of the 
gallantry and coolness of my officers, and the be- 


ee 


They aii behaved with that spirit of 
| courage and noble daring which distinguished the 
| whole army in this memorable action, and achieved 
| the most brilliant victory of the age. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your 
| obedient servant, C. A. MAY, 
Capt. 2d Dragoons commanding 2d squadron. 
Lieut. McDonald, adj’t. 2d Drugvons. 


Sot eemnetidiea eee ee ee —— 
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REPORT OF LIEUT. COL, BELKNAP TO GEN. 7 
Head quarters First Brigade, 
Camp near Matamoros, May 15, 184¢ 
Sia—In submitting an official report of the open, 


a 


tions of the first brigade in the actions of the gh an 


9th of May, at Palo Alto and Resaca de la Palma | 
feel a degree of delicacy in the task from my humbj 


rank in comparison with the importance and ma hi 
tude of my command, and lest I shall be unable to 4, 
full justice to the admirable conduct of the officesp 


and men who served under my orders. | 


On first meeting the enemy I received your op, 
to form on the left, with instructions to move j; 
the chaparral and allow the men to refresh the 
selves by getting water, Perceiving ii a few y 
ments that the enemy were advancing, and not kno 
ing precisely, being on the left of the line, whe 
water was to be obtained, I directed the men to, 
main in the ranks. The enemy shortly after havi) 
halted, and your instructious for the refreshment, 
the men having been repeated, they proceeded , 
get water, and immediately fell in prepared ay 
eager for action. The brigade was then ordered , 
advance in column on the left of the army, the 
talion of artillery under command of Jieut. colo; 
Childs, on the right, the eighth regiment of infant 
commanded by captain Montgomery, on the left, a 
captain Duncan’s battery in the centre. The ary 
then having been ordered to advance, the briga 
moved in this order until the enemy opened his} 
teries. When the brigade was halted, capt. Duncy 
battery advanced about two hundred yards and « 
menced a most destructive fire upon the enemy. Tj 
disposition was maintained for about two how 
when the enemy’s fire slackened and finally cea 
Nothing could surpass the coolness and steadiness 
the command while thus exposed to a galling { 
receiving as they did the heavy discharges of ty 
enemy’s well aimed artillery without the powerg 
defending themselves. 


In ashort time after the firing ceased the arg 
was ordered to advance and take position somewh 
nearer the enemy; the battalion of artillery takiy 
post in rear and tothe right of the two eightg 
pounders, capt. Duncan’s artillery on*theor left, ay 
the eighth infantry on the left and to the rear of jj 


battery. At this moment captain Duncan, with ig 


usual quickness of preception, dicovered and co 
municated to me the fact that the enemy was movi 
the entire cavalry and infantry force of his rg 
wing upon our train in rear of the left of our lines 
battle, and that his battery could produce a moreé 
structive effect upon the enemy by taking posili 
further to the left. I ordered him to proceed to! 
threatened point with all possible despatch, and h 
the enemy in check till the eighth infantry co 
come up to his support. The battery dashed bac 
the left flank in full view of the enemy, and engy 
him within point blank range of his small guos. | 
sudden and unexpected was this movement to! 
enemy, who a moment before saw this batteryé 
appear in the opposite direction behind the smokt 
the burning prairie, that his whole column of cari 
pulled up toa halt before a shot had been fire 
the guos unlimbered. A strong body of the ene® 
infantry supported by two squadrons of cavalry, 
bouched from the extreme right point of the ch 
ral, and moved steadily forward to the attack 
section of the battery opened upon them with!" 
shot, shells, and spherical case, so well directedl 
the whole advance, horse and foot, fell back i! 
order to the bushes; the other section played i! 
mean time upon the masses of cavalry that had! 
ed at the sight of the guns before mentioned. 
though these shot were well directed, and each i 
an opening through an entire squadron, this pal 
the euvemy’s line stood unshaken. 


The column of cavalry and infantry driven ? 
in the chaparral by the other section, re-formed 
and moved forward a second time to the sl 
with great regularity. After they advanced # 
one hundred yards from the chaparral, the s@ 
before ordered to drive them back again op* 
and drove them with even greater success thi 
fore. They fell back pell meil to the bushes and! 
menced their retreat; their supporting cavalry® 
doned them, rushed back upon the head of ! 
lumns that had before withstood our shot, a 
flight commenced. Squadron after squadron! 
up, and the entire right wing of the army ¥# 
full retreat. Both sections were now brought “A 
upon the enemy’s broken and flying columss, ) 
brisk and destructive fire kept up till they" 
peared in the chaparral, or darkness pul 4 
the battle. 

When this battery first reached its posilio? og. 
left, and before the infantry could arrive for wi 
port, captain Ker, of the 2d dragoons, who . : 
directed with his squadron to guard the % 
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: ha mptness and eagerness worthy of 
np offered S repel any attempt of the enemy 
,assail the latter on its left. 

During the absence of the 8th infantry on the left 
he commander of the artillery battalion vigorously 
nd successfully repelled a desperate effort on the 
srt of the enemy to carry the 18-pounders, by 
romptly forming square and arresting the charge of 
avalry. While in this position he received a fire 
om ihe line of the enemy’s infantry, which was 
wickly returned. He then encamped on his own 
round; at this time the brigade was re-united near 
he 18-pounder battery, and bivouacked in front of 
h my- 

On the morning of the 9th we were instructed to 
ssume the same order and advance — the enemy, 
ne having in the night and early in the morning re- 
ired. The brigade advanced across the plain aud 
ook possession in the chaparral, where we halted 
or several hours waiting instructions, and burying 
1 the mean time eleven of the enemy’s dead that 

ere there found terribly mangled. The army hav- 
ng been put in march in the afternoon, the bri- 
ade was ordered to halt, as a reserve when about 
, mile of the enemy’s position. In a few minutes, 
he firing having commenced in front, I received 
rdera to move up Duncan’s battery and one battalion 
»f infantry, the battery and the 8th regiment were 
mmediately pul in motion, the latter in double quick 
me. 


On arriving at the scene of action, the 8th regi- 
ent charged the enemy on the right of the road and 
prove him from his position. At this moment capt. 
ay, of the 24 drngoons, informed me that he had 
harged and carried one of the enemy’s batteries, 
but, being unsupported, was unable to maintain it.— 
immediately ordered the 8th infantry to form in 
the road, when it was led to a charge upon the bat- 
ery, a part of which had as reported, been retaken 
by the enemy. ‘This movement was executed with 
he greatest celerity, and the battery secured. The 
egiment then charged upon the ravine and across 
he small prairie amidst a sheet of fire from the 
ront and right, drove the supporting column before 
t, destroying the enemy in vast numbers, they hav- 
ng maintained a most determined and obstinate re- 
sistance until finally repulsed and driven from the 
ield. Captain Montgomory with his regiment pur- 
ued vigorously into the chaparral on the opposite 
ide of the ravine, until, from the rapid flight of the 
nemy, further p&rsuit was useless. The conflict was 
hort: the result shows the severity. 
At the head of the ravine, I met with capt. Mc- 
all, 4th infantry, who, in command of the advance, 
ad gallantly brought on the action, and poured a 


host destructive and kept up an incessant fire upon 
he enemy. 


Afier the commencement of the action, on ad- 
ancing with the 8th infantry and the battery of ar- 
illery, { ordered lieutenant colonel Childs to re- 
hain with his battalion as a reserve. It is due to 
ol. Childs to state that he was desirous that his bat- 
alion should be selected to advance into the action 
nstead of the 8th regiment. He soon after received 
ders from the commanding general to advance.— 
ne obeyed and rapidly pursued the enemy to the 

io Grande, where, having thrown out pickets, he 
aptured one captain and twelve privates during the 
hemy’s flight. 

As soon as the enemy’s batteries were carried and 
s infantry began to give ground, captain Duncan 
vas Ordered to cross the ravine and take up a new 

position, that previously occupied rendered it im- 
possible for him to assail the enemy without galling 
bur own troops. This was done and the enemy vigo- 
ously pursued, a few well-directed shots from our 
alteries driving him from position to position till he 
tached the river. 

here all have acted nobly it may seem impro- 
per to speak of individuals, but I feel compelled to 
‘aie the commanders of corps in the brigade. The 
anor of the battalion of artillery, lieutenant 

— Childs, needs no praise from me. His well- 
va % fame—won on many a ficld—is known to all; 
sth rs coolness and intrepidity in the battle of the 
fone a the heavy cannonade of the enemy, the 
ae ee in which he repulsed the charge 
en € 18 pounder battery, and his hot pursuit of 
isnine 2 to the banks of the Rio Gronde on the 
oldie Ba the 9th, are new evidences of bis zeal and 

_ cue Which it gives me pleasure to record. 
ene T puchtgomery, in command of the 8th in- 
wot alo Alto manifested the utmost coolness 
he dew Cannonade of that day, when his horse 

~ under him; the celerity with which he mov- 

© support of the battery of artillery when 
agerness ; by the enemy’s cavalry, as weil as his 
88 In getting into action on the 9th, in which 


* ¥ a8 Wounded, and his vigor i 
ORE es, , and his vigor in pursuing the enem 
crits high commendation " ” 


I cannot too much commend the skill and judge- 
ment of capt. Duncan on both fields. His quick eye 
detected at Palo Alto the threatened movement of 
the enemy on my left, whose advancing columns 
were arrested by his prompt action, and finally turn- 
ed back by the rapid and skilful discharges from his 
fine battery. 

{n the battle of .the 9th, the 8th regiment lost in 
lieut. Chadbourne a promising young officer, who fell 
in the manful discharge of his duty. Lieuts. Gates and 
Jordan were badly but not mortally wounded. The 
latter, when personally charging the enemy, being 
overpowered by numbers, was relieved by lieutenant 
Lincoln, who slew with his own hand two of the 
fiercest assailants. Licutenants Selden, Burbank, 
Maclay, and Morris were wounded. Lieut. Luther, 
of the artillery battalion, was wounded by a musket 
ball in the action of the 8th. On this day, lieutenant 
Daniels, acting A. D. C., had his horse shot under 
him by a cannon ball. Capt. McKavett, of the 8th 
infantry, and acting field officer of his regiment, had 


re horse shot under him by a musket ball on the 
th. 


I cannot close this report without bearing testimo- 
ny to the zeal and efficiency of the brigade staff.— 
The highest praise belongs to lieut. Chase, 2d artil- 
lery, acting assistant adjutant general, and lieut. 
Daniels, 2d artillery, brigade commissary and acting 
aid-de-camp, for the rapidity with which they com- 
municated my orders from point to point, and the 
coolness and courage they displayed in the hottest 
fire in both these battles. 


My thanks are also due to Mr. John B. Cozzens, 
of New York city, who rendered valuable assistance 
by transmitting with intelligence such information 
as ( had occasion from time to time to communicate. 

It is impossible to enumerate all the instances of 
personal bravery conspicuous on these days. ‘t may 


to the deadly fire of the enemy’s batteries on the plain 
of Palo Alto, the fortitude, high moral courage, 
hardy valor, and perfect discipline displayed by the 
troops, have few parallels in the history of war, 
while the battle of Resaca de la Palma will long be 
associated with deeds of heroism and intrepid daring 
which can never be surpassed. 


In the action of the 8th, the artillery battalion lost 
in killed one sergeant, one corporal, one private; 
wounded, one lieutenant, two artificers, one musi- 
cian, and five privates—aggregate, twelve. 

The 8th infantry lost, killed four privates, sixteen 
privates wounded—total twenty, (including missing 
two privates.) The artillery company had wounded 
one non-commissioned officer, one arlificer, and two 
privates—total four. 


On the 9th the companies in capt. McCall’s com: 
mand, belonging to the artillery battalion, lost in 
killed one corporal, two privates; wounded one ser- 
geant and four privates—total, ten. 

The Sth regiment of infantry on the 9th lost, in 
killed one subaltern, four non commissioned officers, 
and three privates—total, eight; wounded, seven of- 


commissioned officers, seventeen privates—agygregate 
thirty-two. 
{ have the honor to be, very respectfully, your 
obedient servant, W. G. BELKNAP, 
Lieut. commanding first brigade. 
Captain W. S. Buiss, 
Assistant adj. general, army of occupation. 


REPORT OF CAPT. MCCALL TO GEN. TAYLOR. 
Camp near Matamoros, May 13, 1846. 

Sir—On the 9th instant, in obedience to your or- 
ders, | marched from Palo Alto, the battle ground of 
the 8th, with the ‘‘tadvance,” (consisting of 220 men), 
to follow and observe the movements of the enemy 
on the route to Matamoros. | directed captain C. F. 
Smith, 2d artillery, with the light companies of the 
Ist brigade, to move on the right of the road, while 
l advanced with the detachment composed of ar- 
tillery and infantry on the left. Captain Walker, of 
the Texas Rangers, with a small detachment of 
mounted men, was ordered to examine the road in 
front, and lieutenant Pleasonton, 2d dragoons, with 
a few dragoons, with a few dragoons, marched in 
rear of the columns of infantry. 

Having followed the trail of the enemy about two and 
a half miles, through the chaparral, a prisoner was ta- 


enemy killed by Capt. Walker’s men on the prairie. 
Having examined the opposite side, Capt. 
ported the road clear; when, desiring to procure definite 
information as to the position of the enemy, I pushed 
him forward into the chaparral, (within supporting dis- 
tance,) and one or two parties of from three to six were 
seen in the brush, one of which, a mounted party, was 
fired upon by my right flankers. On reaching the open 
round at La Resaca de la Palma, the head of my co- 
umn received three rounds of canister shot from a 





be confidently asserted that in their passive exposure | 


ficers, (one captain and six subalterns), eight non- | 


ken on the edge of the Jackass prairie, and one of the | 


alker re: | 





masked battery, which killed one private and wounded 
. (vo sergeants on the left of the road, and made my men 
take cover. They rallied, however, handsomely, within 
ferty or fifty paces. I now brought Capt. Smith’s de- 
tachment to the left of the road, proposing to attack by 
flank movement what 1 supposed to be only the rear- 
guard of the retiring army; and I sent Lieut. McCown, 
with two men, to recall Lieut. Dobbins, who, with a few 
men, had deployed to the left, where he killed one or 
two of the enemy who showed themselves 1n his front. 
Oa the return of Lieut. Dobbins with Lieut. MeCown, 
the former reported a large body of troops in motion on 
our left, and at the same time some lancers were ob- 
served in the road in front. Being now satisfied that 
the Mexican army was in force on our front, I dispatch- 
ed three dragoous to inform you of the fact, and then 
moved my command to a stronger position to await 
your arrival. 

On your arrival, Capt. Smith was again ordered to take 


the right of the road, while I took the left, with orders 


to bring on the action, and then flank the enemy.— 
Advancing about three hundred yards or more, to the 
front and flank, I encountered the right of the enemy’s 
infantry, and the action iinmnediately commenced. They 
were strongly posted in the ravine, on the near side of 
| the pond, (the principal line being on the opposite side,) 
| and, in addition to the fire of musketry from both lines, 
my men were exposed to heavy discharges of canister 
from two field-pieces in rear of their centre, yet in a 
short time the enemy were driven from their right to- 
wards the road, and my men followed with a hearty 
cheer. In following them, however, | soon found that 
our own batteries were sweeping my front, and, their 
fire being kept up, 1 made a flank movement to the 
road, and here I at once became engaged with the ene- 
my occupying the pond on the right of the road. As 
svon as their fire ceased at this point, I recrossed the 
road to regain my former position on the right flank of 
the enemy. Here a part of my regiment became mixed 
in with the 5th regiment: they united with that regi- 
ment and charged with it. Lieut. Pi'cher, of the 5th 
regiment, was of the number. I continued to advance 
on the left of the 5th regiment, and was soon engaged 
with part of the regiment of the Tampico Guards.— 
|They received several destructive fires from my men, 
'and then retired. I should mention that, during this in- 
‘terval, Lieut. McCown, having been separated from me, 
‘joined the 8th infantry, and charged with them. My 
}command continued to move forward on the enemy’s 
| right, with more or less interruption, (inseparable from 
a bush fight,) until the close of the battle. 

Capt. Smith being separated from me, I was not an 
eye-witness of the individual conduct of himself and of- 
: ena but I enclose herewith his repurt inade to me this 
day. 











In that part of my command where I[ was in person 
‘every officer and man did his duty mosi handsomely.— 
|I received every assistance from the good conduct of 
| Lieuts. Dobbins, McCown, Wainwright, and Pitcher.— 
| Lieuts. D., W., and P. used their own rifles and guns 
with good effect against the enemy, and every where 
| inspired the men with confidence and eagerness to en- 
vage. 
| ‘Ihe loss sustained by the “advance” on the 91!) May 
| was six killed and fourteen wounded. 
| I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedi- 
ent servant, GEORGE A. McCALL, 
Capt. 4th infantry, commanding the advance. 
Capt. W. W.S. Buiss, 
Adju'ant General Army of Occupation. 


REPORT OF CAPT. SMITH. 
Camp of the artillery battalion, first brigade, 
Near Matamoros, Mexico, May 13, 1846. 
Sir: Agreeably to your desire to-day, I have the ho- 
' nor to report that, pursuant to your orders on the 9th 
instant, my command (consisting of the four light com- 
panies of the brigade) advanced on the right of the road, 
| flanking our arullery, and about eighty yards from it.— 
|The moment the fire of the enemy was heard, [ has- 
tened the battalion, marching it by the right flank, in 
the direction of the pond, (X)* until stopped by the thick 
| chaparral; when it was faced to the front, and advanc- 
| ed in the direction of the enemy’s battery (C.) It being 
impossible to fget through the chaparral advancing in 
line of battle, 1 ordered an advance by the heads of 
of companies, and to have the line re-formed as soon as 
we could get through—a matter that seemed difficult, if 
not impossible. We had advanced thus but a few paces 
when a discharge of musketry was given by the enemy 
towards the battery and from our right and rear. This 
rendered a corresponding change on my part necessary. 
Accordingly, | ordered the battalion to deploy as skir- 
mishers facing the pond, (from A towards B,) and to 
advance through the chaparral as far as possible. The 
moment this deployment was attempted, a heavy and 
well-sustained fire of musketry was opened upon us 
from the opposite edge of the pond, and kept up until 
the enemy retired. The chaparral was tov dense for 
the men to charge through; but they maintained a steady 
| fire, and with considerable eflect, until a short time be- 
| fore the close of the action; when, my own observation 
confirming the report of the officers and men that a se- 
vere cross-firing of musketry, which had been opened 
upon us from the left, (D,) came from our friends, I 
withdrew the battalion about two hundred yards, and 
then moved up the road to report for orders. Gen. Tay- 

















_*Referring to the diagram which accompanies the ori- 
ginal, and which of course we have no means of pre- 
| paring for this paper. 
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lor (by his adjutant general) directed me to sustain Lieut. 
Duncan’s battery, just about to pursue the enemy, which 
I did until it haited here. 

The behavior of the eonpanss officers and men, was 
all that could be desired. IL feel under special obliga- 
tion to Capt. J B. Scott, 4th artillery, for the assistance 
rendered me (as an acting field officer) throughout the 


day. 

Fetes a return of the killed (4) and wounded (9) be- 

low. Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. F. SMITH, 
Capt. 2d art., com. batt. light coz., Ist brigade. 
Capt. Georecz A. McCant, 4th regiment of infantry. 
LETTER FROM GEN. TAYLOR. 
Headquarters Army of Occupation, 
Matamoros, Mexico, May 19, 1846. 

‘Sre: I respectfully enclose here with the official reports 
of Capt. Hawkins, commanding Fort Brown, and Capt. 
Mansfield, engineers, of the bombardment of that work, 
and the operations of the engineer department during 
its continuance. 

These reports, together with one furnished by Major 
Brown before his lamented death, will give a history of 
operations at Fort Brown from the Ist to the 10th of 

ay. 

In rendering these reports, I deem it unnecessary to 
pay any further tribute to the services or memory of 
Major Brown. His death is a voucher for his patriot- 
ism and devotion to duty. I would call the attention of 
the depar:ment to the services of Capt. Hawkins, who 
succeeded to the command; to those uf Capt. Lowd and 
Lieut. Bragg, who skilfully directed tne operations of 
their respective batteries; and particularly to those of the 
engineer officer, Capt. Mansfield, whose untiring vigi- 
lance and zeal in perfecting tne defences which he had 
so ably planned cannot be too highly praised. 

IT am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Z. TAYLOR, 
Brevet Brig. Gen. U. S. A. commanding. 
The Apsurant Genera of the army, Washington. 
REPORT OF CAPTAIN HAWKINS. 
Headquarters, Fort Tuylor, 
Texas, May 10, 1846. 

Srr: I have the honor to report that on the morning of 
the 6th instant, during the third day of the bombard- 
ment of this fort, its gallant commander, Major Brown, 
received a severe wound, which caused his death at two 
o’clock on the 9th instant. I immediately assumed com- 
mand, and have the honor to reportthe result of the 
bombardments since seven o’clock P. M., on the 4ih, at 
at which time Capt. Walker left with a report of the re- 
sult up to that time. At nine o’celock P. M. on the 4th, 
firing of musketry was heard in our rear, about three or 
four yards distance, and appurently extending a mile up 
the river; (he firing very irregular. This continued un- 
til half past seven o’clock P. M. ‘The garrison was un- 
der arms, batteries and defences all manned, and con- 
tinued so during the night. On the 5th instant, at five 
o’clock A. M., the fire was recommenced from the ene- 
my’s batteries, which was imiediately returned from 
the eighteen-pounder battery and six-pounder howitzer, 
placed in embrasure on the southeast bastion. ‘The fir- 
ing was 
about fifty round shot and shelis from the enemy. The 
batteries on both sides ceased firing at the same time.— 
Our expenditure of ammunition was thirty rounds of both 
caliber. At eight o’ciock A. M., Valdez, a Mexican, 
came in and reported that a party of dragoons had been 
driven back from the praine to the puint, and also a 
party to the fort; that he had seen thirty deserters trom 


Arista’s army, who stated that the Mexicans were with- | 


out subsistence-stores, and they were tired, and left for 
their homes; that it was stated in the Mexican camp that 
Arista had received an express from Mexico informing 
him that another revolution had broken out in Mexico, 
and that he could receive no support from the govern- 
ment. At nine o’clock A. M. it was reported that a 


reconnoissance of officers, escorted by mounted men of | 
the enemy, was going on in rear, within eight hundred | time the enemy had established a mortar in the ridge of 


yards of the fort; and the other pariies, mounted and in- 
fantry, were at the same distance, extending from the 
bend of the lagoon to the river. Lieut. {J anson, 7th in- 
fantry, asked permission to take the dragoons and go 
and look at them. This was granted, and in an hour 
he returned, r porting that the enemy was establishing 
a battery at the cross-roads; his appearance among them 
created great alarm, and they were soon concentrated 
under cover of their work. Every man at work to-day 
strengthening the defences. Several party of cavalry 
and infantry seen to-day occupying our old encamp- 
ment. ‘Ihe troops all at their places in the bastions dur- 
ins the night. 

Wednesday, May 6. At five o’clock A. M. the can- 
nonade commenced from the lower fort and mortar bat- 
tery. Many round shot and shells thrown until six 
o’clock, when there was a cessation Of firing. During 
the last hour the shot und shells were well airected, 
bursting in all directiuns in the interior of the fort, tear- 
ing our tents to pieces, and injuring several horses. At 
haif past six orelock the single 18-pounders were firec, 
at which the enemy opened their batteries in our front 
and rear, and the cannonade continued from two mor- 
tars and a howitzer in front, and a mortar established 
at or near the cross-rvads in rear until ter o’clock A. 
M, when our gallant commander received a mortal 
wound from a fallen sheli. Large mounted parties and 
infantry were seen at this time in rear. At seven v’clock 
ene mortar was playing upon us from town and two 
from the rear. At ten o’clock a smail party of infantry 
crept up in ravine and fired musketry; but, being out of 


range, the fire was not returned. At half past ten o’- 
clock A. M. several parties of infantry and mounted 
men were seen surrounding us in rear. Several rounds 
of canister were fired from Lieut. Bragg’s battery, which 
soon dispered them. Several were alterward heard to 
have been killed. Immetiately afterwards, and until 
half past twelve o’clock P. M., we received a continual 
shower of shells from the enemy’s bitteries. At two 
o’clock five shells were thrown. At half past four o’clock 
P. M.a white flag was shown at the old buildings in 
rear, and a parley sounded by the enemy. Two officers 
advanced and were met by two officers of my com- 
mand, who brought me the docume:it marked A, sign- 
ed by Gen. Arista, allowing me one hour to reply. 


This document being considered one of great import- 
ance, I deemed it necessary to convoke a council, 
consisting of all the company commanders in my com- 
mand, and laid it before them. ‘They unanimously con- 
curred with me in the reply, a copy of which is the ac- 
companying document mirked Bo This docunent was 
dispatched in the allotted time, and shortly after its re- 
ception the enemy’s batteries opened upon us with a 
continual shower of shot and shells until sunset. The 
night passed very quietly, but constant vigilance was 
exercised in the command; every man kept at his post, 
as an attack was confidently expected in the morning. 


Thursday, May 7. At half past 5 o’clock A. M. the 
enemy’s batteries opened with shells, and continued for 
about an hour and a half, and then ceased. At half 
past seven A. M. several rounds of canister and grape. 
were fired into the enemy’s picke!-guards, at the house 
in rear, and at the old guard-house o! the second bri- 
gade, which caused them to abandon their positions.— 
This was replied to by a discharge of some ten or twelve 
shells At nine o’clock A. M. we received a shower of 
some four or five shells, and then stopped. About this 
time the enemy commenced firing iron shells, having 
previously thrown composition shells, and it was disco- 
vered that one of the mortars ha:! been removed from 
our rear and returned to the city. Ata quarter past ten 
A. M. we received three shells; at eleven A. M. we re- 
ceived eight shells; at twelve M. six shells, by which 
four of Lieut. Bragg’s horses were killed and the wheel 


the batteries were opened with round shot and shells, 
and continued for an hour and a half. By this time our 
bomb-proofs were so far advanced that our troops were 
comparatively protected. At two o’clock small parties of 
infantry commenced on us withrandom musketry, on 
the bank of the river and from the ravine. At half past 
two P. M. a regular bombardment with shot and shells, 
from a howitzer and the mortars, was kept up with lit- 
tle intermission until sunset. At five o’clock, during 
this bombardment, a she}l struck in a tent, almost entire- 
ly destroying the instruments of the seventh infantry 
band, to the value of three hundred dollars. The accu- 
racy of their firing now evidently increased, and at 
least one-half of the shells thrown fellin the fort. A 
sentinel to-day lost his arm by a round shot from the 
enemy. As soon es it was dark enough, a party head 





kept up one hour, receiving during that time | 


ed by our indefatigable engineer, Capt. Mansfield, was 
| sent out to level the traverse thrown up by Gen. Worth, 
and cutting down the chaparral which served as a co 
ver to the sharp shooters of the enemy. At 12 o’clock, 
at night, a random fire of musketry commenced around 
us, followed by two bugles; this continued for about one 
aoe and trom 3 A. M. was continued until near day- 
ight. 


| Friday, May8. Ata quarter past 5 o’clock A. M. 
‘the enemy’s batteries again opened with shells frem the 
| lower fort, from the sand-bag battery, and from our rear. 
The fire this morning was kept up until 8 o’clock A. M. 
| without cessation. A party was sent vut this morning 
{and burnt the oid houses near the traverse on the river 
| bank. This drew from them several round shot and 
shells; from 12 to half past 2\P. M.a heavy bombard- 
iment of shells was kept up; at Jeast fifty thrown at us 

during that time. At half past 3 they again opened their 
‘shells upon us, accompanied by round shot. 


chaparral across the river, and immediately west of us, 
| Mortars were now playing upon us from the north, 
| south, and west, four in number. The firing of round 
‘shot was kept up for two hours, and that of shells until 
balf past 7 P.M. About halt past 2 P.M. a heavy 


east of us; it apparently approached until half past 4, 
when it became very distinct; it lasted until nearly 7 P. 
M. ‘This we supposed to be the action between our 
forces and the enemy. A little before sunset, a Mexi- 
can came running in with a white flag from the direc- 
tion of the second brigade guard-house claiming pro- 
tection. He stated that our forces had come in contact 
with those of the enemy; had driven them back; that he 
Wus a prisoner in charge of the picket guards fired 
on by our baiteries; that while they were burying the 
| dead and carrying off the wounded, he effected his es- 
‘cape. During the cannonade this afternoon, a small 
| column of intantry from above, and one of cavalry from 
below, were seen advancing, supposed to be reinforce- 
ments tu the enemy. ‘lhe excitement in our command 
during this distant cannonadiny was intense. Daring 
the day we received one hundred and fifty to two hun- 
dred shelis, and from seventy-five toone hundred round 
shot, and notaman disabled. During the previous night 
the halliards of the flag vn the outside had become un- 
rigged; and as the firing had become too intense to re- 
establish them, a temporary staff was erected on the in- 
side, and the national! flag of the seventh infantry raised 
as a substitutue. We passed a very quiet night—the 
troops on the alert at their guns. 








of one of his caissuns disabled. At haif past twelve | 


At this! 


cannonading was heard, supposed to be a little north of 


































































































eae 
Saturday, May 9. An officer of the seventh succeed 
ed in lowering the top-mast of the flag-staff, and rigging 
the halliards, but found he could not raise it again with 
out great labor and exposure; he therefore lashed j; nf 
position and raised the national flag, after having stood 
a succession of round shot, canister, and shells from the 
enemy’s batteries for fifteen or twenty minutes. At | 
o’clock, a sergeant and ten men fired the houses on the 
road which had been successively occapied by our own 
and the enemy’s pickets. It brought a heavy discharge 
of shells, canister, and round shot from the enemy 
batteries. Shells, with slight intervals, continued untjj 
half past 2 o’clock P. M.; the mortar on our west silen; 
and one firing upon a position between us and the for;’ 
at the upper ferry; it was much further off, but fired ae. 
curately. Two P. M., Major Brown died, and in a short 
time we heard the re-engagement between the armies, 
Quarter to six, quite a number of Mexican cavalry and 
a few infantry were seen in the retreat. At this time 
we received a heavy fire of round shot and shells. From 
the time the battle commenced, and continued to jp. 
crease, an eighteen-pounder and six pounder were fired 
in the direction of the upper ferry; when, finding it dif. 
ficult to distinguish between friend and foe, the firing 
was discontinued. 1 cannot close this report and pags 
in silence the gallant and laborious efforts of the officers 
and men of this command to fulfil the high trust repos. 
ed in them %y the commanding general. Under the 
most disadvantageous circumstances, labor was_ per. 
formed by the men with the greatest alacrity, and always 
in good cheer. Our indefatigable engineer, Capt. Mans 
field, is entitled to the highest praise. We have only to 
lament the loss of a gallant and faithful officer, who, 
proud of the trust reposed in him, would have gloried in 
the accomplishment of the task which he se gallantly 
commenced. 
I have the honor to report a list of the killed and 
v ounded during the seven days’ bombardment of Fon 
Taylor, Texas.* 
I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. S. HAWKINS, 
Captain 7th infantry, commanding post. 
Captain W. W S. Buss, 
Assistant Adj.Gen., Army of Occupation, ‘Texas. 


(A.) Ejercito Mexicano, Division Del Norte. 

GENERAL EN GeEFE: Se halla V. S. istiad por fuerzas 
suficientes a rendirla y adimas se encuentra a su espal 
da una numerosa division encampada que libre de toda 
atencion, valira cuantos auxilivs tenga V. 8. esperanzas 
de recibir. 

E! amor de !a hu..sanidad reconocido en el siglo pre- 
sente por todas las naciones cultas, impone sin duda el 
deber de hacer meuos crueles lus desastres de la guerra. 

Este principio que los Mejicanos profezan con prele- 
rencia a cualquiera otra nacion, me obliga a indicarle 
que siendo inutiles sus ezfuerzos, se rinda, para que por 
uua capitulacion evite la total ruina de los soldadus que 
le obedecen. 

Asi une proporcionara V. S. el placer de cumplir con 
los sentimientos indicados de bondad y dulzura que for 
man el caracter de mis compatriotes, a la vez que dare 
lleno al mas imperioso de los deberes que mi Pais exigé 
por las otenzas que ha recibido. 

Dios y Libertad! Cuar‘el general en los Fanques del 
Ramireno. Mayo 6, de 1846. M. ARISTA. 


(B.) Headquarters United States forces, 
Near Matamoros, May 6, 1846—5 P. M. 
Sie: Your humane communication bas just been re 
ceived, and, after the consideration due to its import 
ance, | must respectfully decline to surrender my forces 
to you. 
‘The exact purport of your despatch I cannot feel con 
fident that I understand, as my interpreter is not skille 
in your language; but, if I have understood you cor 
rectly, you have my reply above. 
I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant. 
E. S. HAWKINS, 
Commanding U.S forces opposite Matamoros 
General M. Arista, 
Commanding Division of the Nortt.. 


REPORT OF CAPTAIN MANSFIELD. 
Fort opposite Matamoros, 
eras, May 12, 1846. 
Sir: I have the honor to report the proceedings of yt 
self, the only engineer officer of your cominand at , t 
place during your absence with the army, from t _s 
to the 10:h instant. On the afternoon of the Ist, av 
your departure, the carpenters were continued al a 
on the draw and bridge of the fort till dark. No = 
was done by the soldiers this afternoon in consequent | 
of the removal! of their camp and teats, We. 1110 | 
fort. On the morning of the 2d the labor of completing 
the ditching and embanking of the unfinished front ¥ 
resumed and continued all day with much success. 
the morning of the 3d, (Sunday,) at break of day, - 
command were roused by the fire of the enemy 0D © 
batteries. But the labor of ditching and embanking rs 
resuined and continued all day, notwithstanding | 2 
from the enemy’s batteries, without interruption. : re 
4th and 5th the rausparts were completed, althoug He if 
fire of the enemy was continued, and progress :na “eal 
the construction of a bomb-proof and traverse 1n — 
postern. On the 6th other bomb -proots, &c. wers 
menced and continued wninterrapiediy. except Ya 
falling and bursting ot shells. On the th, in the" 
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*The killed were Sergeant Weigart and Major Brow 








and thirteen wounded. 
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ng, 08 We had frequently been insulted at night by 


eed. etry, it was deemed best to level the traverse on 
Sing TB the ban of the river, to prevent the use of it by the en- 
‘ith. Hi my to fire into the fort; and one hundred men, with 
it in officers, besides myself, accomplished the work by 
Lood dnight. On the 8th the men were encouraged at their 
the cessive labor by the sound of distant firing; your first 
t 10 MBjattle on the prairie. On the afternoon of the 9th, be- 
the ing apprehensive, and hearing no sounds of battle, and 
OWn jving no courier from you, and having asceriained 
arge MM hat the enemy had sent off his troops from our rear to 
m yg inforce himself in vour front, a party was sent out to 
until and destroy every thing that might be a cover or of 


lent, MM grvice to the enemy in case he returned to his opera- 
fort, Hi ons against the fort; and we continued it till the sound 
| ace MM of battle and retreat of the enemy indicated their de- 
short Hi jeat in the afternoon. a 

nies. 7 Jn the course of the duties it has fallen to my lot to 
and rform in this short period, I have to state that I have 


time most wey and cctianagy, seconded in my operations 
"rom the late Major Brown, the cammanding officer, till 
> in+ Mike Gth, when he lost his leg Ly a bomb-shell, while 
fired Mi canding six or eight feet from me, and which caused 
(difs MB his death on the 9th. The same aid was extended, 
Iring Mi cheerfully, by his successor, Captain Hawkins, to the 


pass 


icers 
pos. 


command. And all the officers and soldiers worked 
cheerfully to the full extent of their strength at the va- 
rious works, which, on consultation with the command- 


t the Hi ing officer, it was deemed necessary for us to undertake 
per HMM for the defence of the fort and safety of the men. 
no The official report of the commanding officer will give 

Ang 


all other particulars that do not fall strictly under 
my department. 
Sonate close this official report without expressing 
my regret for the loss of the lamented Major Brown, 
who ir dicated, by the manner he exercised his com- 
mand, and his coolness and self-possession under try- 
ing circumstances, the true characteristics of the soldier 
and the gentleman. 
All which is respectfully submitted. 
: JOS. K. F. MANSFIELD, 


ily to 
who, 
ied in 
lantly 


d and 
f Fort 














>» Captain corps Engineers. 
ost. Brig. Gen Zacuary Tayior, 
hale Commanding U. S. Army in Texas. 
‘ Headquarters army of occupation, 
1eTZa8 Cily of Matamoros, May 18, 1846. 
espal- Sin: I have the honor to report that my very lim- 
e toda ited means for crossing rivers prevented a complete 
4288 HAM prosecution of the victory of the 9th instant. A pon- 
eon train, the necessity of which | exhibited to the 
© ee Mmgipartment last year, would have enabled the army 
et. locross on the evening of the battle, take this city, 
prele- with all the artillery and stores of the enemy, and a 
licarleqmm great number of prisoners—in short, to destroy en- 
1¢ pormmmuely the Mexican army. But 1 was compelled to 
ys que Mawail the arrival of heavy mortars, with which to 
menace the town from the left bank, and also the ac- 
lir COUR cumulation of small boats. In the meantime the 
a tiemy had somewhat recovered from the confusion 
e oe of his fight, and ought still with his 3,000 men left 
exe MM him, to have made a respectable defence. ‘I made 
1es dela "ety preparation to cross the river above the town, 
TA. While Lieut. Col. Wilson made a diversion on the 
tide of Barita, and the order of march was given out 
“. for 1 o’clock yesterday, from the camp near Fort 
_M. $j Brown, when I was waited upon by General Regue- 
cen re-Mm Da, empowered by General Arista, commanding in 
mport-MMB chief the Mexican ferces, to treat for an armistice 
forces# until the government should finally settle the ques- 
>A 0 Lreplied to this, that an armistice was out of 
ee We question, that a month since I had proposed one 
ou cor ° General Ampudia, which was declined; that cir- 
Clmstances were now changed; that I was receiving 
arge reintorcements, and could not now suspend op- 
1S, trations which L had not initiated or provoked; that 
ros: Ble possession of Matamoros was a sine qua non; that 
Yur uops would occupy the town; but that General 
Atisia wight withdraw his forees, leaving the public 
Property of every description. 
cRED An answer to the above was promised in the after- 
1346. fap, but none came, and | repaired at sundown to 
‘ot mye? the army, already in position at a crossing some 
i at this Wo miles above the town. Very early this morning 
the Ise bank was occupied by about two 18 pounders 
si, afletatd three batteries of field artillery—and the cross- 
ut. Wor DE commenced—the light companies of all the bat. 
lo ve tious Were first thrown over, followed by the vol- 
+ heme “et end regular cavalry. No resistance was 
pleting im, ade, and 1 was soon informed from various quar- 
ont waif that Arista had abandoned the town with all 
ss, ONE'S Woops the evening before, leaving only the sick 
lay, ‘he and Wounded. I immediately despatched a staff of- 
on 0 &t to the prefect to demand a surrender, and in the 
ing ‘itt aotime a commission was sent by the prefect to 
rl ibe nler With me on the same point. 
igh the A assurances that the civil rights of the citi- 
made il dro Would be respected, and our troops at once 
n rear my ered down Opposite the town and crossed at the 
re COR Fe Ferry,” the American flag being displayed 
by MRE ccs tt Paredes,” a Mexican redoubt near the 
ne even” he owe; bt different corps are now encamped in 
Brow MENitable eh Sol the city. ‘To-morrow | shall make 


angements lor the occupation of the town, ; 


and for taking possession of the public property.— 
More than three hundred of the enemy’s wounded 
have been left in the hospitals. Arista is in full re 
treat towards Monterey with the fragments of his 
army. 

I deeply regret to report that Lieut. George Ste- 
vens, a very promising young officer of the second 
dragoons, was accidentally drowned this morning 
while attempting to swim the river with his squad- 
ron. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Z. TAYLOR, 
Brevet brig. gen. U. S A. comd'g. 
To the aApJuTANT GENERAL of the army, 
Washington, D. C. 


Headquarters army of occupation, 
Matamoros, Mexico, May 20, 1846. 

Sir: On the 26th of April I had occasion to advise 
the department that hostilities had actually broken 
out, and that in consequence I had found it necessary 
to use the authority with which | was vested, and 
call upon the governors of Louisiana and Texas for 
a force, each, of four regiments. The eight regi- 
ments thus called fur would muke a force of nearly 
5,000 men, which I deemed sufficient to meet the 
wants of the service in this quarter. 

At the same time that I wrote to the governor of 
Louisiana requesting this volunteer force, I address- 
ed a letter to Gen. Gaines, uesiring him to assist in 
organizing these regiments and having them prompt- 
ly supplied. In my communication to the governor, 
the organization was very exactly prescribed, being 
that indicated from your office on the 25th of Au- 
gust. 1845. I find, however, that this organization 
has been exceeded, and, moreover, that Gen. Gaines 


has called fofmany more volunteers than I deemed | 


necessary, extending the call to other states besides 
Louisiana. 

It will, of course, be for the government to decide 
whether the future operations in this quarter will re- 
quire the amount of force (entirely unknown) which 
is coming hither. I only desire to say, that this re- 
inforcement, beyond the eight regiments mentioned 
above, was never asked for by me, and that in mak- 
ing the call of the 26th April, | well knew that if 
the Mexicans fought us at all, it would be before the 
arrival of the volunteers. It was for the purpose of 
clearing the river, and performing such further ser- 
vice as the government might direct, that 1 thought 
it proper to ask for reinforcements. 

It is extremely doubtful whether the foot regi- 
ments from Texas can be raised, and | shall desire 
the governor, who is expected here, to suspend the 
call for them. None of the mounted companies, ex- 


cept Capt. Price’s, already in service, have reported | 


to me. 

I fear that the volunteers have exhausted the sup- 
ply of tents deposited in New Orleans for the use of 
this army. Weare greatly in want of them; and I 
must request that immediate measures be taken to 
send direct to Brazos Santiago, say 1,000 tents, for 
the use of the army in the field. The tents of the 7th 
infantry were cut up to make sand bags during the 
recent bombardment of Fort Brown. 

Iam, sir, very respectfully, your ob’t servant, 

Z. TAYLOR, 
Brevet brig. gen. U. S. 4. com’ding. 

The ADJUTANT GENERAL of the army, 

Washington, D. C. 


Extracts from a despatch from General Taylor, dated, 
‘+ Matamoros, May 21, 1846. 

“Our future movements mustdepend, in a great 
degree, on the extent to which the Rio Grande is 
navigable for steamboats, and 1 fear that my expec- 
tations in this particular wili not be realized.— 
Though, at times, navigable as high as Camargo, or 
even Mier, it is doubtful whether a boat can now be 
pushed higher than Reinosa. Indeed, the ‘‘Neva,” 
which is in the river, and accompanied the expedi- 
tion under General Smith, has uot yet reached this 
place, though hourly expected. ° ° a 

" ° 3 1 shall lose no time in ascertain- 
ing the practicability of the river for steamboats and 
shall occupy Reinosa, and such other points as a 
boat may be able to reach. 

‘All the cavalry (regular and irregular) of the ar- 
my, under command of Lieut. Col. Garland, is in pur- 
suit of the retreating army, to harrass its rear, and 
capture prisoners and baggage. We have no au- 
thentic intelligence from the lievtenant colonel since 
his departure. Deserters are, however, coming in 
from the Mexicans. 

‘Lieut. Col. Wilson’s battalion, Ist infantry, with 
some 200 volunteers, was at Barita on the 17ih, and 
has since been reinforced by Gen. Smith, with about 
700 Louisiana volunteers. This column is ordered 
to move up the right bank of the river, and 1 look 
hourly for its arrival. 





A large amount of public stores, chiefly ordnance, 
has been found concealed in this town. We are 
gradually recovering it from the places where it was 
hidden. Two field pieces, several hundred muskets, 
and 200 shells are among the articles recovered.” 

Headquarters army of occupation, 
City of Matamoros, May 24, 1846. 

Sir: I have to report the arrival this day of Gen. 
Smith, with the battalion of the Ist infantry, the 
Washington regiment of Louisiana volunteers, and a 
company of volunteers from Mobile. Another regi- 
ment of Louisiana volunteers is below, and will pro- 
bably arrive this evening or to-morrow. This com- 
mand was accompanied from the mouth of the river 
by the steamboat Neva, which succeeded without 
difficulty in reaching this place. 

Lieut. Col. Garland returned vn the 22d from his 
expedition in pursuit of the retreating army. He 
succeeded in capturing a small rear party, after a 
trifling skirmish in the night, in which a man and 
unfortunately a woman, were killed on the Mexican 
side, and two men slightly wounded on our own.— 
He pursued the route of the army for sixty miles 
and then returned agreeably to his instructions.— 
| The scarcity of water and condition of his horses 
made it useless to proceed farther. 

1 would respectfully solicit instructions as to the 
disposition to be made of certain property captured 
in the camp of Gen. Arista. A pavillion anc several 
pieces of massive plate are among the articles. His 
clothing, and other property purely personal, have 
been deposited in this city with a view of being re- 
turned to him. I would suggest that the pavillion be 
sent to Washington, to be disposed of as the presi- 
dent may direct. 

The recovery of ordnance and other public stores 
'still continues here. Two pieces of cannon have 
been taken from the river, and small arms in consi- 
derable numbers have been taken in the town. 

] am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Z. TAYLOR, 
Brevet brigadier general U. S. 4. commanding. 

The ADJUTANT GENERAL of the army, 

Washington, D. C. 








FROM THE HOME SQUADRON. 

We subjoin a copy of the instructions of Commo- 
dore Conner to the commanders of vessels in the 
home squadron, showing the principles to be observ. 
ed :n the blockade of the Mexican ports. The ports 
already under blockade, are Vera Cruz, Tampico, 
and Alvarado: 

Instructions to be observed by officers commanding 
vessels of the home squadron, in enforcing the 
blockade of ports of the east coast of Mexico. 

1. No neutral vessel, proceeding towards the en- 
trance of the blockaded port, shall be captured or 
detained, if she shall not previously have received‘ 
from one of the blockading squadron, a special noti- 
fication of the existence of the blockade. This no- 
tification shall be, moreover, inserted in writing on 
the muster roll of the neutral vessel by the cruiser 
which meets her, and it shall contain the announce- 
ment, together wilh the statements of the day, and 
the latitude in which it was made. 

2. Neutral vessels which may be already in the 
port before the blockade of it, shall have full liberty 
to depart, with or without cargo, during fifteen days 
after that upon which the blockade ts established. 

3. The ports of Vera Cruz and Tampico will re- 
main entirely free for the entrance and departure of 
neutral non-commercial mail packets. 

Mexican boats engaged exclusively in fishing, on 
any part of the coast, will be allowed to pursue their 
labors unmolested. 

In its present political condition, the flag of Yuca- 
tan is to be respected. D. CONNER, 

Commanding home squadron. 

United States ship Cumberland, 

Off Brazos Santiago, May, 14, 1846. 


Extract of @ letter from Commecedore Conner, dated 
** May 28, 1546. 

‘On the morning of the 18th, a detachment of 
nearly two hundred seamen and mariners from the 
Cumberland and Potomac, under the command of 
Captain Aulick, in the boats of the two vessels, en- 
tered the Del Norte to co-operate with a detach- 
ment from the atmy, under the command of Lieut. 
Col. Wilson, for the purpose of establishing a post at 
Barita, on the right bank of the river, about filteen 
miles from its mouth. ‘Chis was accomplished with- 
out oppusition. 

‘On the same day (it appears) our army crossed 
the river and took possession of Matamoros, the 
Mexican army having abandoned it on the day pre- 
vious in the greatest confusion and disorder. There 
being no longer any occasion for the services of our 
men on shore, Captain Aulick returned on board on 
the 20th.” 
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CHRONICLE. 


Latrer.—By the Telegraph. The steamer Caledo- 
nia left Liverpool on the 4th inst., and reached Bos- 
ton, Thursday morning, at half past one o’clock. At 
nine o’clock yesterday morning we had the news she 
brought, at Baltimore. 

Cotton markets dull, and a shade down again. 

_— dull; Philadelphia at Liverpool under lock, 
20a 21s. 


Freights.—British vessels sought for. Americans, 
in consequence of the war with Mexico, slighted, 
though freighted. 


A French Squadron. La Presse states that orders 
have been sent bythe minister of marine, at Brest 
and other ports, to despatch a number of ships to the 
Gulf of Mexico, to reinforce the squadron there. 

In a conversation in parliament, Sir Robert Peel, 
in reply, stated that the President of the United 
States had given the notice to terminate the joint oc- 
cupancy of Oregon. ‘And in doing so, the President 
has adopted the terms which were assented to hy 
both houses of the legislature of the United States. 
The notice was given with the view of leading 
to an amicable adjustment of the differences between 
the two countries on this subject. [Hear, hear.]” 

England has offered her mediation between the 
United States and Mexico. Mr. Pakenham has re- 
ceived instructions to that effect from the British 
government by the Caledonia. 


The Cambria reached Liverpoo] on the 28th May, 


with the news of the declaration of war against 
Mexico. Some sensation followed. Popular sym- 





pathy was of course in favor of Mexico, the weaker | 


party. 

St. Petersburg, May 22. I regret to say that the 
cholera appears to be advancing with rapid strides 
towards this city, from whence, no doubt, it will, in 
time, find its way to Western Europe. 

lt is said that the cholera has appeared at Mon- 
treal, in Canada. 

Cuainman or THe U. 8S. Senate’s Commirree 
on Foreign Revarions. Mr. Au.en, on the 15th 
inst., in consequence of finding that his views did 
not agree with those of a decided majority in that 
body, declined the station that he had filled since the 
commencement of the session. 


Generat Cass, who, as second named upon the 
committee, might have pretensions to succeed to the 
station, declined to be a candidate for the post. The 
fifty-four forties may be considered as having re- 
signed their seals of office. 

The senate, on the 16th, ballotted six times for a 
chairman to the committee, without once obtaining 
a majority of all the votes; Mr. Arcner receiving 
21 or 22 votes, and Mr. Sevirr from 18 to 22 votes 
on each ballot. The remainder of the fifty votes 
were scattered amongst eight of the senators. 


On the 17th, before the ballotting was resumed, 
Mr. Archer, after stating his impressions thatthe 
chairman of the committee on foreign relations 
ought not to be the mere organ of the executive, but 
rather the organ of the senate, and should, therefore, 
be the choice of a decided majority of the body.— 
He, therefore, requested his friends to omit his 
name in the ballot now to be taken. 


On the 7th ballot, Mr. Sevier had 19, Mr. Web- 
ster 18 voles. (We omit the scattering votes.) On 
the 8th ballot, Mr. Sevier 20, Mr. Webster 22. On 
the 9th, Mr. Sevier 20, Mr. Webster 20, Mr. Mc- 
Duffie 10. Mr. Webster now begged his name to be 
dropped. On the 10th ballot, Mr. Sevier had 22, 
Mr. McDutflie 15 votes. On the 11th Mr. Sevier 19, 
Mr. McDuffie 23—54 votes were taken. Mr. Sevier 
now requested that his name might be dropped. On 
the 12th ballot, Mr. McDuffie 25 out of 50 votes 
taken—no other had over six votes. On the 13th 
ballot, Mr. McDuffie had 31 out of 53 taken, and 
was declared duly elected chairman of the commit- 
tee on foreign relations. 


GeneraL Gaines. On the 10th inst., the old 
veteran received an order from the secretary of 
war, dated 2d inst., saying— 

*By direction of the president, Major General 


Gates is relieved from the command of the Western | 
Division of the army, and wil! proceed to Washing: | 


ton without delay. 

‘‘Brevet Brigadier General George N. Brooke, is 
assigned tothe command of the Western Division. 

Signed, W. L. MARCY, 
Secretary of war.” 

He left New Orleans, accompanied by his aid de 
camp, Lieut. Calhoun, on the 11th, travelled night 
and day, and reached Washington on the loth. ‘The 
“Union,” says, ‘we are happy to hear, he is in ex- 
cellent health and in fine spirits.” 


The deepest interest was manifested at New Or- 
leans for the old General on his reception of the 
orders. The Governor of Louisiana, (Johnson,) 
and his staff; Gen. Lewis and staff; Brig. General 
Augustin and staff; and many other officers and citi- 
zens wailed upon the general at his quarters, at 11 
o’clock, to pay their farewell respects. Thousands 
were at the depot at 12 to see him off. 


GENERAL TAYLOR'S 

Official account of the battles of the 8th and 9th of May, 
accompanied by the reports of his officers, are contain- 
ed in this number. It will be seen that our officers can 
write, as well as fight. Gen. Taylor’s letters are admi- 
rable specimens of composition. The unassuming, 
yet self-possessed cov] man of superior judgment, may 
be easily distinguished in what we insert to-day over his 
signature. 

We venture the assertion, that no battle of the like 
importance has ever yet beea fought, the minute parti- 
culars of which have been so distinctly portrayed, and 
all the incidents nnderstood so well, as those will be of the 
battles on the Rio Grande. This is owing to the talents 
and intelligence of those who partook in the affairs, and 
to the facilities for communicating to the world what 
they witnessed. ‘T'he effect will have a deep moral in- 
fluence upon questions on peace and war. 


THe pREsIDENcY, 1843. General ZacHary Taytor, 
“Old Rough and Ready.” Ata meeting called in pur- 
suance of public notice, for citizens without distinction of 
party, at ‘T'renton, New Jersey, on the alth May, 1846, 
at which John R. Tucker, Esq. presided, John Cook, 
vice president, F. S. Mills, secretary, a committee of five 
was appointed to draft resolutions. During their ab- 
sence Mr. McClellan was called for and addressed the 
meeting. He referred to the qualifications of General 
Taylor, as a general and a statesman, and his title to 
the gratitude and affection of the American people, 
| above any other man; to his promptness and energy, as 
evidenced in his despatches, and his wh@te conduct as 
a devoted patriot and a brave soldier. 

The committee reported that— 

Whereas, For many years past the presidential con- 
tests of our country have been managed more with a 





| view of aggrandizing selfish politicians, than of advanc- 
| ing the true interests of the country; and whereas, the time 
| has arrived when it becomes the solemn duty of the ci- 
| tizens of this great republic to shake off the slavery of 
| party, and select from among our distinguished men, as 
'a candidate for the chief magistracy, some one who has 
'shown himself to possess qualifications for that office, 
‘superior to those of mere subserviency to party; and 
| whereas, we hold that our commanding general on the 
| Rio Grande has shewn himself to be worthy of our con- 
| fidence, by his skill and bravery in the field, and by the 
| talent displayed in his modest despatches, after one of the 
| most glorious victories ever achieved by the American 
| arms, and in his whole military correspondence: there- 
| fore— 
| Resolved, That we, citizens of Trenton, without re- 
‘ference to party lines, or party questions, as generally 
| urderstood, do nominate General Zachary Taylor, the 
Hero of Palo Alto and Resaca de la Palma, to the presi- 
‘dency of the United States, and that we hereby invite 

all true-hearted republicans to unite with us in this ef- 
| furt to elevate a brave soldier, a successful general, and 

a true republican to that high office. 


Tue Lextnerton, sloop of war now at the B Mba Mc. 
vy Yard, has been converted into a store Fr ogpeeily ~ 
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leave in a few days for the Pacific with supplies for}, eae 

Navy, under command of Lieut. T. Baily, partially “ FirtH SERIES.- 

med—having 6 or 8 guns and 80 men. ‘ Tea a SARE 
The Gulf dron. ‘The following is said to be 4 

correct statement of the whole naval force in the gulf, Pegs Bee i 

Class. Guns. Crew. PRINTED 

Three frigates 156 1440 | 
Three sloops, 66 600 — , 
One steamer. 10 935 RELATIO 
One steamer, 10 + 166 | 
Three brigs, 30 240 


eet THE TREATY, 


Eleven vessels, 292 2681 States of Ameri 
The aggregate of the crews of these vessels is full one. Pe tween the right 
third of our whole naval force, as restricted by law to 7 Mr. B 
500 seamen, &c.. : of ple, SN. 
A number of revenue Cutters, small steamers, ang [mellfied by the Us 
other vessels of light draft have recently been ordered to the steamer Gree 
the gulf, and will be surviceable, But the entire force the 25th, for the 
is considered altogether :nadequate to attempt an attack [BP That the Briti 
upon Vera Cruz. That. the a 
A letter from an officer in the United States Nay kenham shone 
dated at P la, May 30, says:— We : oe apenconge:s 
ted at Pensacola, y 30, say shall probably M 
sail, as soon as we are provisioned, for Vera Cruz, but h ‘Cana, hes 
I doubt ifany attack will be made on the castle, as they . ram ag . 
have prepared it so well for defence; and it their prac. ‘ Apter sg th 
tice should be equal to the fireon Gen. Taylor’s camp ‘ ee th 7, | 
they would sink the whole of our navy. When the rhe sabakility 12 
French attacked the castle, there were only twenty-five : . The a y. he 
guns of small calibre atthe point of attack; they have j Whee yas +4 
now over two hundred pieces, thirteen mortars, and sore. far Pk af 
Paixhan guns in quantities, on new batteries, at the ae peng ae i 
same point, and one of our engineer officers says that heath 0; th } 
ifthey were served well no fleet could ever make any bet such svi off 
impression. heir own quarr 
The Teras Navy.—The N. O. Jeffersonian says:—The wre prop ne sai 
Texas navy, consisting of the sloop of war Austin, % eiyn power. 
guns, the brigs Archer and Wharton, 18 guns each, and The Uaion is ev 
the schr. San Barnard, mounting six 12 pound carrona. fler should be ma 
des and one long 9 pune was transferred on the 1h Our own impres: 
inst, to Gov. Runnels, U, S. commissioner. That geo ountry that no sie 
tleman,with great discretion, instead of turning the off  asceriain that ¥ 
cers adrift, continued themin pay as ship-keepers, until iructions; and th 
authorities at Washington can be heard from.” ray lur a speedy t 
edo not believe t: 
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The British Navy —The following are the names h 
the vessels composing the British squadron which recent 
ly put tosea from Portsmuuth,-with the number of guns 
carried by each:— 

The Queen, 110; St. Vincent, 120; Trafalgar, 120, 
Rodney, 95; Albion, 90, Supurb, 90; Vanguard, 80; Can- 
opus, 84;—ivins them, while at sea, from the West Indies 
;—Hibernia, 104;—Admiral Parker, joins them in the 
same way from the Mediterranean, when the Admiral 
takes the command. Steam Frigates—Retribution, Ter- 
rible, Cyclops, Gladiator. Steam Sloops—Scourge, De 
ivastation, Rattler. Frigate—Raleigh, 50. Sloop of 
| War—Brilliant, 20. The Frigate Constance, 50;—join 
them from Plymouth. 

Itis further stated that this squadron proceeds 
cruise off the Western Islands; it goes to sea under Cou 
odore Sir Frances Collier, but the command will bets 
ken by Sir William Parker, who proceeds from the Med: 
iterranean to join the squadron. All the line of battle 
ships are provisioned for five months, and the Steam 
ers for three. Constant communication will be kept up 
with England by means of the Steamers, and the Squat 
ron cruising off the Western Islands will be ready whet 

























































































This reference to ; 





| Resolved, That here on the proudest battle-field of the 
| American revolution, we boldly raise the standard of 
ithe People’s Candidate, and invite a union of honest 
| men of all parties, for the sake of our common country, 
and the true interests of the people. 
| The meeting was then addressed by others,—commtt- 
lees were appointed to carry out the cbject in view, In- 
cluding a committee of correspondence. 

New York papers forthwith notified for a meeting to 
be held in that city on the 13ih, to second the New Jer- 
sey nomination. 

The period was objected to, as been too short a notice 
for so large a community, and the Ume was postponed 
in consequence. ‘I'he meeting was to “come off”’ on 
the 19th. 


ARMY JOURNAL. 


Sappers and Miners.—Capt. Collum, of the U.S. corps 
of Engineers’ and Superiutendant of the Public Works 
in Boston and New Lonon Harbors, gives notice in the 
Boston papers that there is a recruiting rendezvous epen- 
ed at Fort Warren, on George’s Island, and another in 





active and able bodied young men, of good character 
between the ages of 18 and 35 years, and citizens of the’ 
U. States, into a company of sappers, miners and ponton- 
ers, recently authorized by Congress. They are required 
to be skilled in some mechanical trade. This isa new 
branch of military service in our army, and one which 
holds out inducements suporior to those offered in the 
ordinary military arm. 





Arms.—There are a million and a half of muskets in the 
various armories of the U. States, besides what few are 
in the hands of the people. 

The arsena! in Centre street, N. York, contains 50, 
000 stand of arms and 500 pieces of ordinance, of differ- 
ent calibre—all in excellent condition, and fit for imme- 
diate use; 2, 500 stands of muskets with bayonets, belts 
cartrilge boxes,and a large quantity of fixed ammunition, 
including grape and canister, have been taken from the 
Arsenalin N. York city, and shipped for the south, for 
' the use of the army in Texas. 





Canal street, Boston, for enlisting one hundred intelligent | 


ever it is wanted for service any where. 


Upwards of 100 men-of-war—22 ships of the line, ten 
50 gun frigates, four 36 gun frigates, and 35 war steai 
ers are now building —of the line of battle ships, 6 at 
120 gun ships, and 6, 110’s and 10 from 80 to 54 gull 
each. Cour. and Engu. 


The Mexican Steamer, Guadaloupe and Montezuma 
have re ached Havana, their officers rejoicing at thet 
escape from the American squadron, Santa Anna 8s 
said to have connived with the purchasers of tes 
' vessels. 
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The probability is, that British capital was obtained y ‘uch a republi 
wherewith to pay for building those vessels, and that the hm Mittions Fe 


Mexican government having never paid for their COU Migr. 
struction and outfit, the capitalists concerned have P* 
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themselves as far as they could, by taking the sea ee 
as a purchase from the Mexican government. $% F ¢ 
| | = 


tish government it is thought have had no agency 
transaciion. The steamers were built at New 1° 
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| The English papers state that 
lady were among the congratulatory callers 
Queen—of course Mr. Mc Lane has recovere 
his severe illness. Lit 

General Armstrong, Consul for the U. States at »¥. 
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erpool, came passenger in the Great Western, on York lety, ang to 
it to the United States. He is announced in N. Mri’: the who) preve 
papers as the bearer of important despatches from enchtncn dad 
Me Lane. : id r 
. en 
Among the recent appointments by the — Sol 
confirmed by the Senate was that of Mr, . WAR. ‘Dy 


Reynolds, as Secretary of Legation at Madrid. wed 
Mr.Parrott, U.S. Consul at Mazatlan, and Dr. erica 
of U. 8. Navy, bearer of despatches from the Am We 
squadron on the Pacific, passed through Mexico. pe OnMeE cod 
ra Cruz and reached Pensacola, in about twen yn . 
days from Mazatlan. At Vera Cruz they were J 
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by F. M. Dimond, U.S. Consul of that port 40 — itn i 
pe Americans.--The intelligence brought 6 the von of the 
willbe found under appropriate heads. X. Ste 






